
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

             

 

 

 

 

 

            



 

 

  

 

 

 
A MILLION ROSES A DAYéFOR ALL PEOPLESéIN EVERY NATIONéFILIPINOS AT 
PRAYERéREACHING OUT TO THE WORLD 
 

In response to our theme for this year òFRC Reaching Out to the Worldó, the 60th 
National Assembly of the Family Rosary Crusade adopted by acclamation the Project that we 
are launching today:  A MILLION ROSES FOR THE WORLD. 

 
We are enlisting One Million Filipinos to pray five decades of the Holy Rosary 

everyday from October 10, 2011 to May 30, 2012, each day from Monday to Saturday 
dedicated to one nation in the world while the Sunday Rosary if reserved for our own 
families and nation, the Philippines. 

 
The goal is to bring all the people is all the nations of the world to Jesus and His 

Father and the Holy Spiritéthrough Mary Our Blessed Mother éto bring His Peace, Love, 
Joy and tranquility to every people and every nation, no matter how great or how small, as a 
gift of love, faith and goodwill from the people of the Philippines. 

 
Pope Pius XI once said: òGive me an army praying a million rosaries a day and we will 

conquer the world.ó  We are not out to conquer the worldébut to save it for God to whom 
it rightly belongs. 

 
In almost every nation in the world, the Catholic Church and its faithful is facing a 

confrontation against the evil forces of secularism.  The late Pope John Paul II, now Blessed, 
foretold this òfinal confrontation with the Church and the anti-Church, the Gospel and the 
anti-Gospeló which he said would be òthe greatest battle in the history of the Church.ó 

 
Pope Benedict XVI has decried the spreading secularism in the Church.  He warns of 

threatening clouds in the horizon, and not for us to lose heart, but to keep the flame of hope 
alive amid the increasing apostasy.  The world needs our prayers.  And we need to pray also 
for our families and our own country.   

 
Let this be out contributionéFilipinos at PrayeréReaching Out to the WorldéTo 

All Peoplesé In Every NationéWith Love and Brotherhoodé in Faith, Joy and 
GoodwilléA World at Prayer is a World at Peace. 
 

Ambassador Howard Dee 
Co-Chairman 

A Million Roses for the World 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 
August 15, 2011 
  
My dear brothers and sisters, 
  
 "I'm in Heaven !" " This is "Heavenly!" These are expressions we sometimes hear and 
say when things are going perfectly well or they appeal to all our senses in the most exquisite 
and fitting manner.  Heaven, we have been taught is a place of complete peace and happiness, 
perfection and union with God. In most recent times, we have been told that Heaven is not a 
place but a state of being.  We need not wait for physical death to experience Heaven.  
Heaven can be experienced right here, right now when we ourselves work for peace, for 
justice and for love.  Without the grace of God, we cannot achieve much success.  Greed, 
pride, self interest get in the way. 
 
  Our Blessed Mother Mary has "come down from Heaven" many times to visit simple 
folk in the hillsides to make them relay to us Her message of  how much Jesus loves us and to 
request us to PRAY.  Pray, she has repeatedly said and done with the likes of Juan Diego, 
Bernadette Soubirous, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta.  Her constant appeal was "Pray!"  Prayer 
she said, is the way to avert trouble, to end wars, to call sinners to Her Son and to bring 
peace to the World. 
 
 Certainly, we all want peace.  We want peace among our family members, among   
nations and peace in our hearts.  Many people when asked where they want to go when they 
die would say, "Heaven!"  It is also called the Kingdom of God.  Jesus Himself said that the 
Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.  It starts so small and yet it can grow huge and 
useful.  Our call to pray the rosary daily may be a small gesture for each of us. But it could 
grow to be a huge, vital catalyst for us to change hardened hearts and to lessen human 
suffering in all its forms. The rosary will be our primary tool to bring Heaven in our midst.  
The rosaries we offer daily are like roses to beautify and spread that fragrance of true 
wholeness all over the world.  It is not a daunting task if we do it together!  Let us join hearts 
and hands as we say our steadfast, constant, simple Hail Mary's daily for our brothers and 
sisters all over the world to make the Earth a haven of peace and brotherly love. 

  

Loudette Zaragoza-Banson 
Chairperson 

Steering Committee 

 



 

 

  

 

Map of Africa & The Near East 

Area:   
30.2 M sq km 
6% of Earthõs total surface 
20.4% of total land area 

Population 
1 Billion (2009) 
14.72% of world population 
Density:  30.51/sq km 
Home of Hominids  
Home of earliest Homo sapiens 

  



 

 

AFRICA AND THE NEAR EAST 

ü 66 Countries  

ü Starting October 10 with Angola  

ü Ending December 24 with Yemen 

 

  

Week 
#  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9 

Day 1: Oct 10  Day 2: Oct 11 Day 3: Oct 12  Day 4: Oct 13 Day 5: Oct 14  Day 6: Oct 15 

Angola  Benin Botswana  Burkina Faso Burundi Cameroon 

2 

16 

Day 7: Oct 17 Day 8: Oct 18 Day 9: Oct 19 Day 10: Oct 20 Day 11: Oct 21 Day 12:  Oct 22 

Cape Verde 
Central African 
Republic Chad Comoros Congo Cote d'Ivoire 

3 

23 

Day 13:  Oct 24 Day 14: Oct 25 Day 15: Oct 26 Day 16: Oct 27 Day 17: Oct 28 Day 18:  Oct 29 

Dem Rep of the 
Congo Djibouti Equatorial Guinea Eritrea Ethiopia Gabon 

4 

30 

Day 19: Oct 31 Day 20: Nov 1 Day 21: Nov 2 Day 22: Nov 3 Day 23: Nov 4 Day 24:  Nov 5 

Gambia Ghana Guinea Guinea Bissau Kenya Lesotho 

5 

6 

Day 25: Nov 7 Day 26: Nov 8 Day 27: Nov 9 Day 28: Nov 10 Day 29: Nov 11 Day 30:  Nov 12 

Liberia Madagascar Malawi Mali Mauritania Mauritius 

6 

13 

Day 31: Nov 14 Day 32: Nov 15 Day 33: Nov 16 Day 34: Nov 17 Day 35: Nov 18 Day 36:  Nov 19 

Mozambique Namibia Niger Nigeria Rwanda Sao Tome & Principe 

7 

20 

Day 37: Nov 21 Day 38: Nov 22 Day 39: Nov 23 Day 40: Nov 24 Day 41: Nov 25 Day 42:  Nov 26 

Senegal Seychelles Sierra Leone Somalia South Africa Sudan 

8 

27 

Day 43:  Nov 28 Day 44:  Nov 29 Day 45:  Nov 30 Day 46:  Dec 1 Day 47:  Dec 2 Day 48:  Dec 3 

Swaziland Togo Uganda 
United Republic of 
Tanzania Zambia Zimbabwe 

9 

4 

Day 49: Dec 5 Day 50: Dec 6 Day 51: Dec 7 Day 52: Dec 8 Day 53: Dec 9 Day 54:  Dec 10 

Algeria Bahrain Egypt Iran Iraq Israel 

10 

11 

Day 55: Dec 12 Day 56: Dec 13 Day 57: Dec 14 Day 58: Dec 15 Day 59: Dec 16 Day 60:  Dec 17 

Jordan Kuwait Lebanon Libya Morocco Oman 

11 

18 

Day 61: Dec 19 Day 62: Dec 20 Day 63: Dec 21 Day 64: Dec 22 Day 65: Dec 23 Day 66:  Dec 24 

Qatar Saudi Arabia Syria Tunisia United Arab Emirates Yemen 



 

 

 

 
  
Day 1:     10 October 2011 
ANGOLA (Africa)  
Literacy:  67% 
Life Expectancy:  42 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  116/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $5,430 
Population:  17.3M  Annual Growth:  2.6% 
Ethnicity :  Ovimbundu, Kimbundu, Bakongo 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 68%, Protestant 20% 
Resources:  Petroleum, diamonds, iron ore 
Products:  Bananas, sugarcane, coffee 
Industry :  Petroleum drilling, mining, cement 
  
Angola was colonized by the Portuguese, and became the largest 
source of slaves for the Americas.  It is one of Africaõs major oil 
producers but also one of the worldõs poorest countries.  27 years of 
civil war ended in 2002; the country now faces the daunting task of 
rebuilding its infrastructure. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Angola 
1.That  Angolans continue to heal from 27 years of civil war 
2.That Angola find resources to resettle  4 million displaced persons 
3.That landmines be cleared from the countryside 
4.That the Lord bless Angola with bountiful harvests. 
5. That health services improve for the most vulnerable 

  
Day 2:     11 October 2011 
BENIN (Africa) 
Literacy:  44% 
Life Expectancy:  59 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  61/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,510 
Population:  9.05M  Annual Growth:  2.9% 
Ethnicity :  African 
Religion:  Animist, Christian, Muslim 
Resources:  Offshore oil, marble, limestone, timber 
Products:  Corn, sorghum, cassava, tapioca, yams 
Industry :  Textiles, cigarettes, food beverage 
World  Heritage Site:  Royal Palaces of Abomey 
  
Benin was the seat of the great medieval African Kingdom of Abomey 
until it was conquered by the French.  It is now one of Africaõs most 
stable democracies, though it faces sporadic clashes along its border 
with Burkina Faso and must deal with problems of human trafficking 
and forced recruitment. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Benin 
1.  For economic growth to life people out of poverty 
2. For modernization of agriculture to improve the lives of farmers 
3. For the poor to feel relief from the reduction of foreign debt 
4. For people to have access to electricity 
5. For the success of public health drives in slashing diseases like 
hepatitis A and typhoid 

  
Day 3:     12 October 2011 
BOTSWANA (Africa)  
Literacy:  84.8% 
Life Expectancy:  58.05 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  11.14/1000 
Per Capita (nominal):  $6,200 
Population:  2.06M  Annual Growth:  1.5% 
Ethnicity :  Tswana, Kalanga, Kgalagadi, Herero 
Religion:  Christianity, Indigenous 
Resources:  Diamonds, copper, nickel, coal, gold 
Products:  Livestock, sorghum, white maize, millet 
Industry :  Diamonds, copper, nickel, coal, tourism 
World Heritage Site:  Rock Art of Tsodilo 
  
Botswana has a flourishing constitutional democracy, with roots in 
Setswana traditions exemplified by the village council (Kgotla).  Its 
constitution has a code of fundamental human rights enforced by the 
courts.  Elections since independence have been freely and fairly 
contested.  The worldõs largest producer of diamonds, Botswana 
protects large areas of wilderness, including the Kalahari  Desert. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Botswana 
1.  For development of other industries so as to reduce the  
countryõs dependence on diamond mining. 
2.  For the safety of laborers working in the diamond mines 
3.  For the promotion of tourism that conserves the  environment 
4.  For effective control of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
5.  For preservation of traditions that enrich  a nationõs soul. 

  
Day 4:     13 October 2011 
BURKINA FASO (Africa) 
Literacy:  26% 
Life Expectancy:  56.7 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  61/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,200 
Population:  16.3M  Annual Growth:  3.1% 
Ethnicity :  63 ethnic groups including Mossi, Gourtmanche 
Religion:  Muslim, Roman Catholic, Animist, Protestant 
Resources:  Manganese, gold, limestone, marble, phosphate 
Products:  Cotton, millet, sorghum, livestock, peanuts 
Industry :  Mining, agricultural processing, brewing, bottling 
World Heritage Site:  Ruins of Loropeni 
  
The Mossi that make up about one-half of Burkina Fasoõs population 
claim descent from warriors who established an empire that lasted 
800 years.  It is today an ethnically integrated secular state, with 80% 
reliance on agriculture.  Burkina Faso suffers from recurring 
droughts, and these hardships are compounded by a series of military 
coups and troubles with neighboring Sierra Leone and Cote dõIvoire. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Burkina Faso 
1. For peaceful resolution of border disputes 
2.For political will to stamp out illicit cross-border activities. 
3. For increased employment opportunities for farm laborers. 
4. For effective distribution of mosquito nets to control malaria. 
5. For good rainfall to ensure good harvests. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 
  
Day 5:     14 October 2011 
BURUNDI (Africa)  
Literacy:  66% 
Life Expectancy:  50.9 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  101.3/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $300 
Population:  8.3M  Annual Growth:  2.8% 
Ethnicity :  Hutu (Bantu), Tutsi, Twa 
Religion:  Christian, Indigenous, Muslim 
Resources:  Nickel, uranium, oxides, peat, cobalt, copper 
Products:  Coffee, cotton, tea, corn, sorghum, sweet potatoes 
Industry :  Beverage production, coffee/tea, cigarette, sugar 
  
Burundi has a density of 300 persons per sq km, most of whom live 
on subsistence farms.  Since gaining independence in 1961, it has 
been plagued by tensions between the Hutu majority and the Tutsi 
minority who are politically and economically dominant.  The 
bloody civil war ended in 2006. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Burundi 
1.  That all people may grow in harmony through mutual respect 
2.  That children be respected and preserved from violence 
3.  For enduring reconciliation among the Hutu and Tutsi 
4.  That health services and medicines may be made available to 
those who need it most. 
5. That Burundi succeed in generating more electricity 

  
Day 6:     15 October 2011 
 CAMEROON (Africa) 
Literacy:  76% 
Life Expectancy:  54.39 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  60.91/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,300 
Population:  19.5M  Annual Growth:  2.12% 
Ethnicity :  250 ethnic group, Fulani, Shuwa, Pygmies, Nigerian 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, Indigenous 
Resources:  Oil, timber, hydroelectric power, natural gas 
Products:  Timber, coffee, tea, bananas, cocoa, rubber, cotton 
Industry :  Export of crude oil, timber& finished wood products 
World Heritage Site:  Dja Faunal Reserve (Rainforest) 
  
The Europeans arrived in Cameroon in the 1500s, for the acquisition 
of slaves.  Christian missions were established in the 19th century and 
are still present today.  Cameroon is endowed with an abundance of 
natural resources, a population that has one of the highest literacy 
rates in Africa, though pervasive corruption impedes development. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Cameroon 
1.  That the Church in Africa may be an instrument of reconciliation 
2.  That democratic reforms come at a faster pace 
3.  That the nation will control and make progress against HIV/AIDS 
4.  That economic development may lift families out of poverty. 
5.  That authorities may be diligent in fighting human trafficking. 

  
Day 7:     17 October 2011 
CAPE VERDE (Africa) 
Literacy:  77% 
Life Expectancy:  72.5 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  24.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $3,800 
Population:  567,000 Annual Growth:  1.41% 
Ethnicity :  Creole, African, European 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant 
Resources:  Salt, pozzolana, limestone, fish, shellfish 
Products:  Bananas, corn, beans, sugarcane, coffee, fruits 
Industry :  Fish and fish products, clothing, shoes, beverages 
World Heritage Site:  Historic Center of Ribeira Grande 
  
The Cape Verde archipelago boast spectacular rock formations 
created by the high winds of the Atlantic.   The excellent harbor in 
Mindelo made it an important center of commerce. Poor in natural 
resources, prone to drought and with little arable land, it has 
nonetheless achieved economic stability and is today a stable 
democracy. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Cape Verde 
1.  For a solution to the nationõs serious water shortages 
2. For political will to stop shipment of Latin American cocaine 
destined for Western Europe.   
3. For  more government investment in education  
4. For government leaders to serve with honesty and integrity 
5. For family ties to remain strong in the midst of separation caused 
by economic necessity 

  
Day 8:     18 October 2011 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (Africa) 
Literacy:  48.6% 
Life Expectancy:  44.47 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  80.62/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $700 
Population:  4.4M Annual Growth:  1.49% 
Ethnicity :  Baya, Banda, Sara, Mandja, Mboum (80 ethnic groups) 
Religion:  Protestant, Roman Catholic, Muslim, Indigenous 
Resources:  Diamonds, uranium, timber, gold, oil, coffee 
Products:  Timber, cotton, coffee, tobacco, food crops 
Industry :  Diamond mining, sawmills, breweries, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Manovo-Gounda St. Floris National Park 
  
The C.A.R. has been settled since the 7th century by overlapping 
empires. Since independence from the French in 1960, it has endured 
several coups and a brutal regime under Jean-Bedel Bokassa.  Illegal 
weapons proliferate across CAR, and armed groups are active in the 
north.  The country is endowed with virgin rainforests and has some 
of the highest densities of lowland gorillas and forest elephants in 
Africa. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for C.A.R. 
1.  That government may bring order to the countryside 
2.  That neighboring nations may learn to live in peace 
3.  That social justice may bring more equal distribution of wealth 
4. That improved health care may give hope to infants and the young 
5.  In this feast of St. Luke, may the faithful continue to be nourished 
by the Gospel he proclaimed 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 9:     19 October 2011 
CHAD (Africa)  
Literacy:  48%% 
Life Expectancy:  48.7 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  130/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,600 
Population:  10.3M Annual Growth:  3.5% 
Ethnicity :  200 ethnic groups 
Religion:  Muslim, Christian, Animist 
Resources:  Petroleum, natron, kaolin, gold, bauxite, tin 
Products:  Sugar, cotton, livestock, fish, peanuts, millet 
Industry : Meatpacking, beer brewing soap, cigarettes, natron 
  
Chadõs Lake Chad is the most important wetland in Africa, though it 
has shrunk dramatically in the last 4 decades due to increased water 
use and inadequate rainfall.  Polygamy is common and sanctioned by 
law.  Violence against women is prohibited, but domestic violence is 
common.  Female genital mutilation is prohibited but widespread 
and deeply rooted in tradition.   
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Chad 
1.That economic development may lift people out of poverty 
2.That the poor gain access to safe drinking water 
3.That the many ethnic groups come to share power 
4.That the painful experience of war may lead Chad to pursue the 
way of peace 
5. That enlightenment comes for dignified treatment of women 

  
Day 10:     20 October 2011 
COMOROS (Africa)  
Literacy:  56.5% 
Life Expectancy:  63.47 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  66.57/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population:  691,000 Annual Growth:  2.76% 
Ethnicity :  Antalote, Cafre, Makoa, Oimatsaha, Sakalava 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 98%, Roman Catholic 2% 
Services:  Commerce, tourism 
Products:  Vanilla, cloves, perfume essences, copra, banana 
Industry :  Perfume distillation 
  
A history of more than 20 coups since 1975 has left Comoros poor, at 
times teetering on the brink of disintegration.  Koranic schools 
reinforce the influence of Islam. Its lava-encrusted soil is unsuitable 
for agriculture. The government must deal with issues of human 
trafficking and forced recruitment. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Comoros 
1.That the government  may find the resources  and the political will 
to end human trafficking and forced recruitment. 
2. That the nation may create economic growth  and move out of 
poverty. 
3. That the people may be given more opportunities for education 
4.  That industries may generate jobs to absorb the unemployed 
5. That Comoros will qualify for debt relief in 2012 

  
Day 11:     21 October 2011 
CONGO Republic of (Africa) 
Life Expectancy:  54.15 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  79.78/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,100 
Population:  3.7M Annual Growth:  2.754% 
Ethnicity :  15 principal Bantu groups, 70 subgroups 
Religion:  Traditional beliefs, Roman Catholic, Christian 
Resources:  Petroleum, wood, potash, lead, zinc, uranium 
Products:  Manioc, sugar, rice, corn peanuts, vegetables 
Trade:  Petroleum, lumber, plywood, sugar, cocoa, diamonds 
  
Congo is one of the most urbanized countries in Africa.  First 
inhabited by Pygmies, Congo was later settled by the Bantus.  It 
came under French rule in the 19th century and in the 20th came 
decades of turbulent politics marked by Marxist rhetoric.  Remnants 
of the civil war militias, known as Ninjas, are still active in the 
southern region.  It is one of sub-Saharan Africaõs main oil 
producers, though 70% of the population lives in poverty.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Congo 
1. That the wealth of the land may be used for the good of all. 
2. That the government may succeed in efforts to fight poverty. 
3.  That the government may be equipped to handle the hordes of 
refugees fleeing to the Congo. 
4.  That genuine peace may come to the Congolese. 
5. That the country will develop other sectors so it will be less 
vulnerable to volatile oil prices  

  
Day 12:     22 October 2011 
COTE DõIVOIRE (Africa) 
Literacy: 51%% 
Life Expectancy:  46 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  111/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,800 
Population:  20.62M Annual Growth:  3.8% with immigration 
Ethnicity :  Native Ivoirians 77%, French, Lebanese, Vietnamese 
Religion:  Indigenous, Muslim, Christian 
Resources:  Petroleum, gold 
Products:  cocoa, coffee, timber, rubber, corn, rice 
Industry :  Food processing, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Comoe National Park, Mount Nimba Strict 
Nature Reserve, Tai National Park  
  
Cote dõIvoireõs early history is unknown but a Neolithic culture may 
have existed.  French missionaries first landed in 1637.  It was once 
hailed as a model of stability but an armed rebellion in 2002 split the 
nation in two. Cote dõIvoire has high population growth, high crime 
rate, high incidence of AIDS.  Elections in 2010 led to civil war. 
Joyful  Mysteries:  Intentions for Cote dõIvoire 
1.That those afflicted with AIDS may receive compassionate care 
2.That the nation confront and resolve issues of land reform 
3.That the nation succeed in the disarmament, demobilization, and 
reintegration of rebel forces 
4. That the coming legislative elections be peaceful 
5. That internally displaced persons may be able to return home 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 13:     24 October 2011 
DEM. REP. OF CONGO (Africa) 
Literacy:  55% (women) 76% (men) 
Life Expectancy:  51.3 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  92/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $300 
Population: 70.9M Annual Growth:  3.24% 
Ethnicity :  Luba, Kongo, Anamongo, 250 African ethnic groups 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Kimbanguist 
Resources: Copper, cobalt, diamonds, gold, petroleum, wood 
Products:  Coffee, rubber, palm oil, cotton, cocoa, sugar, tea 
Industry :  Minerals, textiles, plastics, footwear, cigarettes 
World Heritage Site:  Garamba Park, Kahuzi-Biega Park, Okapi 
Wildlife Reserve, Salonga Park, Virunga Park 
  
700 local languages are spoken in DRC, bridged by the use of 
French and native languages like Swahili. Renamed Zaire by 
President Mobutu, renamed D.R.C. by Laurent Kabila, its people 
have endured bloody civil war, that has claimed an estimated 3 
million lives.  It ranks last among countries in per capita income 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for D.R.C. 
1. That the people can move beyond their memory of civil war, 
ethnic strife and brutal oppression 
2. That families torn apart by violence may find healing 
3. That the 1.4 million internally displaced persons will return to 
safety and peace. 

4. For free, peaceful, orderly national election in November 2011. 
5. That authorities will stop the rampant production of marijuana 

  
Day 14:     25 October 2011 
DJIBOUTI (Africa) 
Literacy:  67.9%% 
Life Expectancy:  43.37 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  97.5/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,800 
Population:  864,000 Annual Growth:  1.903% 
Ethnicity :  Somali, Afar, Ethiopian, Arab, French, Italian 
Religion:  Muslims 94% Christian 6% 
Resources:  Minerals,  geothermal, wind and solar energy 
Products:  Livestock, fishing, limited commercial crops 
Industry :  Banking, insurance, construction, public works. 
  
The history of Djibouti is recorded in the poetry and songs of its  
nomadic people going back thousands of years when Djiboutians traded 
hides and skins for perfume and spices. A òFamily Lawó enacted in 
2002 replaced Sharia.  The Government is working to increase 
recognition of womenõs rights and to stop abusive traditional practices 
including female genital mutilation.  The countryõs strategic access to 
the Red Sea ensures steady flow of foreign assistance. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Djibouti 
1.  That people may have access to water and improved sanitation. 
2.  That jobs may be created for the unemployed. 
3.  That society may recognize the value of women and accord them 
the dignity they deserve. 
4.  That all may have sufficient bread for their daily needs. 
5.  That piracy in the waters off the Gulf of Aden will be defeated and 
eliminated. 

  
Day 15:     26 October 2011 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA (Africa)  
Literacy:  87% 
Life Expectancy:  62.37 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  81.58/1000 
Per capita (PPP):  $36,600 
Population:  676,000 Annual Growth:  2.641% 
Ethnicity :  Fang, Bubi, Annobenese, Ndowe, Kombe, Bujebas 
Religion:  Nominally Christian, pagan practices 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, timber, gold, manganese 
Products: Coffee, cocoa, rice, yams, cassava, bananas, timber 
Industry :  Petroleum, natural gas, fishing, lumber 
  
Under the Spanish, Equatorial Guinea achieved high literacy rates 
and developed a good network of health care facilities.  It is the 
smallest country in continental Africa, and the richest per capita, 
though oil wealth is concentrated in the hands of few.  The UN says 
less than half the population has access to clean water. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Equatorial Guinea 
1. For people to have access to water and improved sanitation 
2. For government to address the disparity between rich and poor 
3.  For the poor to have a share in the riches of the land 
4.  For the state to continue making progress in transparency over 
oil revenues. 
5.  For children to be protected from violence and exploitation. 

  
Day 16:   27 October 2011 
ERITREA (Africa) 
Education: No compulsory education 
Life Expectancy:  61 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  43/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $600 
Population:  5.2M Annual Growth:  2.5% 
Ethnicity :  Tigrinya, Tigre, Saho, Afar, Beja, Bilen 
Religion:  Orthodox Christians, Muslim, indigenous 
Resources:  Gold, copper, iron ore, potash, oil 
Products:  millet sorghum, teff, wheat, barley, flax, cotton 
Industry :  Food and alcohol, leather, textiles, chemicals, cement 
  
Eritrea is considered the most likely location of the land known to 
ancient Egyptians as Punt.  Following independence from Ethiopia, 
Eritrea had to build institutions of government from scratch.  It is still 
unable to provide enough food, with two thirds of the population 
receiving food aid.  Currently, no civil liberties are allowed. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Eritrea 
1.  For the nation to heal from the civil war that led to secession. 
2.  For people to have sufficient bread for their daily needs. 
3.  For continued humanitarian assistance to the millions of famine 
victims and refugees 
4.  For improved access and more years of compulsory education 
5.  For sound economic management to take root 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 17:    28 October 2011 
ETHIOPIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  43% 
Infant Mortality :  77/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population Growth:  2.6% 
Ethnicity :  Oromo, Amhara, Tigre, Somali, Sidama 
Religion:  Ethiopian Orthodox, Muslim, Protestant 
Resources:  Potash, salt, gold, copper, platinum, natural gas 
Products:  Coffee, cereals, pulses, oilseeds, khat, meat, hides 
Industry :  Textiles, construction, cement, hydroelectric power 
World Heritage Site: 9 sites including Simien National Park, 
Rock-Hewn Churches, and Konso Cultural Landscape 
  
Hominid bones dating back 4.4 million years make Ethiopia one of 
the earliest known locations of human ancestors.  Legend says that 
Menelik I, the son of King Solomon and Queen of Sheba founded 
the Ethiopian Empire.  Drought, famine and war brought millions to 
the brink of starvation in the 1970õs and 1980õs. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Ethiopia 
1. That the country move on from its history of coups and border 
disputes. 
2.That the earthõs climate bring more rain and less drought 
3. That all may have sufficient bread for their daily needs. 
4. That authorities have resources to aid 200,000 displaced persons 
5. On this feast of St. Jude, may those without hope come to believe 

and look confidently to the future 

  
Day 18:     29 October 2011 
GABON (Africa) 
Literacy:  86% 
Life Expectancy:  60 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  55/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $15,020 
Population Growth:  2.025% 
Ethnicity:  Fang, Myene, Bapounou, Eshira, Bandjabi, Bakota 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, Animist 
Resources:  Petroleum, timber, manganese, uranium, gold 
Products:  Manioc, rubber, salt, pineapples 
Industry : Petroleum related, wood processing, food, beverage 
World Heritage Site:  Relict Cultural Landscape of Lope-Okanda 
  
Gabon is one of the least densely populated countries in West Africa.  
A stable democracy, its 40 ethnic groups maintain constant contact 
and interaction.  French, the official language, is a unifying force.  
Gabon is noted for its efforts to preserve the natural environment.  
11% of the territory is designated as part of the national park system. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Gabon 
1.  That the government effectively end the trafficking of children. 
2.  That public health efforts will control the sweep of infectious 
diseases 
3.  That Gabonõs abundant forests be used responsibly  
4.  That people of good will may offer an effective contribution to the 
promotion of education, justice, solidarity and peace 
5.  That jobs be created for the unemployed 

  
Day 19:     31 October 2011 
GAMBIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  40.1% 
Life Expectancy:  56 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  67/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,900 
Population: 1.7M  Annual Growth:  1.668% 
Ethnicity :  Mandinka, Fula, Wolof, Jola, Sarahule 
Religion:  Muslim 90%, Christian 
Resources:  Possible oil and gas offshore 
Products:  Rice, millet, sorghum, peanuts, corn, sesame, fish 
Industry :  Peanut, fish products, construction, telecoms, etc 
World Heritage Site:James Island, Stone Circles of Senegambia  
  
The ethnic groups in Gambia live with a minimum of intertribal 
friction.  Gambians officially observe the holidays of Muslims and 
Christians and practice religious tolerance.  Once part of the Mali 
and Kaabu Empires, European powers struggled for supremacy 
here.  Stability has not translated to prosperity.  Only one sixth of 
its land is arable, and it relies mainly on peanuts for export. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Gambia 
1.  For progress in its march to authentic democracy 
2.  For improved access to education and increased literacy 
3.  For economic growth to improve the lives of Gambians 
4. For Gambiaõs borders to be protected from illegal activities 
5.For policies and programs that will mitigate the effects of drought 

  
Day 20:     1 November 2011 
GHANA (Africa)  
Literacy:  57.9% 
Life Expectancy:  59.8 yrs M/ 62.3 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  48.55/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $2,500 
Population:  24.2M Annual Growth:  1.8% 
Ethnicity :  Akan, Mole Dagbon, Ewe, Ga-Dangme 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, traditional 
Resources:  Gold, oil, timber, diamonds, bauxite, manganese 
Products:  Cocoa, wood, pineapples, cashews, spices, rubber 
Industry:  Mining, lumber, light industry, fishing, aluminum 
World Heritage Site:  Asante, Forts and Castles in Volta 
  
Ghanaõs history, derived from oral tradition, dates back to the 15th 
century. Ghana, meaning òWarrior Kingó, was once called the Gold 
Coast. The Government of Ghana supports free, compulsory, 
universal basic education, with 3.5% of GDP budgeted for education.   
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Ghana 
1.  That deforestation, overgrazing and soil erosion be curtailed 
2.  That Ghana sustain its efforts to check the re-emergence of the 
guinea worm 
3.  That the governmentõs anti-corruption agenda may succeed 
4.  That authorities succeed in controlling the transit of heroin. 
5. That authorities end poaching and habitat destruction that  
threatens wildlife populations 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 21:     2 November 2011 
GUINEA (Africa) 
Literacy:  42.6% male, 18.1% female 
Life Expectancy:  57.09 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  65.22/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population:  10.06M :  2.572% 
Ethnicity :  Peuhl, Malinke, Soussou 
Religion:  Muslim 85%, Christian, traditional 
Resources: Bauxite, iron ore, diamonds, gold, hydropower, etc 
Products:  Rice, cassava, coffee, bananas, sweet potatoes 
Industry :  Mining, light manufacturing, agricultural processing 
World Heritage Site:  Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve 
  
Guinea is the origin of 22 West African rivers.  It is richly endowed 
with minerals, with perhaps half of the worldõs reserves of bauxite.  
In 2000 it became home to half a million refugees fleeing Sierra 
Leone and Liberia.  Acute economic problems prompts warnings 
that Guinea risks becoming a òfailed stateó. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Guinea 
1.  For the nation to stand up against corruption. 
2.  For the riches of creation to be valued and made available to all 
3.  For relief from debt burden. 
4.  For protection from conflicts in neighboring states, the rebels, 
warlords and youth gangs that cause domestic instability 
5.  For democracy to take root following the 2010 elections 

  
Day 22:    3 November 2011 
GUINEA BISSAU (Africa) 
Literacy:  42.4% 
Life Expectancy:  47.9 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  99.82/1000 
Population: 1.65M Growth:  2.02% Per Capita (PPP):  $1,100 
Ethnicity :  Balanta, Fula, Manjaca, Mandinga, Papel 
Religion:  Indigenous 50%, Muslim, Christian 
Resources:  Fish, timber, bauxite, phosphate, petroleum 
Products:  Cashews, tropical fruits, rice, peanuts, cotton 
Industry :  Cashew processing, fish for export 
  
Guinea Bissau was first explored by the Portuguese and became a 
major slave-trading center in the 18th century.  It is now open to 
foreign investment but poor infrastructure and political instability are 
disincentives.  WHO estimates fewer than 5 physicians per 100,000 
persons.  Guinea Bissau is also a major hub for cocaine smuggled from 
Latin America to Europe. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Guinea Bissau 
1. That the country will find lasting peace after many years of war. 
2. That government improve services to the poor and destitute. 
3.  That Guinea-Bissau will cease being a source of children trafficked 
for begging and forced agricultural labor. 
4.  That authorities halt the illicit and lucrative trade in narcotics 
5.   On this feast of St. Martin de Porres, may those who work for 
social justice find encouragement  

  
Day 23:     4 November 2011 
KENYA (Africa)  
Literacy:  74% 
Life Expectancy:  55.3 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  57.4/1000 
Population:  41M   Per Capita (PPP):  $1,600 
Ethnicity:  Kikuyu, Luhya, Luo, Kalenjin, Kamba, Kisii, 
Religion: Christian 82.6%, Muslim, traditional African 
Resources:  Wildlife, soda ash, land 
Products:  Tea, coffee, sugarcane, corn, wheat, rice, sisal, 
pineapples, pyrethrum, dairy, meat, hides, skins 
Industry:   Petroleum products, grain, sugar, cement, beer 
World Heritage Site:  6 sites including Fort Jesus in Mombasa, 
Kenya Lake System, Lake Turkana National Parks 
  
Kenya has been described as òthe cradle of humanityó.  Its diverse 
population includes three of Africaõs major sociolinguistic groups.  
They are a deeply religious people, who retain links with extended 
families. òHarambeeó meaning òpull togetheró is their  motto. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Kenya 
1. For leaders to make good on promises to tackle corruption 
2. For sufficient rainfall to ensure a good harvest 
3. For Godõs mercy on 60,000 children living in Nairobi's streets 
4.  For the 40% of the population under 15 years of age, to receive 
training and education and gainful employment. 
5. For resources to shelter 250,000 refugees  

  
Day 24:     5 November 2011 
LESOTHO (Africa) 
Literacy:  84.8% 
Life Expectancy:  51.63 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  55.04/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,700 
Population: 2M  Growth:3.51% HIV/Prevalence: 23.3% 
Ethnicity :  Basotho, Europeans, Asians   
Religion:  Christians 90% 
Resources:  Water, agriculture, grazing land, diamonds 
Products:  Corn, wheat, sorghum, pulses, barley, peas, beans 
Industry :  Textiles, apparel, food, beverages, tourism 
  
Lesotho is a constitutional monarchy.  Water is its only significant 
natural resource, and has made it almost completely self-sufficient in 
the production of electricity.  The government has finalized a 
National Strategic Plan to deal with HIV/AIDS, which affects 50% of 
women under 40 in urban areas.  Much of the countryõs spectacular 
canyons remain untouched but developers have began building roads 
to reach mineral and water resources.  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Lesotho 
1.  That Christ may ease the sufferings of those sick with AIDS 
2.  That government and industry may together create jobs for the 
many unemployed 
3.  That solidarity will lessen the extremes in income inequality 
4.  That young people may be preserved from exploitation 
5.  That Lesotho resolve controversies concerning its military 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 25:     7 November 2011 
LIBERIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  58% 
Life Expectancy:  58 yrs 
Per Capita (PPP):  $500 
Population:  3.96M Annual Growth:  2.1% 
Ethnicity :  Kpelle, Bassa, Gio, Kru, 12 other ethnic groups 
Religion:  Christian 85%, Muslim 
Resources: Iron ore, rubber, timber, diamonds, gold, tin 
Products:  Coffee, cocoa, sugarcane, rice, cassava, palm oil 
Industry :  Rubber, diamonds, gold, iron ore, forestry, beverages 
World Heritage Site:  Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve 
  
The Portuguese named it òGrain Coastó, the British installed 
trading posts, the Dutch destroyed the posts.  Liberia was founded 
in 1820 by free African-Americans and freed slaves from the 
United States. A 14-year civil war ended in 2004, but the UN still 
maintains 15,000 soldiers, making it one of the most expensive 
peacekeeping missions. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Liberia 
1.  For healing and restoration of the war-torn nation 
2.  For access to better sanitation 
3.  For an end to cannibalism and witchcraft 
4. For leaders to become honorable stewards of the nationõs wealth 
and natural resources 
5.  For government to rebuild infrastructure and generate new jobs 

  
Day 26:    8 November 2011 
MADAGASCAR (Africa) 
Literacy:  64% 
Life Expectancy:   61yrs 
Infant Mortality :  41/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $900 
Population:  20.7M  Annual Growth:  2.7% 
Ethnicity :  18 Malagasy tribes, Comorans, French, Indians 
Religion:  Traditional, Christian, Muslim 
Resources:  Graphite, chrome, coal, bauxite, ilmenite, nickel, 
gold, oil, tar sands, uranium, precious  semiprecious stones 
Products:  Rice, livestock, seafood, coffee, vanilla, sugar 
World Heritage Site:  Rainforests of the Atsinanana, Royal Hill 
of Ambohimanga, Tsingy de Bemaraha Strict Nature Reserve 
  
Madagascarõs population is of mixed Asian and African origin.  
Traditional religions are practiced.  The reburial practice of 
òfamadihanaó celebrates the link between ancestors and the living. 
Two-thirds of the population live below the poverty line.  It is the 
worldõs fourth biggest island, with many unique mammals and birds 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Madagascar 
1. For  fires of political discord to die down 
2. For peaceful coexistence among the different tribes 
3. For an increase in the standard of living especially for the 80% 
living in poverty 
4. For resources to help the malnourished and those with malaria 
5. For protection of endangered flora and fauna unique to the island 

  
Day 27:    9 November 2011 
MALAWI (Africa)  
Literacy:  69% 
Life Expectancy: 53 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  72/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $800 
Population:  14.9M 
Ethnicity:  Chew, Nyanja, Tumbuka, Yao, Lomwe, Sena, Tonga 
Religion:  Protestant, Roman Catholic, Muslim 
Resources:  Limestone, uranium, coal, bauxite, phosphates 
Products:  Tobacco, sugar, cotton, tea, corn, potatoes, coffee 
World Heritage Site: Chongoni Rock-Art, Lake Malawi  Park 
  
Hominid remains dating back 1 million yrs were found in Lake 
Malawi. It is one of sub-Saharan Africaõs most densely populated 
countries.  Tribal distinctions persist but a Malawian nationality has 
begun to take hold among people who are generally conservative 
and nonviolent. Real economic growth has been achieved. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Malawi 
1.  That the  millions affected by river blindness may receive  
training that will enable them to seek employment. 
2.  That the nation provide care for the  6% of the population with 
HIV/AIDS 
3.  For debt relief , to improve the lives of the majority 
4.  For the famine areas in Chikwawa, Nsange and Balaka 
5.  For NGOs to be sustained in their aid and development efforts 

  
Day 28:     10 November 2011 
MALI  (Africa)  
Literacy:  31% 
Life Expectancy:  54yrs 
Infant Mortality : 121/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,200 
Population: 14.5M  Annual Growth:  2.4% 
Ethnicity :  Manding, Fulani, Saracole, MIanka, Songhai, Tuareg 
Religion:  Muslim 90%, Indigenous 6% Christian 4% 
Resources:  Gold, phosphate, kaolin, salt, limestone, oil 
Products:  Millet, sorghum, corn, rice, livestock, sugar, cotton 
World Heritage Site:  Cliff of Bandiagara, Old Towns of Djenne, 
Timbuktu, Tomb of Askia 
  
Sub-Saharan ethnic groups comprise a majority of the population, 
desert nomads, who traditionally oppose the central government.  
Malians take great pride in their ancestry, as heirs of ancient African 
empires.  23 years of dictatorship ended in 1992. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Mali 
1. For government resources to control its long and porous border 
2. For government to respect the freedom of religion that is  
guaranteed by Maliõs constitution. 
3. For  protection of the children, who because of nomadic  
practices often do not receive inoculation and vaccination 
4. For economic growth to increase employment opportunities 
5. For programs that will mitigate the effects of drought 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 29:     11 November 2011 
MAURITANIA (Africa)  
Literacy:  59% 
Life Expectancy:  64 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  67/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,100 
Population:  3.3M Growth:  2.5% 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber/Negroid, Haalpulaar, Soninke, Wolof 
Religion:  Muslim 
Resources: Petroleum, fish, iron ore, gypsum, copper, gold 
Products:  Livestock, traditional fisheries, millet, maize, wheat 
Industry :  Mining, commercial fishing 
World Heritage Site:  Ancient Ksour of Ouadane, Chinguetti, 
Tichitt, Oualata and Banc dõArguin National Park 
  
The Bafours were the original inhabitants of Mauritania.  They were 
overcome by the migration of Berber tribes, who were in turn 
dominated by Arabs.  French colonizers prohibited slavery and 
brought an end to interclan warfare.  There are conflicting visions of 
Mauritania as either an Arab or sub-Saharan country. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Mauritania 
1. That the young democracy may not relapse into autocratic rule 
2. That the nation be shielded from the threat posed by Al Qaeda 
3. That government may succeed in  ending slavery 
4.  That ethnic groups may come to peaceful coexistence 
5. That government effectively control the activities of foreigners in 
the rich fishing areas. 

  
Day 30:    12 November 2011 
MAURITIUS (Africa) 
Literacy:  84.4% 
Life Expectancy:  70.53 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  12.2/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,000 
Population: 1.29M  Growth:  0.776% 
Ethnicity :  Mauritians, Creoles, Sino/Franco-Mauritians 
Religion: Hindu 48%, Roman Catholic 23.6% Muslim 16% 
Resources:  None 
Products: Sugar, tea, tobacco, vegetables, fruits, flowers, cattle 
Industry :  Textiles, clothing, watches, clocks, jewelry, toys 
World Heritage Site:  Aapravasi Ghat, Le Morne Landscape 
  
Mauritius became both a French and English colony. It has preserved 
its image as one of Africaõs few social and economic success stories. 
Franco-Mauritians still control most of the large sugar estates.  
Politics is vibrant and characterized by coalition and alliance building.  
Mauritius is home to some of the worldõs rarest plants and animals. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Mauritius 
1. That Mauritius sustain her gains in economic progress and human 
development 
2. That improved drainage systems will ease the flooding caused by 
cyclones 
3.  For effective solutions to the problem of water pollution 
4. For government efforts to stem the degradation of the coral reefs 
5. For reforestation efforts to solve the problem of soil erosion 

  
Day 31:     14 November 2011 
MOZAMBIQUE (Africa)  
Literacy:  52.2% 
Life Expectancy:  42.07 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  115/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population:  22.9M 
Ethnicity : Makhuwa, Tsonga, Makonde, Shangaan, Shona, others 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, indigenous African 
Resources:  Hydroelectricity, coal, natural gas, titanium ore, etc.  
Products:  Cotton, cashew, sugarcane, tea, cassava, corn, sisal 
Industry :  Food, beverages, chemicals, aluminum, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Island of Mozambique  
  
The people of Mozambique have retained an indigenous culture. 
Their most highly developed art forms are wood sculpture and 
dance.  Christian missionaries established schools, and though 
Governments placed high priority on education, school construction 
and teacher training have not kept up with population growth. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Mozambique 
1.  That the country may heal from the prolonged civil war 
2. That the country will return to the ranks of true electoral  
democracies 
3. For economic policies that will protect the poor from inflation 
4. For continuing political will to improve education. 
5.For continuing political will to control HIV/AIDS 

  
Day 32:     15 November 2011 
NAMIBIA (Africa)  
Literacy:  88% 
Per Capita (PPP): $6,900 
Population:  2.1M Annual Growth:  2.6% 
HIV/AIDS prevalence:  17.8% 
Ethnicity :  Ovambo, Kavango, Herero, Damara, Nama 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, Jewish BahaõI, indigenous 
Resources:  Diamonds, uranium, zinc, gold, copper, lead, tin 
Products:  Livestock, meat, crop farming, forestry 
Industry:   Gem-quality diamonds, uranium, zinc, copper, fish 
World Heritage Site:  Twyfelfontein or/Ui-//aes 
  
Missionaries in the 1800s drew many Namibians to Christianity.  
Namibiaõs GDP is relatively high but obscures one of the most 
unequal income distributions on the African continent.  Its main 
trading partner is South Africa, but it is seeking to diversify its trading 
relationships.  Tourism is a significant generator of employment. 
 Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Namibia 
1.  For Namibia to serve as a model in its constitutional provision to 
protect the environment 
2.  For adequate care for the 180,000 people with HIV/AIDS 
3.  For programs to mitigate food shortages arising from drought 
4.  For the safety of miners 
5.  For more equitable distribution of wealth  

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 33:   16 November 2011 
NIGER (Africa) 
Literacy:  29% (17% women) 
Life Expectancy:  58 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  81/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $700 
Population: 15.2M   Annual Growth:  3.3% 
Ethnicity:  Hausa, Djerma, Tuareg, Fulani, Beri Beri, Arab 
Religion:  Muslim 97% 
Resources:  Uranium, gold, oil, coal, iron, tin, and phosphates 
Products:  Millet, sorghum, cowpeas, peanuts, cotton, onions 
Industry :  Textiles, cement, soap, beverages 
World  Heritage Site:  Air and Tenere Natural Reserves, W 
National Park of Niger 
  
Nigerõs history dates back 600,000 years.  Today, its child mortality 
rate is particularly high due to inadequate nutrition.  Fertility rate of 
7.8 births/woman is among the highest in the world.  Close to 67% 
of the population in under 25. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Niger 
1. That Niger will have seen the end of coups and ethnic rebellion 
2. That  caste-based slavery  be ended 
3.That sexual exploitation and trafficking of children be halted 
4. That debt relief may free resources for basic health care, rural 
infrastructure and other programs 
5. That authorities will halt habitat destruction and the poaching of 
wildlife 

  
Day 34:    17 November 2011 
 NIGERIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  39-51% 
Life Expectancy:  47yrs 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,500 
Population:  152M  Annual Growth:  2.0% 
Ethnicity :  Hausa-Fulani, Igbo, Yoruba, Kanuri 
Religion:  Muslim, Christian, Indigenous African 
Resources:  Oil and natural gas, tin, columbite, iron ore, coal 
Products:  Cocoa, palm oil, yams, cassava, sorghum, millet 
Industry :  Textiles, cement, food products, footwear, metal 
World Heritage Site:  Sukur Cultural Landscape, Osun-Osogbo 
Sacred Grove 
  
Nigeriaõs recorded history dates back to 1000AD.  It is the most 
populous country in Africa, with over 250 ethnic groups, and a rich 
diversity of customs and traditions.  With vast proven reserves of oil 
and natural gas, Nigeriaõs oil boom in the 1970s led to a neglect of 
other economic sectors and spawned other economic distortions, but 
is now making progress toward a market-based economy. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Nigeria 
1.  For democracy to take root after long years of military rule. 
2. For the state to develop other industries to reduce the economyõs 
dependence on oil 
3. For an end to corruption so oil revenues will benefit all 
4. For improved efforts in its drive against money laundering 
5. For an end to communal violence between Christians and Muslims 

  
Day 35:     18 November 2011 
RWANDA (Africa) 
Literacy:  70% 
Life Expectancy:  49.8yrs 
Infant Mortality :  62/1000 
Population:  9.99M  Growth:  2.8% 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,100 
Ethnicity :  Indigenous ð Bahutu, Batutsi, Batwa 
Religion:  Christian 93.5%, traditional African, Muslim 
Products:  Coffee, tea, pyrethrum, bananas, beans, sorghum 
Industry :  Cement, agricultural products, beer, soft drinks, soap, 
furniture, shows, plastic goods, textiles, cigarettes 
  
Grasslands and farms over rolling hills and mountains characterize 
Rwandaõs landscape.  Its population density is the  
highest in sub-Saharan Africa.  The people endured the state-
orchestrated genocide in 1994, when 800,000 were killed in 100 
days.  The country is striving to rebuild its economy. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Rwanda 
1. That Rwandans may heal from the memory of the 1994 genocide 
2.  That the fruits of relief from the nationõs debt be felt by all 
3.  That economic growth may lift people out of poverty 
4.  That Rwandan refugees may be able to come home 
5.  That Rwanda continue its success in the fight against HIV/AIDS, 
with  education and prevention programs that have reduced the 
prevalence rate below 3% from 13% in the 1990s 

  
Day 36:     19 November 2011 
SAO TOME & PRINCIPE (Africa) 
Literacy:  87.9%  Life Expectancy: 66 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  37.12/1000 
Population: 167,000 Growth: 2.4% Per Capita (PPP): $1,800 
Ethnicity :  Mestico, Angolares, Forros, Servicais/Tongas  
Religion:  Christian 90% 
Industry :  Light construction, shirts, soap, beer, fisheries 
   
SEYCHELLES (Africa) 
Literacy:  92% 
Life Expectancy:  68.3yrs M, 77.9 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 12.3 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $23,200 
Population: 87,122   Growth:  -0.02% 
Ethnicity:  Creole        Religion:  Catholic 82.3% 
Industry :  Tourism, maritime services, re-exports 
World Her itage Site:  Aldabra Atoll, Vallee de Mai Reserve 

Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Sao Tome  and Seychelles 
1.That Christians may turn away from the practice of voodoo 
2.That  governments act on protecting the environment 
3.That a solution be found to end piracy in the Indian Ocean 
4.That economic growth may improve the lives of all 
5.That governments address the problem of the quality of education  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 37:     21 November 2011 
SENEGAL (Africa) 
Literacy:  59.1% 
Life Expectancy:  59.38  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  57.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,900 
Population:  12.2M  Growth:  2.5% 
Ethnicity :  Wolof, Fulani, Toucouleur, Serer, Diola, Mandingo 
Religion:  Muslim 95% 
Resources: Fish, peanuts, phosphate, iron ore, gold, titanium 
Products:  Fish, millet, sorghum, manioc, rice, cotton, flowers 
Industry :  Manufacturing, construction, trade 
World Heritage Site:  6 sites including Island of Goree, Djoudj 
National Bird Sanctuary 
  
Senegal is today held up as one of Africaõs model democracies with a 
multi-party system and a tradition of civilian rule.  Although poverty 
is widespread, it has one of the regionõs more stable economies.  
The government is known and respected for its diplomats and 
contributions to peacekeeping activities. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Senegal 
1.  That economic reform will decrease dependence on foreign aid 
2.  That  Senegalõs involvement in peacekeeping be recognized 
3.  That Senegalese migrant workers in Europe be treated fairly 
4. That the country succeed in solving the acute energy shortage 
5.  That the government and insurgents in the south come to peace 

  
Day 38:     22 November 2011 
SIERRA LEONE (Africa)  
Literacy:  35.1 % 
Life Expectancy: 55.7 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  80.16/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $900 
Population:  6.4M 
Ethnicity :  20 African groups including Temne, Mende, Limba,  
Religion:  Muslim 60%, Christian 30%, Animist 
Resources: Diamonds, titanium, bauxite, gold, iron ore, platinum 
Products:  Coffee, cocoa, ginger, palm kernels, palm oil, cassava 
Industry:   Diamond mining, beverages, textiles, tourism 
  
Sierra Leoneans are noted for their educational achievements, trading 
and entrepreneurial skills, and arts and crafts particularly  
woodcarving.  A decade of civil war ended in 2002.  Substantial 
growth has been recorded, but the challenges remain daunting. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Sierra Leone 
1.  For perpetrators of terror to be brought to justice  
2.  That the thousands whose limbs were maimed during the civil war 
may be given assistance to rebuild their lives 
3.  For the rehabilitation of the 6,000 children who were forced to 
become soldier killers during the war. 
4. For agricultural reform that will reverse deforestation and soil 
exhaustion 
5. For Christians to persevere in the face of  discrimination 

  
Day 39:     23November 2011 
SOMALIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  37.8% 
Life Expectancy:  49.6yrs 
Infant Mortality :  109.19/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $600 
Population:  9.8M  Growth:  2.8% 
Ethnicity :  Somali, Bantu, Arabs 
Religion:  Muslim 99.9% 
Resources:  Iron ore, tin, gypsum, bauxite, uranium, copper 
Products:  Livestock, fish, bananas, corn, sorghum, sugar 
Industry :  Telecommunications, livestock, fishing, textiles 
  
The Somali coastline extends 2,720 km.  The Cushitic populations 
living on the coast have an ancient history.  60% today are nomads 
or semi-nomads who raise cattle, camels, sheep.  16 years of 
anarchy ended in 2004 but continuing instability has recently led to 
the  
emergence of a Somalia-based maritime piracy in the form of 
hijacking vessels and crews for ransom. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Somalia 
1.  For the men suffering the trauma of war 
2.  For families who lost loved ones during the war 
3.  For the safety of the refugees who are searching for a new life 
4. For women who have experienced rape and exploitation 
5. For  Somalis to realize the deadly effects of òqató the narcotic that 
has had a devastating effect on large segments of society 

  
Day 40:     24 November 2011 
SOUTH AFRICA (Africa) 
Compulsory Education 7-15 yrs 
Life Expectancy:  55.2yrsW  53.3 yr M 
Infant Mortality :  47/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,700  Unemployment:  25.2% 
Population:  49.99M  Growth:  1.2% 
Ethnicity :  Black Africans, Whites, Coloreds, Asians 
Religion:  Predominantly Christian, traditional African, Hindu 
Resources: Essential commodities, fuel from coal 
Industry:  Minerals, mining, vehicles, machinery, textiles, etc  
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Fossil Hominid Sites,  
Robben Island, Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape 
  
Large deposits of gold discovered in the 1880s caused an influx of 
European immigration.  Boers kept all political power in the hands of 
whites, this policy called òapartheidó ended in the 1990s with the 
election of Nelson Mandela.  Diversity is a key feature of South  
Africa, where 11 languages are recognized as official, and where 
community leaders include rabbis and chieftains. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for South Africa 
1. That South Africans may continue to grow in harmony and peace 
2. That the nation remember the sacrifices of  Mandela and the  
freedom fighters  
3. That authorities control marijuana and the trading of illicit drugs. 
4.  That the nation may ably care for the 1.6 million AIDS  sufferers. 
5.  That government and industry may increase  job opportunities 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 41:    25 November 2011 
SOUTH SUDAN (Africa) 
   
Infant Mortality :  112/1000 
Population: 6M   
Ethnicity :  Dinka, Shilluk, Nuer, Acholi, Lotuhu 
Religion:  Traditional, Christians 
Resources:  Oil, iron ore, copper, zinc, silver, gold, hydropower 
Industry :  Oil 
  
South Sudan became the newest member of the United Nations on 
July 9, 2011.   
  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for South Sudan 
1. That memories of war may turn the people to work for peace 
2. That as it emerges from partition, North and South may discuss 
oil revenues in good faith. 
3. That the North  ask for reasonable transit fees in line with 
international norms for the oil that is pumped from the south. 
4. For the success of the global eradication campaign against the 
guinea worm  
5. That government discern the costs and benefits of the Grand 
Millennium Dam Project that may have a detrimental effect on 
wildlife 
  

  
Day 42:    26 November 2011 
SUDAN (Africa) 
Literacy:  61.1% 
Life Expectancy:  51.42  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  82.43/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,300 
Population:  41.08M  Growth:  2.143% 
Ethnicity :  Arab, Muslim, Black African 
Religion: Muslim, indigenous, Christians 
Resources:  Natural gas, gold, iron ore, copper, industrial metals 
Products:  Cotton, peanuts, sorghum, sesame seeds, millet 
Industry :  Motor vehicle assembly, cement, cotton, edible oils 
World Heritage Site:  Gebel Barkal, Meroe  
  
Sudanõs population is one of the most diverse, posing a major  
challenge to effective collaboration.  Sudan has been at war with itself 
for more than three-quarters of its existence.  In 2004, the US 
declared that genocide had been committed in Darfur, and held the 
Sudanese government and the Janjaweed responsible.  A peace 
agreement was signed in Doha. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Sudan 
1. That as it emerges from partition, the Sudanese may find common 
ground to  build a future based on respect for human diversity 
2. That the two million displaced people may find their way home 
3. For effective containment of  the rebel militia 
4. For hostilities to abate to allow humanitarian aid to come in 
5. For an end to the conflict in Western Darfur 

  
Day 43:     27 November 2011 
SWAZILAND (Africa)  
Literacy:  81.6% 
Life Expectancy:  47.97yrs 
Infant Mortality :  66.71/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,500 
Population:  1.2M     HIV/AIDS :  26% 
Ethnicity :  African 97%, European 
Religion:  Zionist 40%, Roman Catholic 20%, Muslim 2% 
Resources:  Coal, quarry stone, timber, talc 
Products:  Sugarcane, corn, citrus, livestock, wood, pineapple 
Industry :  Soft drink concentrates, sugar, pulp, canned fruits 
  
Its history from the 16th century records many able leaders including 
Mswati II, from whom Swazis derive their name.  He sought aid 
from the British against the Zulus who threatened his kingdom.  
Today the monarch holds supreme powers.    
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Swaziland 
1. That government programs may reverse the scourge of HIV 
2. That government may generate jobs to improve peopleõs lives, 
69% of whom live below the poverty line 
3. That government succeed in halting the trafficking of Swazi girls  
4. That government succeed in halting forced labor of Swazi boys 
5.  That the nation address problems of soil depletion and the effects 
of drought and floods. 

  
Day 44:     28 November 2011 
TOGO (Africa) 
Literacy:  70%M /44%F 
Life Expectancy:  60 yrs M /65 yrs F 
Per Capita (PPP): $900 
Population:  6.78M  Growth:  2.76% 
Ethnicity :  Ewe, Mina, Kabye, Cotocoli, Moba, 20 ethnic groups 
Religion:  Indigenous 51%, Christian 29%, Muslim 
Resources:  Phosphates, limestone, marble 
Products:  Yams, cassava, corn, millet, sorghum, cocoa, coffee 
Industry :  Mining, manufacturing, construction, energy 
World Heritage Site: Koutammakou-Land of the Batammariba 
  
Subsistence agriculture and commerce are the main economic 
activity. Despite insufficient rainfall, the Government has achieved its 
goal of self-sufficiency in food crops, from farms ranging in size from 
1 to 3 hectares.  Its foreign policy is non-aligned, with diplomatic 
relations with Israel.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Togo 
1. That fledgling democratic institutions will grow more confident 
2.  That the painful past of unrest and human rights abuses not be 
repeated 
3.  That government intensify efforts to end exploitation of children 
4.  That  debt relief will free resources for fighting poverty. 
5.  For the blessing of good weather to ensure good harvests 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 45:     30 November 2011 
UGANDA (Africa) 
Literacy:  74% 
Life Expectancy:  52.7  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  79.4/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  1,300 
Population:  32.7M  Growth:  3.3% 
Ethnicity :  Baganda, Banyankole, Bahima, Bakiga, Bunyoro, etc 
Religion:  Christian 85%, Muslim 12% 
Resources: Copper, cobalt, hydropower, limestone, salt, oil 
Products:  Coffee, tea, cotton, tobacco, cassava, potatoes 
Industry :  Agricultural products, cement production, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  3 sites including Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park and Tombs of Buganda at Kasubi 
  
Christian missionaries entered the country in the 1870s.   Today 
President Museveni has largely put an end to gross human rights 
abuses and initiated economic liberalization and press freedom.  A 
bill is under debate that will criminalize homosexuality. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Uganda 
1. That Ugandans may live free from war and conflict. 
2. That rebels, gangs and militia resolve to put down the sword. 
3. That the 1.2 million people suffering from AIDS receive help 
4. That the Church may be revived and purified 
5. That Charles Lwanag and the young martyrs of Uganda continue 
to inspire the youth of today to be loyal to Jesus and his teachings. 

  
Day 46:    1 December 2011 
TANZANIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  71.9%F / 82.95%M 
Life Expectancy:  52.4  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  68/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,400 
Population:  43.1M 
Ethnicity :  Tanzanian, Zanzibari 
Religion: Muslim 35%, Christian 63% 
Resources:  Hydroelectric power, coal, iron, gemstones, gold 
Products:  Coffee, cotton, tea, tobacco, cloves, sisal, cashew 
Industry:  Textiles, agro-processing, light manufacturing, steel 
World Herita ge Site: 7 sites including Serengeti, Kilimanjaro, 
Stone Town of Zanzibar, Kondoa Rock-art 
  
 Northern Tanzaniaõs Olduvai Gorge has provided fossil remains of 
some of humanityõs earliest ancestors.  Tanzanians pride themselves 
on living together with their diversity.  The economy remains donor-
dependent.  Leading cause of death for children is malaria, for adults 
it is HIV/AIDS. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Tanzania 
1. That authorities will effectively protect wildlife 
2. That authorities will arrest the trade of hashish, heroin, cocaine 
3. That the half-million refugees be successfully repatriated 
4.  That initiatives to translate the Bible  see its work to completion 
5.  That economic inequality be addressed and income levels increase 

  
Day 47:     2 December 2011 
ZAMBIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  60.6%F /81.6%M 
Life Expectancy:  38.63 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  70/1000   
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,500  HIV/AIDS Prevalence:  14.3% 
Population: 12.9M   Growth:  2.9% 
Ethnicity:  70 Bantu groups 
Religion:  Christian, indigenous, Muslim, Hindu 
Resources:  Copper, cobalt, zinc, lead, coal, emeralds, gold, etc.  
Products:  Corn, sorghum, rice, groundnuts, sunflower seeds, etc 
Industry :  Mining, transport, construction, foodstuffs 
World Heritage Site:  Mosi-oa-Tunya / Victoria Falls 
  
Over 800,000 children have lost one or both parents to AIDS.  Most 
Zambians are dependent on subsistence farms, though the transition 
to democracy in 1991 led to increased investment in mining sector.  
It has the spectacular scenery of Victoria Falls  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Zambia 
1.  That people may find the courage to confront corruption 
2.  That  children orphaned by AIDS may have wise and loving 
people to come to their aid, and protect them  from harm 
3.  That the government may fulfill the promise of universal free 
primary education 
4.  That the unemployed may find new economic opportunities  
5. That government will crack down on poaching that seriously 
threatens the rhinoceros, elephant, antelope and large cats. 

  
Day 48:     3 December 2011 
ZIMBABWE (Africa) 
Literacy:  91% 
Life Expectancy:  44yrs 
Infant Mortality :  62/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $500 
Population: 11.39M  Growth:  0.3% HIV/AIDS :  14.3% 
Ethnicity :  Shona, Ndebele, other African, White 
Religion:  Christianity 75%, animist, Muslim 
Resources:  40 minerals including diamonds, gold, silver, coal 
Products:  Corn, cotton, tobacco, wheat, coffee, tea, peanuts 
Industry :  Manufacturing, public administration, commerce 
World Heritage Site:  5 sites including Matobo Hills 
  
Stone-age implements, pebble tools and ruins of stone buildings give 
evidence of early civilization. Zimbabwe today has one of Africaõs 
highest literacy rates, with a network of private and mission schools, 
and higher education offered at 7 state-run universities. Its current 
economic and food crisis is the countryõs worst humanitarian crisis. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Zimbabwe 
1.That  industries implement safeguards to prevent pollution 
2.That political and economic reform may put an end to hyper-
inflation 
3.That families devastated by AIDS may find the support they need 
4.That the Church may take its role in responding to societyõs needs 
5.That Zimbabwe see the dawn of enlightened, honest leadership 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 49:     5 December 2011 
ALGERIA (The Near East) 
Literacy:  60.1% F / 79.6% M 
Life Expectancy:   75.26 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  26.75/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $7,300 
Population:  36.3M  Growth:  1.177% 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber 99% 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 99% Christian and Jewish 1% 
Products:  Wheat, barley, oats, grapes, olives, citrus, sheep 
Industry :  Petroleum, natural gas, light industries, mining, cement 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Kasbah of Algiers 
  
The Sahara covers more than 80% of Algeria which has one of the 
worldõs highest per housing unit occupancy rates, and is currently 
facing a shortfall of 1.5 million housing units.  The country enjoys 
freedom of the press, with 45 daily newspapers. The minority  
Berbers demanded and received recognition of their language. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Algeria. 
1. For repeal of the Ordinance of 2006 that regulates the exercise of 
religions other than Islam. 
2.  For withdrawal of the order to close down churches in Bejala 
province.   
3.  For earnest efforts to address the housing shortfall. 
4.  For people of goodwill to act with justice and mercy towards all 
5. For every believer in Christ to follow him faithfully 

  
Day 50:    6 December 2011 
BAHRAIN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  89.1% 
Life Expectancy:  72yrs M / 77yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  16.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $40,300 
Population:  1.04M Growth:  3.6% 
Ethnicity :  Bahraini 63%, Asian 19%, Arab, Iranian 
Religion:  Shiõa Muslim 70%, Sunni Muslim 30% 
Resources:  Oil, aluminum, textiles, natural gas, fish, pearls 
Products:  Fruit, vegetables, poultry, dairy, shrimp, fish 
Industry:  Oil and gas, manufacturing, aluminum 
World Heritage Site:  Ancient Harbour and Capital of Dilmun 
  
Site of the ancient Bronze Age civilization of Dilmun, Bahrain is now 
one of the most densely populated countries in the world, with 
foreign laborers accounting for 49% of total population.  Oil 
revenues are invested in developing advanced educational facilities. 
People took to the streets in 2011 demanding more freedom. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bahrain 
1.  That migrant workers be welcomed and treated with dignity 
2.  That violence against  citizens come to an end, and justice and 
peace be restored.  
3.  That tensions between Sunnis and Shiõites be peacefully resolved 
4.  That  there be more initiatives to improve the rights of women 
5.  That Christians in Bahrain will seek to be salt and light in society 

  
Day 51:     7 December 2011 
EGYPT (The Near East) 
Literacy:  58% 
Life Expectancy:  71yrs 
Infant Mortality :  31.33/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $6,200 
Population:  80.3M  Growth: 1.72%  Density: 3,820/sqmile 
Ethnicity :  Egyptian, Bedouin Arab, Nubian 
Religion:  Muslim 90%, Coptic Christian 9%, other Christian 
Resources: Petroleum, gas, iron ore, phosphates, gypsum, talc etc 
Products:  Cotton, rice, onions, beans, citrus, wheat, corn 
Industry : Food processing, textiles, petro/chemicals, etc  
World Heritage Site: 7 sites including Historic Cairo, Memphis, 
Abu Simbel 
  

Egypt has been a unified state for more than 5000 years.  Egyptians 
take pride in their pharaonic heritage and civilization.  Its wars with 
Israel then its peace with its adversary made Egypt a key player in 
the peace process. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Egypt 
1. That the Supreme Administrative Courtõs ruling in favor of 
Christian re-converts  be swiftly and effectively implemented. 
2. That leaders respond to legitimate calls for democratic reform 
3. That young people be sustained in hope in this season of political 
upheaval and economic slowdown 
4. That government succeed in keeping the peace with Israel 
5.  That the authorities wisely handle the threat posed by extremists 

  
Day 52:     8 December 2011 
IRAN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  73%F /86%M 
Life Expectancy:  69.77yrs 
Infant Mortality :  43.35/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $10,600 
Population:  76.92M  Growth:  1.25% 
Ethnicity :  Persians 51%, Azeri 24%, Gilaki / Mazandarani 8% 
Religion:  Shiõa Muslim 89%, Sunni Muslim 9% Zoroastrianism 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, coal, chromium, copper 
Products:  Wheat, rice, sugar beets, fruits, nuts, cotton, caviar 
Industry :  Petroleum, petrochemicals, textiles, food processing 
World Heritage Site: 13 sites including Persepolis 
  
Iranians take pride in their unique cultural and political heritage, a 
history dating back 100,000 years.  Arab conquest in the 7th century 
introduced Islam.  Vast oil  reserves powered economic growth in 
the 1960s-70s. Ayatollah Khomeini established a theocracy 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for  Iran 
1. That Believers from Muslim Backgrounds (BMBõs)  be  protected 
from harm and persecution 
2.  That economic reform, which includes privatization of key  
economic sectors, may lead to fulfillment of its tremendous potential 
3.  For policies to effectively deal with unemployment and inflation 
4.  For continued improvement in education and health services 
5.  For government to continue its programs in rural development 
and empowerment of the downtrodden 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 53:     9 December 2011 
Iraq (The Near East) 
Literacy:  74.1% 
Life Expectancy: 70.55 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  41.68/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $3,800 
Population:  30.4M  Growth:  2.39% 
Ethnicity: Arab 75-80%, Kurd 15-20%, Turkoman, Chaldean 
Religion:  Muslim 97% (Shiõa 60%, Sunni 32%), Christian 
Resources: Oil, natural gas, phosphates, sulfur 
Products:  Wheat, barley, rice, corn, chickpeas, beans, dates 
Industry :  Petroleum, chemicals, textiles, fertilizer, metals 
World Heritage Site: 3 sites including Samarra 
  
Once known as Mesopotamia, Iraq was the site of flourishing ancient 
civilizations, the Sumerian, Babylonian and Parthian. Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, which led the US to war in 1991, and the 
overthrow of Saddam Hussein in 2003.  The country remains  
volatile and disputes with the Kurds pose a serious threat.  
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Iraq 
1.  For the Coalition military that is keeping the peace in Iraq 
2. For the generation scarred by war to heal and rebuild their lives 
3.  For diplomacy to triumph in the continuing tensions between 
Iraq and Kuwait 
4.  For more understanding and appreciation of the role and value of 
women 
5.  For peaceful resolution of the conflict with the Kurds. 

  
Day 54:    10 December 2011 
ISRAEL (The Near East) 
Literacy:  96.9% 
Life Expectancy: 80.73yrs 
Infant Mortality :  4.22/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $29,800 
Population:  7.59M  Growth:  1.7% 
Ethnicity :  Jews 76.2%, Arabs 19.5% 
Religion:  Jewish, Muslim, Christianity, Druze 
Resources:  Copper, phosphate, bromide, potash, clay, sand 
Products:  citrus, fruits, vegetables, beef, dairy, poultry 
Industry :  Aviation, communications, CAD manufacturers, etc 
World Heritage Site:  6 sites including Masada, Megiddo 
  
The state of Israel was created in 1948 as a homeland for Jews. It has 
fought 5 wars since against Arab forces.  Its population is drawn from 
100 countries, making Israeli society rich in cultural diversity and 
artistic creativity.  Israel has several dance companies, theater groups, 
active artist colonies, chamber orchestras and 120 museums. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Israel 
1. That the Chosen People may come to live in peace with their 
neighbors. 
2.  That the Jewish people whom God bound to himself in a holy 
Covenant, may be faithful to the one God 
3.  That the defense forces may succeed in keeping the peace 
4.  That refugees and minorities be treated with dignity 
5.  That political dialogue be conducted with civility and charity 

  
Day 55:     12 December 2011 
JORDAN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  92.1% 
Life Expectancy:  71.6yrs M/74.4yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  20/1000 
Population:  5.97M  Per Capita (PPP):  $5,400 
Ethnicity :  Arab, Circassians, Armenians, Chechens 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 92%, Christian 6% 
Resources:  Phosphate, potash 
Products:  Citrus, tomatoes, cucumbers, olives, sheep, poultry 
Industry : Clothing, phosphates, fertilizers, pharmaceuticals 
World Heritage Site: 4 sites including Petra, Wadi Rum 
  
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is a constitutional monarchy.  It 
has limited natural resources, and is among the most water-poor 
countries.  Its significance results from its strategic location.   It is a 
key ally of the US, and has made peace with Israel.  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Jordan 
1.   For efforts to address  honor killing and other human rights 
violations against women. 
2.  For the government to address discrimination against minorities 
including Christians. 
3. For continued improvement in the treatment of refugees 
4.  For the King to continue efforts at reform and modernization 
5.  For believers from a Muslim background (BMBs) to persevere in 
their faith 

  
Day 56:     13 December 2011 
KUWAIT (The Near East) 
Literacy:  93.3% 
Life Expectancy: 76.51yrs M/ 78.96yrsF 
Infant Mortality :  8.97/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $48,900 
Population:  3.5M  Growth:  3.55% 
Ethnicity :  Kuwaiti 45%, other Arab 35%, South Asian , Iranian 
Religion:  Muslim 85%, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, fish 
Products:  Fish 
Industry :  Petroleum extraction and refining, fertilizer, chemicals, 
desalination, construction materials 
  
Kuwait is a constitutional hereditary emirate ruled by Amirs.  It has 
the fifth-largest oil reserves in the world.  Kuwait was the first Arab 
country in the Gulf to have an elected parliament.  In 2005, 
parliament gave women the right to vote and stand as candidates.  
The government sponsors many social welfare and public works.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Kuwait 
1. That a harvest of justice may spring from the selfless work of 
government and civic leaders. 
2. That migrant workers be welcomed and treated with fairness 
3.  That the Emir will rule justly for the benefit of all citizens. 
4.  That the wealth from the land may benefit all citizens 
5. That the government can create jobs outside the oil sector 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 57:     14 December 2011 
LEBANON (The Near East) 
Literacy:  93.1%M / 82.2%F 
Life Expectancy:  70.41yrsM / 75.48yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 23.7 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,400 
Population: 3.87M  Growth: 1.23% 
Ethnicity :  Arab 95%, Armenian 
Religion:  Muslim 60%, Christian 
Resources: Limestone, iron ore, salt 
Products: Citrus, grapes, tomatoes, vegetables, olives, goats 
Industry :  Authentic jewelry, inorganic chemicals, fruit, tobacco 
World Heritage Site: 5 sites including Byblos, Tyre 
  
Lebanon is the historic home of the Phoenicians whose culture 
flourished more than 2000 yrs ago.  Christians found refuge in  
Lebanonõs mountains during the Crusades. Political turmoil has 
marked its recent history. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Lebanon 
1.  That leaders may govern with wisdom despite various tensions 
2.  For peace and stability in the  refugee camps 
3.  For growing relations with Iran to bring economic growth and 
political stability 
4. For unity among Christians, beyond social and racial divides.  
5.  That aid may come to those traumatized by war and conflict 

  
Day 58:    15 December 2011 
LIBYA  (The Near East) 
Literacy:  92.4% M/ 72%F 
Life Expectancy: 75.18yrs M / 79.88 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  20.87/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,000 
Population: 6.46 M  Growth:  2.12% 
Ethnicity :  Berber and Arab 97% (140 tribes) 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 97% 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, gypsum 
Products:  Wheat, barley, olives, dates, citrus, vegetables, etc 
Industry :  Petroleum, food processing, textiles, handicrafts 
World Heritage Site:  5 sites including Sabratha, Ghadames 
  
For most of their history, Libyans have been subjected to foreign 
control, Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Greeks, Romans, Vandals, and 
Byzantines all ruled parts of Libya.  Muõammar Qadhafi staged a coup 
dõetat in 1969 and holds power to this day.  Oil transformed the 
country but wealth was concentrated in hands of the elite. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Libya 
1. That violence against citizens come to an end, and justice and 
peace restored. 
2.  That the wealth of the land be shared equally by all. 
3.  That  the many tribes in Libya learn to live in peace  
4.  That families bereaved by the current conflict be comforted 
5.  That God may bring light to the dark situation 

  
Day 59:     16 December 2011 
MOROCCO (The Near East) 
Literacy:  65.7%M / 39.6%F 
Life Expectancy:  71.8yrs 
Infant Mortality :  36.88/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,800 
Population:  34.9M  Growth: 1.48% 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber 99.1%  Jewish 0.2% 
Religion:  Muslim 98.7%, Christian 1.1%, Jewish 0.2% 
Resources:  Phosphates, fish, manganese, lead, silver, copper 
Products:  Barley, citrus fruits, vegetables, olives, wine 
Industry :  Phosphate mining, manufacturing, handicrafts, 
construction and public works, energy 
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Fez, Marrakesh, Meknes 
  
Moroccoõs strategic location shaped its history.  The Alaouite 
dynasty which has ruled Morocco since 1649 claims descent from 
the prophet Mohammed. It stayed independent for centuries while 
developing a rich culture blending Arab, Berber, European and 
African influences. Growth is hampered by the rainfall-dependent 
agriculture sector. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Morocco 
1. That there be sufficient rainfall to ensure good harvests 
2. That constitutional reform protecting human rights be passed 
3. That believers who suffer persecution may persevere in their faith 
4.  That the King address legitimate calls for reform 
5.  That the rights of indigenous Tamazight be respected 

  
Day 60:     16 December 2011 
Oman (The Near East) 
Literacy:  81% 
Life Expectancy:  73.8yrs 
Infant Mortality :  17/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $25,600 
Population:  3.37M  Growth:  2.0% 
Ethnicity :  Arab, Baluchi, Zanzabari, South Asian 
Religion:  Ibadhi, Sunni Muslim, Shia Muslim, Hindu, Christian 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, copper, marble, limestone 
Products:  Dates, bananas, mangoes, alfalfa 
Industry :  Petroleum, construction, copper mines and smelter, etc  
World Heritage Site: 4 sites including Bahla Fort, Bat, Al-Khutm, 
Land of Frankincense   
  
Oman adopted Islam in the 7th century, during the lifetime of   
Mohammed.  Ibadhism, a form of Islam distinct from Shiaism and 
Sunnisim is the dominant sect, and is known for its moderate  
conservatism.  Oman enjoys a high degree of internal stability, and 
among its attractions is the burgeoning capital of Muscat. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Oman 
1. For  leaders to be enlightened in their programs of modernization 
2. That the country peacefully transitions from a nomadic to an urban 
lifestyle 
3. For harmony between generations in this period of change 
4. For an increase in academic freedom and freedom of the press 
5. That Christians may have the freedom to worship. 

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 61:     19 December 2011 
QATAR (The Near East) 
Literacy:  89% 
Life Expectancy:  74.14 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  17.46/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $179,000 
Population:  1.45M  Growth:  59.6% 
Ethnicity :  Qatari 20%, other Arab, Indian, Filipino 10%, Nepali, 
Pakistani, Sri Lankan 
Religion:  Muslim (state religion) 
Resources: Petroleum, natural gas, fish 
Products:  Fruits and vegetables 
Industry :  Oil production and refining, mining, manufacturing 
  
With oil as the cornerstone of its economy, Qatarõs growth has been 
stunning at an average 15%, and a per capita income projected to be 
the highest in the world.  In 1995 the Crown Prince deposed his 
father to become emir.  He introduced reforms including giving 
women the right to vote and stand for office, and press freedom, 
which gave birth to the Al Jazeera TV station. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Qatar 
1. For abundant resources to be developed wisely for the good  of all 
2.  For the new constitutionõs provision of religious freedom  to be 
respected 
3.  For the Emir to be supported in his reform efforts 
4.  For migrant workers to be granted equal rights 
5.  For Filipinos in Qatar to be treated with justice and dignity 

  
Day 62:    20 December 2011 
SAUDI ARABIA (The Near East) 
Literacy:  84.7%M / 70.8%F 
Life Expectancy:  74yrs M / 78 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  11.57/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $24,200 
Population:  28.7M  Growth:  1.8% 
Ethnicity :  Arab 90%, Afro-Asian 10% 
Religion:  Muslim 
Resources:  Hydrocarbons, gold, uranium, bauxite, coal, iron 
Products:  Dates, grains, livestock, vegetables. Arable land 1.76% 
Industry :  Petroleum, petrochemicals, cement, fertilizer 
World Heritage Site: Madain Salih, At-Turaif District 
  
Saudi Arabiaõs Hijaz region is the cradle of Islam, the birthplace of the 
Prophet Mohammed.  The Al-Sauds came to power in the 18th 

century, espousing Wahhabism, a strict form of Sunnism, which 
formed a strongly religious self-identity.  The worldõs largest oil 
reserves today accounts for 90% of exports.   
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Saudi Arabia 
1. That the reform process may create a society with greater  
awareness of human rights. 
2. That extremism may be countered with respect and tolerance 
3. That the countryõs development plan promoting women in  
society may become a reality 
4.  That migrant workers be granted equal rights. 
5.  That people may be given the freedom to worship 

  
Day 63:     21 December 2011 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC (Near East) 
Literacy:  90.8% 
Life Expectancy:  69.8yrs M/ 72.68yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  17/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,800 
Population:  21M  Growth:  2.37% 
Ethnicity :  Arabs 90%, Kurds 9%, Armenians, Circassians 
Religion:  Sunni Muslims 74%, Alawis, Christians, Druze 
Resources:  Petroleum, phosphates, iron, chrome, manganese, etc  
Products:  Wheat, barley, cotton, lentils, chickpeas, olives 
Industry :  Petroleum, textiles, pharmaceuticals, food, cement 
World Heritage Site :6 sites including Damascus and Palmyra  
  
In Christian history, St. Paul was converted on the road to Damascus 
and established the first organized Christian Church at Antioch.  It is 
a land of fertile plains, mountains and deserts and diverse ethnic 
groups.  Syria is one of Israelõs harshest opponents, exacerbated by 
Israelõs occupation of the Golan Heights. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Syria 
1.  That those whose lives are lived in fear may find strength in God 
2.  That political leaders respond to the legitimate calls for reform 
3.  That  painful divisions in society find healing through men of faith 
4.  That the darkness of violence be dispelled by the light of truth. 
5. That political and electoral reform may pave the way to a peaceful 
transition of power from the Baath party. 

  
Day 64:     22 December 2011 
TUNISIA (The Near East) 
Literacy:  74.3% 
Life Expectancy:  75.78yrs 
Infant Mortality :  22.57/1000 
Population:  10.5M  Growth:  1.2%  Per Capita (PPP): $9,400 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber 98%, European 
Religion:  Muslim 99%, Christian, Jewish 
Resources:  Natural gas, crude oil, phosphates, salt, iron ore 
Products:  Olives/oil, grain, tomatoes, citrus, sugar beets, dates 
Industry :  Petroleum, mining, textiles, electric components 
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Carthage, Tunis,  
  
Home of the ancient city of Carthage, Tunisia has long been an 
important player in the Mediterranean and is today a voice of 
moderation and realism in the Middle East.  It has invested heavily in 
education, but providing jobs for the highly educated populace 
presents a challenge.  Popular street protests in 2011 led President to 
exile Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Tunisia 
1. That victims of oppression may gain justice, freedom, and peace 
2.  That  street protests may end with fair, clean, orderly elections 
3.. That security forces maintain peace while respecting peopleõs right 
to free speech. 
4.  That government and industry succeed in creating more jobs 
5. That ethnic minorities be treated with dignity and equality 

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 65:     23 December 2011 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (Near East) 
Literacy:  90% 
Life Expectancy:  78.3  yrs 
Per Capita (PPP):  $49,600 
Population:  8.9M 
Ethnicity :  Emirati, European, African, South Asian 
Religion:  Muslim 96%, Hindu, Christian 
Resources: Oil and natural gas 
Industry :  Petroleum, mining, manufacturing, construction 
World Heritage Site: Cultural Site of Al Ain 
  
The UAE is a federation of seven states governed by a Supreme 
Council of Rulers made up of seven emirs.  Less than 20% of 
population is Emirati.  Problems exist in regard to human rights of 
non-citizens.  Many expatriate workers are of South Asian origin.  
The issue of sexual abuse of female domestic workers is an area of 
concern, particularly given that domestic servants are not covered by 
labor laws. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for UAE 
1.  That migrant workers be treated with respect 
2.  That great wealth may enable Emiratis to reach out to the less 
fortunate in the world. 
3.  That  leaders may be wise in planning for long-term challenges to 
the economy. 
4.  That  more people may be granted the right to vote for members 
of the Federal National Council, that Sheikõs advisory council. 
5.  That Christians may be encouraged and sustained in their faith. 
  
  

  
Day 66:    24 December 2011 
YEMEN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  80%M / 45%F 
Life Expectancy:  64 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  53/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,700 
Population:  25.1M  Growth:  3% 
Ethnicity :  Predominantly Arab 
Religion:  Muslim, Zaydi, Salafi 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, fish, seafood, rock salt, coal 
Products:  Qat, coffee, cotton, fruits, vegetables, cereals 
Industry :  Crude petroleum, liquefied natural gas, refined oil 
World Heritage Site:  4 sites including Shibam, Zabid 
  
Yemenis, unlike the nomads and semi-nomads of the Arabian 
peninsula, are entirely sedentary and live in small villages.    It was 
part of the ancient Minaean, Sabaean and Himyarite Kingdoms which 
controlled the lucrative spice trade.  Today it faces dwindling 
resources, a young population, increasing population growth, and 
rampant corruption. Yemen is the reputed home of the Queen of 
Sheba. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Yemen 
1.  That violence against citizens come to an end, and may justice and 
peace be restored. 
2.  That the government may succeed in controlling excessive  
spending and rampant corruption. 
3.  For the many addicted to ôqatõ, a narcotic widely produced in 
Yemen, an addiction that can consume 50% of a familyõs income 
4.  That government and industry may produce more employment 
opportunities especially for the young. 
5. That a peace treaty between the government and northern rebels 
be effectively implemented. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Map of The Americas 

Area: 

¶ 42.55 M sqkm 

¶ 8.3% of Earthõs total surface 

¶ 28.4% of total land area 
Population 

¶ 910.7M (July 2008) 

¶ 13.5% of world population 

¶ Density:  21/sqkm 

¶ Home of the ancient civilizations 
of the Mayas, Incas, Aztecs 

 



 

 

THE AMERICAS 

ü 35 Countries  

ü Starting December 26 with Antigua and Barbuda 

ü Ending February 3, 2012 with Venezuela 

 
 

Week 
#  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12 

25 

Day 67: Dec 26 Day 68: Dec 27 Day 69: Dec 28 Day 70: Dec 29 Day 71: Dec 30 Day 72:  Dec 31 

Antigua Barbuda Argentina Bahamas Barbados Belize Bolivia 

13 

1 

Day 73: Jan 2 Day 74: Jan 3 Day 75: Jan 4 Day 76: Jan 5 Day 77: Jan 6 Day 78:  Jan 7 

Brazil Canada Chile Colombia Costa Rica Cuba 

14 

8 

Day 79: Jan 9 Day 80: Jan 10 Day 81: Jan 11 Day 82: Jan 12 Day 83: Jan 13 Day 84:  Jan 14 

Dominica Domincan Republic Ecuador El Salvador Grenada Guatemala 

15 

15 

Day 85: Jan 16 Day 86: Jan 17 Day 87: Jan 18 Day 88: Jan 19 Day 89: Jan 20 Day 90:  Jan 21 

Guyana Haiti Honduras Jamaica Mexico Nicaragua 

16 

22 

Day 91: Jan 23 Day 92: Jan 24 Day 93: Jan 25 Day 94: Jan 26 Day 95: Jan 27 Day 96:  Jan 28 

Panama Paraguay Peru Sain Kitts Nevis Saint Lucia St Vincent Grenadines 

17 

29 

Day 97: Jan 30 Day 98: Jan 31 Day 99: Feb 1 Day 100: Feb 2 Day 101: Feb 3 
 

Suriname Trinidad Tobago USA Uruguay Venezuela 
  

  



 

 

 

 

  
Day 67:     26 December 2011 
ANTIGUA & BARBUDA (Americas) 
Literacy:  85.8% 
Life Expectancy:  73yrsM / 77 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  14.63/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $16,400 
Population:  87,884 Annual Growth:  1.3% 
Ethnicity : African, British, Portuguese, Levantine Arabs 
Religion:  Principally Anglican 
Resources:  Negligible 
Products:  Fish, cotton, livestock, bananas, coconuts, cucumbers, 
mangoes, sugarcane, pineapples 
  
First inhabited by the Siboney òstone peopleó in 2400BC,  Columbus 
landed on the islands in 1493.  Antiguan slaves were emancipated in 
1834 but remained dependent on plantation owners.  Constitution 
safeguards freedom of speech, press, worship, and association. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Antigua & Barbuda 
1. For the nation to effectively police money laundering and drug 
dealing. 
2.  For a quick recovery from the impact of the Global Recession 
3.  For sound economic policies to fix the problem of rising debt 
4.  For families to be guarded from violence of drugs 
5.  For skillful water management to compensate for the nationõs 
limited freshwater sources. 

  
Day 68:     27 December 2011 
ARGENTINA (Americas) 
Literacy:  97% 
Life Expectancy:  76.76yrs 
Infant Mortality :  11.44/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) : $14,700 
Population:  41.03M  Annual Growth:  1.053% 
Ethnicity:  European 97%, mestizo, Amerindian, nonwhite 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 92%, Protestant, Jewish 
Resources:  Fertile plains, minerals ð lead, zinc, tin, copper, oil 
Products:  Oilseeds and by-products, grains, livestock 
Industry : Food processing, oil refining, machinery, equipment, etc.  
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Jesuit Missions of the 
Guaranis, Iguazu National Park, Los Glaciares 
  
Argentina stretches 4,000 km from its sub-tropical north to sub-
antarctic south.  It benefits from rich natural resources, a highly 
educated population, globally competitive agricultural sector and a 
diversified industrial base.  It strongly supports UN peacekeeping. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Argentina 
1.  That  the nation courageously fight corruption in law enforcement 
especially involving  the drug trade 
2.  That  other nations will emulate Argentinaõs leadership in setting 
greenhouse gas limits  
3.  That recent trends of deforestation and expansion of deserts be 
reversed 
4.  For sound economic policies to bring prosperity to Argentina 
5.  For intelligent land use and management to control heavy flooding 

  
Day 69:     28 December 2011 
BAHAMAS (Americas) 
Literacy: 95.5% 
Life Expectancy:  73.15 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  17.6/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $28,700 
Population:  353,658 Annual Growth:  1.24% 
Ethnicity :  African 85%, European, Asian, Hispanic 
Religion:  Baptist 35%, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Protestant 
Resources: Salt, aragonite, timber, arable land 
Products:  Fruits, vegetables, lobster, fish, minerals products 
Industry :  Tourism, financial services 
  
The Bahamas is one of the most prosperous countries in the 
Caribbean, relying on tourism to generate most of its economic 
activity.  A portion of the European population is descended from 
Greek laborers who came in the 1990s to develop the sponging 
industry    
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Bahamas 
1. That the authorities address problems of coral reef decay 
2. That the leaders find effective solution to solid waste disposal 
3. That the economy be less vulnerable to swings in the tourism 
industry. 
4.That  Bahamas be spared from the ravages of hurricanes 
5. That Bahamas can effectively police the smuggling of migrants into 
the United States. 

  
Day 70:    29 December 2011 
BARBADOS (Americas) 
Literacy:  99.7% 
Life Expectancy:  70.8yrsM/ 74.8yrsF 
Infant Mortality :  11/1000   Per Capita (PPP):  $21,800 
Population:  281,698  Growth:  0.3% 
Ethnicity :  Predominantly African descent, white, Asian, mixed 
Religion: Protestant 67%, Roman Catholic, none, other 
Resources:  Petroleum, fish, quarrying, natural gas 
Products:  Sugar (less than 1%GDP on 80% of arable land) 
Services:  Tourism, banking and finance, data processing 
World Heritage Site:  Historic Bridgetown and  its Garrison 
  
Its House of Assembly, which began meeting in 1639 under British 
rule, is the third-oldest legislative body in the Western Hemisphere.  
Large plantation estates developed as sugar became the main source of 
commerce.  Today it is an upper-middle-income economy based on 
tourism. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Barbados 
1. That the nation may succeed in its efforts to reduce unemployment 
2  That tourism be mindful of the need to conserve the environment 
3. That  authorities put an end to the contamination of aquifers 
4.  That authorities address the problem of soil erosion 
5.  That Barbados can effectively  control the pollution of coastal 
waters caused by waste disposal from ships. 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 71:     30 December 2011 
BELIZE (Americas) 
Literacy: 76.5 % 
Life Expectancy:  68.2yrs 
Infant Mortality :  23.07/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $8,400 
Population:  312,971  Growth: 2.65%  1/3 under 14 yrs. 
Ethnicity :  Creole, Garifuna, mestizo, Mayan 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Mennonite 
Resources:  Arable land, timber, seafood, minerals 
Products:  Cane sugar, citrus, marine products, bananas 
Industry :  Agriculture, forestry, fishing, petroleum, mining 
World Heritage Site:  Belize Barrier Reef 
 Mayan civilization spread to Belize and flourished until 1200.   It has 
traditionally maintained a deep interest in the environment and 
sustainable development.  Thriving tourism is supported by the 
hemisphereõs longest barrier reef, excellent fishing, jungle wildlife, 
and Mayan ruins. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Belize 
1. That the rich cultural heritage may give assurance and confidence 
in the talents of the nation to build  a strong country 
2.  That the jungle be preserved for the good of the Earth 
3. That sound economic policies may fix the foreign debt problem, 
unemployment, and the income disparity between rich and poor. 
4. That authorities effectively police the sex trafficking of minors. 
5. That border disputes be peacefully resolved 

  
Day 72:     31 December 2011 
BOLIVIA (Americas) 
Literacy: 90.74 % 
Infant Mortality : 43.18/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $4,800 
Population:  10.23M Annual Growth:  1.97% 
Ethnicity : Quechua, Aymara, Chiquitano, Guarani, European 
Religion  Predominantly Roman Catholic, Protestant 
Resources:  Hydrocarbons, minerals-zinc, silver, lead, gold,iron 
Products: Soybeans, cotton, potatoes, corn, sugarcane, quinoa,  etc. 
Industry :  Food and beverages, textiles, wood 
World Heritage Site: 6 sites including Potosi, Jesuit Missions of the 
Chiquitos, Tiwanaku 
  
Many indigenous communities interweave pre-Columbian and 
Christian symbols in their religious practices.  Spanish brought a 
tradition of religious art that developed into a rich and distinctive style 
known as òMestizo Baroqueó.  Bolivia has rich folklore 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bolivia 
1. That the indigenous river people continue to receive support as 
they develop their environment and rediscover their culture. 
2.  That authorities succeed in stamping out the production of cocaine 
3.  That valuable lessons be learned so as to end the cycle of coups  
4.  That society find a firm voice to oppose corruption 
5.  That  deforestation may be reversed as the nation finds  an  
ecologically sound  response to global demand for timber. 

  
Day 73:     2 January 2012 
BRAZIL (Americas) 
Literacy:  90.3% 
Life Expectancy:  73.1 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  21.17/1000 
Population:  190M    Per Capita (PPP):  $10,800 
Ethnicity:  African, Portuguese, Italian, German, Spanish, other 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 74% 
Resources: Iron ore, manganese, bauxite, nickel, gemstones, oil 
Products:  Soybeans, coffee, sugarcane, cocoa, rice, livestock,  etc 
Industry : Steel, aircraft, petro/chemicals, footwear, motors etc  
World Herita ge Site: 18 sites including Jesuit Missions of the 
Guaranis, Brasilia, Central Amazon, Brazilian Atlantic Islands 
  
Brazilõs large territory comprises different ecosystems, including the 
Amazon Rainforest and the Araucaria pine forest.  As much as 4 
million species of plants and animals could be found in Brazil, a 
natural heritage threatened by development.  Although the gap 
between rich and poor is wide, Brazil has made progress in reducing 
social and economic inequality. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Brazil 
1.  That  authorities may succeed in reducing crime. 
2.  That  society can address the problem of cocaine consumption 
3.  That society may recognize the valuable contribution of women. 
4.  That  the Amazon Basin be conserved and preserved for the good 
of Earth. 
5.  That  authorities effectively police illicit cross-border activities 

  
Day 74:    3 January 2012 
CANADA (Americas) 
Literacy:  99% 
Life Expectancy:  77.7yrs M / 82.5 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 5.4 /1000 
Population:  33.7M     Per Capita (PPP):  $37,772 
Ethnicity :  British/Irish 28%, French 23%, other European, Asian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 43.6%, Protestant 29.2%, Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, none 16.5% 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, metals, minerals, fish, forests, etc 
Products:  Abundant 
Industry:   Full range of manufacturing 
World Heritage Site:  15 sites including Dinosaur Park,  
Old Quebec, Rideau Canal, Canadian Rocky Mountain 
  
Canada has more lakes than any other country, containing much of the 
worldõs fresh water.  Nearly 90% of Canadians live within 200km of 
the border with the USA.  The defining factor for Canada is its 
relationship with its powerful neighbor.  The US and Canada have the 
worldõs largest trading relationship. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Canada 
1.  That the nation effectively address the concerns of Quebec 
2.  That government  succeeds in managing the needs of the elderly 
3.  That everyone may have work in safe and secure conditions. 
4.  That those who work in media may always respect truth. 
5.  That the riches of creation may be valued as gifts from God, and 
society be conscious of the effects of pollution and industrial waste 

    

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  
Day 75:     4 January 2012 
CHILE (Americas) 
Literacy:  96% 
Life Expectancy:  71yrs M/ 78yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  8.9/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $15,400 
Population:  17M  Annual Growth: 0.881% 
Ethnicity :  Spanish-Native American, European, Native 
Religion: Roman Catholic, Evangelical, others, none 8.3% 
Resources:  Copper, iron ore, nitrates, metals, molybdenum 
Products:  Fruits, wheat, potatoes, beans, livestock, fish, seafood 
Industry :  Mineral refining, metal manufacturing, food processing, 
fish processing, paper / wood products, textiles 
World Heritage Site: 5 sites including Rapa Nui, Valparaiso 
  
Chile leads Latin America in human development, competitiveness, 
income per capita, globalization, economic freedom.  It ranks high in 
freedom of the press and democratic development, although it still 
has high economic inequality. 4,300 km long, it has hugely varied 
climate, ranging from dry desert to Alpine glaciers and fjords. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Chile 
1.  For the promotion of ecologically sustainable practices 
2.  For continued progress in the indices of human development 
3.  For policies to address high economic inequality and money-
laundering activities. 
4.  For the beauty of the country to be preserved 
5.  For Chile, a new rich nation, to assume leadership in the region 

  
Day 76:     5 January 2012 
COLOMBIA (Americas) 
Literacy:  93% urban, 67% rural 
Life Expectancy:  68.98yrs M/ 76.76 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 18.9 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $9,800 
Population:  44.91M Annual Growth:  1.4% 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo, White, Mulato, Black, mixed/Amerindian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 90% 
Resources: Coal, petroleum, iron ore, nickel, gold, silver, emeralds 
Products:  Coffee, bananas, cut flowers, cotton, sugarcane, others 
Industry :  Textiles, garments, footwear, chemicals, metal products, 
cement, cardboard containers, plastic resins 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Cartagena, Los Katios 
  
In 1810, citizens of Bogota became the first to defy Spanish authority.  
Today, Colombia benefits from its long tradition of constitutional 
government that has helped in its struggle against drug cartels.  Its 
ethnically diverse population has produced a rich cultural heritage.  
Ecologically, it is among the worldõs mega-diverse countries. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Colombia 
1.That the state effectively control paramilitary criminal groups. 
2.That the government be wise in its  budget, giving provision to 
those burdened with poverty and unemployment 
3.That the rich heritage of culture and nature be valued and preserved 
4. That the authorities succeed in cutting down production of cocaine 
5.  That the nation recover from the tyranny of the drug barons 

  
Day 77:     6 January 2012 
COSTA RICA (Americas) 
Literacy:  96% 
Life Expectancy: 74.61yrs M/ 79.94 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  9.45/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $11,300 
Population:  4.52M Annual Growth:  1.347% 
Ethnicity :  European, Mestizo, African, Chinese, Amerindian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 76.3%, Evangelicals, none 3.2% 
Resources: Hydroelectric power, forest products, fisheries 
Products:  Bananas, pineapples, coffee, beef, sugar, rice, dairy, etc  
Industry :  Electronic components, medical equipment, textiles and 
apparel, tires, food processing, construction 
World Heritage Site: Talamanca, Cocos Island, Guanacaste 
  
A democratic republic with a strong system of constitutional checks 
and balances, Costa Rica has no military and maintains only domestic 
police and security forces and professional Coast Guard.  It has long 
emphasized democracy and respect for human rights. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Costa Rica 
1. For the welfare system to cope with the inflow of immigrants 
2. For widespread land ownership to advance social justice 
3. For protection of her rich biodiversity which serves ecotourism 
4. For continued funding of the safety nets for the poor 
5. For the world to learn from Costa Ricaõs example of peace for 
having long dissolved her armed forces 

  
Day 78:    7 January 2012 
CUBA  (Americas) 
Literacy:  99.8% 
Life Expectancy:  no data 
Infant Mortality :  no data 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $9,900 
Population:  11.2M 
Ethnicity:  White, Mixed, Black 
Resources:  Nickel, cobalt, iron ore, copper, manganese, salt, oil 
Products:  Sugar, citrus, tropical fruits, tobacco, coffee, rice 
Industry :  Sugar and food processing, oil refining, cement, electric 
power, pharmaceutical and biotech products 
World Heritage Site:  9 sites including Camaguey, Old Havana 
  
A totalitarian communist state, Cuba was officially an atheist state 
from 1959 to 1992. There is an officially sanctioned Cuban Council of 
Churches to which the Catholic Church does not belong.  In 2010 
Cuba released 40 political òprisoners of conscienceó. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Cuba 
1. That tendencies to extremism may be countered by respect,  
tolerance and dialogue. 
2. That government will heed the aspirations of the Cuban people 
3.  That economic freedoms may raise the standards of living 
4.  That government may allow greater freedom of expression 
5.  That Cuba will deal justly and humanely with illicit emigration 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 79:     9 January 2012 
 DOMINICA (Americas) 
Literacy: 94 % 
Life Expectancy:  72yrs M/ 77.9 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  13/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,400 
Population:  72,660 
Ethnicity : African, mixed Black/European, Syrian, Carib Indians 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, Rastafarian 
Resources:  Timber, water (hydropower), copper 
Products:  Bananas, citrus, coconuts, cocoa, herbal oils 
Industry :  Agriculture processing, soap/coconut-based products 
World Heritage Site: Morne Trois Pitons National Park 
  
Dominica is the only island in the eastern Caribbean to retain some 
pre-Columbian population ð the 3000 Carib Indians living on the 
east coast.  It is largely covered by rainforest and is home to the 
worldõs second-largest hot spring, Boiling Lake.  The volcanic  
nature of the island attracts many scuba divers.  365 of its rivers are 
protected areas. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Dominica 
1.  For the promotion of ecologically sustainable practices 
2.  For the preservation of the rainforest  
3.  For people to be freed from the practice of witchcraft 
4.  For the Church to heal from the pain of abusive priests 
5.  For economic reforms to alleviate the debt burden, create more 
growth and more jobs. 

  
Day 80:     10 January 2012 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (Americas) 
Literacy:  84.7% 
Life Expectancy:  71yrs M / 73.1yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  19/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $8,900 
Population:  9.65M Annual Growth:  3.5% 
Ethnicity :  Mixed 73%, European 16%, African origin 11% 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 95% 
Products:  Rice, poultry, sugar, banana, cocoa 
Industry :  Beverages, tobacco, textiles, apparel, sugar, coke, etc 
World Heritage Site:  Colonial City of Santo Domingo 
  
The Dominican Republic forms the eastern part of Hispaniola island.  
Inhabited by the Tainos since the 7th century, Columbus landed in 
1492. The friendly welcome soon became resistance to conquest, and 
among the leaders was the female Chief Anacoana of Xaragua.  Within 
a few years, Tainos were reduced in number from 1 million to 500, 
above all from European infectious diseases like smallpox. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Dominican Republic 
1. That the country will effectively police the trafficking of women 
2. That economic reforms will diminish income inequality and solve 
the problems of high unemployment and underemployment 
3. That families be guarded against pervasive occultism 
4.  That the youth may have access to good education  and secure 
gainful employment 
5.  That people may have access to clean water and sanitation  

  
Day 81:     6 January 2012 
ECUADOR (Americas) 
Literacy: 97.3% 
Life Expectancy:   76.62 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  22.1/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $7,800 
Population:  14.3M  Annual Growth:  1.52% 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo 65%, Indigenous 25%, Caucasian, African 
Religion:  predominantly Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Petroleum, gold, copper 
Products:  Bananas, shrimp, fish, timber, flowers, cacao, palm oil, 
Industry :  Oil and mining, construction, textiles, chemicals 
World Heritage Site:  Quito, Galapagos Islands, Sangay National 
Park, Santa Ana de los Rios de Cuenca 
  
Advanced indigenous cultures of the Inca Empire flourished in 
Ecuador long before the Spanish conquest in the 15th century.  In the 
20th century, it has been through cycles of political instability.  
Frequent splits in political parties have produced factionalism. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Ecuador 
1.  For the present generation to learn the lessons of the past 
2.   For preservation of the Amazon Basin and the Galapagos from 
pollution  
3.  For resources to care for the many refugees seeking asylum 
4.  For sound economic management 
5.  For effective cross-border policing of illegal narcotics  

  
Day 82:    7 January 2012 
EL SALVADOR  (Americas) 
Literacy:  86.1% 
Life Expectancy:  72.1 yrs 
Infant Mortality : 22 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $7,300 
Population:  7.2 M Growth:  1.7% 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo, indigenous, Caucasian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 57%, Protestant 
Products:  Coffee, sugar, livestock, poultry, sorghum, arable land 
Industry:   Textiles, apparel, medicines, food, beverage, chemical & 
petroleum products, electronics, call centers 
World Heritage Site:  Joya de Ceren Archeological Site 
  
The original inhabitants of El Salvador were the Pipil Indians.  The 
Spaniards arrived in 1522, and were overthrown in 1821.  Its history 
as an independent state is marked by frequent revolutions and bloody 
civil war.  OFW remittances from US are a main source of income. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for El Salvador 
1.  That  the state find a solution to  the disposal of toxic wastes 
2.  That  economic reforms may free families from dependence on 
remittances from migrant workers 
3.  That growth may reduce poverty in the former  conflict zones 
4. That all institutions may strive to guarantee respect for human life. 
5.That the martyrs, who died for the cause of social justice and human 
dignity may always be remembered in the hearts of Salvadorans 

 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 83:     9 January 2012 
 GRENADA (Americas) 
Literacy:  96% 
Life Expectancy:  74yrs M / 77yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  13/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,200 
Population: 103,930  Annual Growth:  0.4% 
Ethnicity :  African descent, South Asians, Europeans, 
Arawak/Carib Indian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, Rastafarian 
Products:  Nutmeg, mace, cocoa, bananas, fruits, vegetables,  fish 
Services:  Tourism, education 
  
Also known as the òIsland of Spiceó, Grenada is one of the worldõs 
largest exporters of nutmeg and mace.  The islands are of volcanic 
origin with extremely rich soil.  Tourism is its main economic force. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Grenada 
1.  That the tourism industry be mindful of the need to preserve and 
conserve  
2.  That the family may be respected by all for the contribution it 
makes to society 
3. That Grenada be spared from  the destruction of powerful  
hurricanes 
4.  For  protection of the island from all threats 
5.  For the young to learn the value of work.  

  
Day 84:     10 January 2012 
GUATEMALA (Americas) 
Literacy:  70.6% 
Life Expectancy:  69 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  30/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $5,200 
Population:  14.36M  Annual Growth:  2.4% 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo, Indigenous 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, traditional Mayan 
Resources:  Oil, timber, nickel, gold 
Products:  Coffee, sugar, bananas, cardamom, flowers, plants, rice 
Industry :  Prepared food, clothing, textiles, tires, pharmaceuticals 
World Heritage Site:  Antigua Guatemala, Tikal Mayan Ruins, 
Quirigua Archeological Park and Ruins 
  
Mayan civilization flourished in Guatemala long before the Spanish 
arrived in 1523. With 14 eco-regions ranging from mangrove forests 
to ocean littorals, it is one of the most beautiful countries in Central 
America. It has 252 listed wetlands, and some 1246 species of fauna. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Guatemala 
1.  For the nation to heal from 36 years of war 
2.  For society to stand up against government corruption 
3.  For women who suffer from violence and discrimination 
4.  For indigenous people mired in poverty 
5.  For the poor children who are chronically malnourished 

  
Day 85:     16 January 2012 
GUYANA (Americas) 
Literacy: 98.8% 
Life Expectancy:  64yrs M/ 69 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  30/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $7,200 
Population:  777,000 
Ethnicity :  East Indian origin 43%, African, mixed Amerindian 
Religion:  Christian 57%, Hindu 28%, Muslim 10% 
Resources: Gold, bauxite, diamonds, timber 
Products:  Sugar, rice, shrimp, fish, fresh fruits and vegetables 
Industry :  Mining, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, beverage, 
apparel, pharmaceuticals, engineering, construction 
  
It was originally inhabited by the Arawaks, who gave the name 
òGuyanaó meaning òland of many watersó.  Five main ethnic groups 
have coexisted peacefully for the most part, but its political history 
has been turbulent.  Tropical rainforests are a big draw for eco-
tourists.  It is the only English-speaking country in South America. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Guyana 
1.  That people may have new hope for peace in the future 
2.  For peaceful coexistence between the different ethnic groups 
3.  For the preservation of the rainforests for the good of the Earth. 
4.  For authorities to curtail the sexual trafficking of men, women 
and children in the remote mining camps 
5.  For debt forgiveness to bring progress to the country 
  

  
Day 86:    17 January 2012 
HAITI   (Americas) 
Literacy: 56 % 
Life Expectancy:  62yrs M / 59yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  1/8 die before reaching 5 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,200 
Population:  9.9M  Growth: 1.66 %   Density: 350/sq km 
Haitian Diaspora:  1 of 8 live abroad 
Ethnicity :  African descent 95% 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 55%, Protestant 28%, Voodoo 
Resources:  Bauxite, copper, calcium carbonate, gold, marble 
Products:  Coffee, mangoes, sugarcane, rice, corn, cacao, sorghum, 
Industry : Apparel, handicrafts, electronics assembly, tobacco, etc 
World Heritage Site:  National History Park in Sans Souci 
  
Voodoo was recognized by the government as a religion in 2003.  
Haitians see no conflict in these African-rooted beliefs coexisting with 
Christian faith.  Great value is placed on education but few can afford 
the cost of education. A devastating earthquake struck in 2010. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Haiti 
1.  That the nation may continue to heal from the devastating 2010 
earthquake 
2.  That children may be  preserved from violence and exploitation. 
3.  That the  light of Christ shine upon those involved in voodoo. 
4.  That good leaders may effect economic reforms to lift the nation 
out of poverty. 
5.  That extensive deforestation may be reversed 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 87:     18 January 2012 
HONDURAS (Americas) 
Literacy: 83.3 % 
Life Expectancy:  70.5 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  26/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,200 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo, European, Arab, African, Asian, Indigenous  
Religion:  Roman Catholic majority, Protestant 
Resources:  Arable land, forests, minerals, fisheries 
Products:  Coffee, bananas, shrimp, lobster, sugar, fruits 
Industry :  Textiles, apparel, cement, wood products, cigars 
World Heritage Site:  Maya Site of Copan, Rio Platano 
  
The great Mayan culture flourished here until the 9th century.   
Columbus landed in 1502, and named the area Honduras, meaning 
òdepthsó.    Hurricane Mitch in 1998 obliterated 70% of crops and 
70-80% of the infrastructure. Roughly 1 million have migrated to 
the USA, and OFW remittances provide significant foreign income. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Honduras 
1.  That families separated by economic necessity  may find strength 
and consolation in their faith 
2.  That  social solidarity may make incomes more equal 
3.  That  the mining industry control its pollution of the countryõs 
fresh water 
4.  That children be protected from abuse and exploitation 
5.  That generous assistance come to victims of natural disasters 

  
Day 88:     19 January 2012 
JAMAICA  (Americas) 
Literacy:  87.9% 
Life Expectancy:  71.8yrs M/ 75.3yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 15.22 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $8,300 
Population:  2.83M  Growth:  0.755%   Unemployment: 12% 
Ethnicity :  African 90%, East Indian, Chinese, White, mixed 
Religion: Anglican, Protestant, Catholic, Rastafarian, Muslim 
Resources:  Bauxite, gypsum, limestone, marble, sand, silica 
Products:  Sugar cane, bananas, coffee, citrus, condiments 
Industry :  Tourism, bauxite and alumina, processed foods, sugar, 
rum, cement, metal, chemical products, ethanol 
  
Jamaicaõs political system is stable but serious economic problems, 
high unemployment and underemployment, have exacerbated social 
problems.  Jamaica is a source, transit, and destination country for 
women and children trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation 
and forced labor.  Child labor practices remain a concern. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Jamaica 
1. That children may be loved and protected from exploitation. 
2. That society may recognize the valuable contribution of women. 
3. That authorities may effectively deal with drug trafficking and 
money-laundering 
4.  That authorities can put an end to violent crime and gang violence 
5.  That the natural beauty of the island may be preserved 

  
Day 89:    20  January 2012 
MEXICO (Americas) 
Literacy:  91.4% 
Life Expectancy:  73.5yrs M/ 79.22yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  17.84/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $13,900 
Population:  112.47M Growth:  1.118%  Poverty:  44% 
Ethnicity :  Indian-Spanish 60%, Indian 30%, Caucasian 9% 
Religion: Roman Catholic 76.5%, Protestant 6.3%, none 3.1% 
Resources:  Petroleum, silver, copper, gold, lead, zinc, timber 
Products:  Corn, wheat, soybeans, rice, beans, cotton, coffee etc. 
Industry : Food, tobacco, chemicals, iron, steel,  petroleum 
World Heritage Site: 31 sites including Rock Paintings of Sierra 
de San Francisco, Cities of Palenque and Teotihuacan 
Guadalupe:  Our Lady appeared to Juan Diego, Dec 9, 1531. 
  
Highly developed cultures including those of the Olmecs, Mayas, 
and Aztecs existed in Mexico long before the Spanish  conquest. 
1810 brought independence and a century of contentious debate  
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Mexico 
1. That economic reforms may lift the poor out of poverty 
2. That employment opportunities increase 
3. That Amerindians be given more opportunities for advancement 
4.That families affected by industrial and natural disasters may be 
able to rebuild their homes 
5.That  authorities defeat drug-trafficking organizations 

  
Day 90:    21 January 2012 
NICARAGUA (Americas) 
Literacy: 81 % 
Life Expectancy: 71.5yrs 
Infant Mortality :  25/1000 
Per Capita:  $1,071 
Population :  5.96M Growth: 1.784%   Density:  42/sq km 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo 69%, White, Black, Amerindian 
Religion:  Predominantly Roman Catholic, Protestant 
Resources:  Arable land, fresh water, fisheries, gold, timber 
Products:  Coffee, shrimp, lobster, sugar, beef, bananas 
Industry:   Manufacturing, forestry, fishing, textiles, apparel 
World Heritage Site:  Ruins of Leon Viejo, Leon Cathedral 
  
Nicaragua takes its name from Nicarao, a tribal chieftain.  Since 
independence from Spain, politics has been characterized by rivalry 
between Liberals of Leon and Conservatives of Granada, the two 
principal towns.  It has been called La Tierra de Poetas: The Land of Poets 
due to the literary contributions of Ruben Dario, Ernesto Cardenal 
and Gioconda Belli. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Nicaragua 
1.  For victims of hurricanes and other natural disasters 
2.  For progress in the countryõs efforts to fight poverty 
3.  For clean and credible elections, free of fraud 
4.  For the citizens to grow in respect for the rule of law 
5.  For a new generation of leaders who can govern with vision 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 91:     23 January 2012 
PANAMA  (Americas) 
Literacy:  94% urban/ 62% rural 
Life Expectancy:  77.61yrs 
Infant Mortality :  11.97/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $13,000 
Ethnicity :  Mestizo 70%, Amerindian 14%, Caucasian, African 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 84%, Protestant 15% 
Resources:  Timber, copper, gold 
Products:  Bananas, corn, sugarcane, rice, coffee, shrimp 
Industry :  Construction, brewing, cement, sugar milling 
Artists: Ruben Blades for Salsa, Roberto Lewis for murals 
World Heritage Site:  5 sites including Darien National Park, 
Talamanca Range, Panama Viejo 
  
Panama is rich in folklore and popular traditions; lively ôsalsaõ is a 
Panamanian specialty.  Indigenous handicrafts include the Kuna 
textile molas. Panama has the largest rainforest in the Western 
Hemisphere outside the Amazon Basin, and its jungle is home to an 
abundance of tropical plants, animals and bird. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Panama 
1.  For the promotion of ecologically sustainable practices 
2.  For the country to heal from the years of dictatorship 
3.  For economic growth from the expansion of the Panama Canal 
4.  For authorities to triumph over drug-related corruption 
5.  For conservation and preservation of the rainforest. 
  

  
Day 92:     24 January 2012 
PARAGUAY (Americas) 
Literacy:  94.7% 
Life Expectancy:  73yrs M/ 78.26yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 32 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $5,200 
Population:  6.38M Growth:  2.2% 
Ethnicity :  Mixed Spanish and Indian descent 95% 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 89.6%, Mennonite, Protestant 
Resources:  Hydropower, timber, iron ore, manganese, limestone 
Products:  Soybeans, cotton, beef, pork, cereals, sugarcane, cassava, 
fruits, vegetables (Arable land: 9M hectares, 35% use) 
Industry :  Manufacturing, construction, sugar, cement, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Jesuit Missions of La Santisima Trinidad de 
Parana and Jesus de Tavarangue 
  
Due to its central location in South America, it is sometimes referred 
to as Corazon de America. Its capital, Asuncion, became the center of a 
Spanish colonial province as well as the primary site of Jesuit missions 
in South America in the 18th century.  Today it faces great tensions 
between the landless and the land owners. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Paraguay 
1. That society find the courage to oppose corruption 
2. That the nation may heal from decades of war and bad government 
3. That the government address health risks posed by waste disposal 
4.  That peace and order may be restored in the border regions 
5.  That  government succeed in eradicating production of cannabis 

  
Day 93:     25 January 2012 
PERU  (Americas) 
Literacy:  96% urban / 80% rural 
Life Expectancy: 68.33yrs M/ 72.04yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  29.96/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $9,200 
Population:  29.11M  Annual Growth: 1.11% 
Ethnicity : Indigenous 45%, Mestizo, European, African, Asian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 81% 
Resources: Copper, gold, silver, zinc, lead, iron ore, oil 
Products:  Coffee, cotton, asparagus, paprika, artichokes, others 
Industry :  Food, beverages, textiles, apparel, precious metals, etc  
World Heritage Site:  11 sites including Cuzco, Lima, Sacred City 
of Caral-Supe, Machu Picchu 
  
Peruõs territory was the nucleus of the highly developed Inca 
civilization, centered at Cuzco.  It became the principal source of 
Spanish colonial wealth and power.  The country is still coming to 
terms with the trauma of the long conflict between state and leftists 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Peru 
1. That the government succeed in curtailing cocaine production 
2. That farmers learn methods to prevent erosion and desertification 
3. That the mining industry control its pollution of rivers  
4. That the street children of Lima be spared from more exploitation 
5. That efforts to reduce preventable diseases may succeed 

  
Day 94:     26 January 2012 
SAINT KITTS & NEVIS (Americas) 
Literacy:  97.8% 
Life Expectancy:  68yrs M/ 72 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  14.5/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $13,700 
Population:  39,129 Annual Growth: 1 % 
Ethnicity :  Majority African, British, Portuguese, Lebanese 
Religion:  Anglican, Evangelicals, Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Negligible 
Products:  Rice, yams, bananas, fish, cotton, peanuts 
Industry :  Financial and business services, tourism, construction, 
clothing, footwear, beverages, tobacco 
World Heritage Site:  Brimstone Hill Fortress 
  
The federal two-island nation in the West Indies is the smallest  
sovereign state in the Americas.  It is known for a number of musical  
celebrations that typically feature parades, street dances and salsa, 
jazz, soca, calypso, steelpan music. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Saint Kitts and Nevis 
1.  For the protection of this small nation from all threats 
2. For government to address the issue of rising criminality 
3.  For sound economic management to lighten the debt burden 
4.  For a halt to the transshipment of drugs to the US 
5.  For the development of other industries 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 95:     27 January 2012 
SAINT LUCIA  (Americas) 
Literacy: 94.8 % 
Life Expectancy:  73yrs M / 76yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 12 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $11,200 
Population:  173,765    Unemployment:  20% 
Ethnicity:  African descent 90%, mixed, East Indian, European 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Seventh Day Adventist, other 
Resources:  Forests, minerals (pumice), mineral springs 
Products:  Bananas, cocoa, coconut, citrus fruits, livestock 
Industry :  Garments, electronic components, beverages, boxes 
World Heritage Site:  Pitons 
  
The volcanic island of Saint Lucia is more mountainous than many 
others in the Caribbean.  It is also one of the few islands in the world 
that boasts a drive-in volcano.  An educated workforce, 
improvements in roads, communications, water supply, sewerage 
and port facilities have attracted foreign investment. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Saint Lucia 
1. For victims of natural disasters  
2. For peaceful dialogue among political parties 
3. For the success of reforestation, particularly in the northern 
region 
4.For economic growth and more employment opportunities 
5. For growth in other industries, to decrease countryõs dependence 
on tourism 

  
Day 96:     28 January 2012 
ST. VINCENT  
 & THE GRENADINES (Americas) 
Literacy: 88.1 % 
Life Expectancy:  69yrs M/ 74yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  17/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,300 
Population:  104,574 Growth:  -0.344% 
Ethnicity :  African descent 66%, mixed, West and Carib Indian 
Religion:  Anglican 47%, Methodist, Roman Catholic, others 
Resources:  Timber 
Products:  Mostly bananas 
Industry :  Plastic products, food processing, cement, furniture, etc  
  
Most Vincentians are descendants of African slaves brought to the 
islands to work on plantations of coffee, tobacco, indigo, cotton and 
sugar.  Slavery was abolished in 1834.  Today, agriculture remains the 
most important sector of the economy, though a growing tourist 
industry is also important. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for St. Vincent & the 
Grenadines 
1.That  the countryõs debt burden be reduced 
2. That pollution in the coastal waters and shorelines be controlled 
3. That employment opportunities be created for the young 
4. That the nation be protected from effects of global warming 
5. That the tourism industry is developed with an eye to conservation 

  
Day 97:     30 January 2012 
SURINAME  (Americas) 
Literacy:  90% 
Life Expectancy:  71 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $9,700 
Ethnicity :  Hindustani 27%, Creole 18%, Javanese 15%, Maroon 
15%, mixed, Amerindian 
Religion:  Hindu, Muslim, Roman Catholic, Dutch Reformed, 
Moravian, Jewish, Bahaõi 
Resources:Bauxite, gold, oil, iron ore, forests, water, fish, shrimp 
Products:  Rice, bananas, timber, citrus, fish, shrimp 
Industry :  Alumina, oil, gold, lumber 
World Heritage Site:  Central Suriname Reserve, Paramaribo 
  
Surinamese society is one of the most multilingual in the world 
though Dutch is the sole official language.  Public discourse about 
the languages is part of an ongoing debate about the countryõs  
national identity.  It has a running territorial dispute with Guyana. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for  Suriname 
1.  For peaceful coexistence among the different ethnic groups 
2.  For political will to police drug traffickers and gold smugglers 
3.  For the timber industry to manage forest resources wisely 
4. For  authorities to halt the transshipment of arms-for-drugs 
5.  For peaceful resolution of its territorial dispute with Guyana 

  
Day 98:     31 January 2012 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (Americas) 
Literacy:  98.6% 
Life Expectancy:  66yrs M/ 68yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  25.81/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $21,200 
Population:  1.3M  Annual Growth:  0.4% 
Ethnicity :  East Indian 40%, African 37.5%, mixed, other 
Religion: Roman Catholic 26%, Hindu 22.5%, Protestant, Muslim 
Resources:  Oil and natural gas, timber, fish 
Products:  Sugar, poultry, vegetables, citrus 
Industry :  Financial services, food, beverages, chemicals, printing, 
construction and quarrying 
  
Trinidad and Tobago has a sound macroeconomic framework and a 
long tradition of institutional stability.  Unlike most of the English-
speaking Caribbean, its economy is primarily industrial, and has 
evolved into a key financial center in the region.  Calypso music and 
steel drum bands feature in carnival celebrations. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Trinidad and Tobago 
1.  That the gracious and hospitable spirit of the people be preserved 
2.  That government can overcome the rise in violent crime 
3.  That leaders address the problem of water pollution from 
agricultural chemicals, industrial waste and raw sewage 
4.   That the majority of the people will feel the nationõs prosperity 
5.   That  reforestation efforts will succeed 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 99:     1 February 2012 
U.S.A.  (Americas) 
Literacy:  99 % 
Life Expectancy:  76.7 yrs M / 81.3 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $47,200 
Population:  308.7M  Density: 87.4/sq km  Poverty: 14.3% 
Ethnicity:  White 72.4%, Hispanic/Latino 16.3% Black 12.6%, 
Asian 4.8%, Native Hawaiian 0.2% 
Religion:  Christian 78.4% , Jewish , Muslim, other, none 16.1% 
Resources:  Abundant 
Products:  Abundant 
Industry :  Full range of manufacturing. 
World Heritage Site:  21 sites including Yellowstone National 
Park, Statue of Liberty, Yosemite, Carlsbad Caverns 
The worldõs foremost economic and military power, the USA 
celebrates its ethnic and racial diversity.  The election of Barack 
Obama as the countryõs first African American president marked a 
defining moment in the countryõs history.  People  the world over 
continue to seek the òAmerican dreamó of prosperity and freedom. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for USA 
1. That institutions may strive to guarantee respect for human life 
2. That the nation may recover from the Great Recession  
3. That the nation may progress in suppressing its carbon emissions 
4. That in the land of plenty, the poor may have affordable housing, 
adequate food and health care. 
5. That its democracy may be spared from further acts of terrorism 

  
Day 100:     2 February 2012 
URUGUAY (Americas) 
Literacy: 98 % 
Life Expectancy:  76 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  11/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $13,700 
Population:  3.3 M  Growth:  0.231% 
Ethnicity :  European 93.2%, African, indigenous, Asian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 66%, Protestant, Jewish 
Resources:  Arable land, hydroelectric power, granite, marble, 
Products:  Beef, wool, rice, wheat, barley, corn, soybeans, fish 
Industry :  Food processing, electrical machinery, wool, textiles, 
leather, beverages, tobacco, chemicals, cement 
World Heritage Site:  City of Colonia del Sacramento 
  
Uruguay is one of the most developed countries in South America. It 
is the 2nd least corrupt country in the region. It offers opportunities 
for advanced education, has a generous social security system, and 
liberal laws governing divorce, same-sex and different-sex civil  
unions and gay adoption. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Uruguay 
1.That young people may be encouraged in their desire for education 
2.That the nation may effectively control pollution from industry 
3.That authorities succeed in curtailing the smuggling of firearms and 
narcotics along the border with  Brazil 
4. That government can put an end to money-laundering operations 
5.  That government continue to allocate resources for social welfare 

  
Day 101:     3 February 2012 
VENEZUELA  (Americas) 
Literacy:  95% 
Life Expectancy:  73.58 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  16/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $12,700 
Population:  28.39M  Growth:  1.6% 
Ethnicity :  Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Arab,German, Amerindian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 96%, Protestant 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, coal, iron ore, diamonds, bauxite, etc 
Products: Corn, sorghum, rice, vegetables, coffee, beef, pork, fish 
Industry :  Oil refining, petrochemicals, iron steel products, others 
World Heritage Site: Coro and its Port, Canaima National Park, 
Ciudad Universitaria de Caracas 
  
Venezuela is ecologically a ômegadiverseõ country, 38% of over 
21,000 plant species. 23% of reptilian and 50% of amphibian species 
are endemic.  It hosts a total of 1,417 bird species.  Rich in oil and 
mineral resources, its President Hugo Chavez has sought to 
strengthen its regional influence. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Venezuela 
1. That democratic institutions may be strengthened 
2.  That society succeed in bridging political polarization 
3.  That sound economic management will lead to prosperity for all 
4.  That  government find a solution to the electricity crisis 
5.  That mining operations respect the rights of indigenous peoples 

  
  
  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Map of Asia 

Area 

¶ 44.58M sqkm 

¶ 8.6% of Earthõs total surface 

¶ 29.9% of total land area 
Population 

¶ 3.88 Billion 

¶ 60% of world population 

¶ Density:  89/sqkm 
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Day 102:     4 February 2012 
 AFGHANISTAN (Asia) 
Literacy: 43% M/ 12% F 
Life Expectancy:  44 yrs 
Infant Mortality : 151.95/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $900 
Population 28.4M  Growth:  2.63% 
Ethnicity :  Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek, Turkmen, Aimaq 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 80%, Shiõa Muslim 19% 
Resources:  Natural gas, oil, coal, petroleum, copper, chromite, 
talk, barites, sulfur, lead, zinc, semi/precious gems 
Products: Wheat, opium, sheep/lambskins, corn, barley, others 
Industry :  Textiles, soap, furniture, shoes, fertilizer, cement, 
hand-woven carpets, natural gas, coal, copper 
World Heritage Site:  Minaret of Jam, Bamiyan Valley 
  
The òCrossroads of Asiaó has had a turbulent history.  Alexander 
the Great, Genghis Khan, the Soviet Union all came in conquest.  
The Taliban with their extreme interpretation of Islam, came to 
power in the 1990s.  Landmines affect virtually every province and 
the country must deal with 5 million returning refugees. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Afghanistan 
1.  For peace to come to the people of Afghanistan 
2.  For the eradication of land mines 
3.  For the dignified treatment of refugees 
4.  For perseverance in the development of a democratic society 
5. For Afghan women to receive the respect they deserve 

  
Day 103:     5 February 2012 
 BANGLADESH (Asia) 
Literacy: 47.5 % 
Life Expectancy:  60.25yrs 
Infant Mortality :  59/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,700 
Population: 156M  Growth:  1.29% 
Ethnicity :  Bengali 98% 
Religion:  Muslim 83%, Hindu 16%, Christian, Buddhist 
Resources:  Natural gas, fertile soil, water 
Products:  Rice, jute, tea, sugar, wheat 
Industry :  Garments, knitwear, jute goods, frozen fish, seafood, 
ceramics, fertilizer, ship-breaking, pharmaceuticals 
World Heritage Site:  Bagerhat, Paharpur Ruins, Sundarbans 
  
Bangladesh has a rich historical and cultural past.  Though today, one 
of the worldõs poorest, most densely populated, it has made major 
strides in meeting the food needs of the population.  Highly 
vulnerable to natural disasters, it benefits from international aid; the 
presence of  NGOs addresses the need for government 
accountability. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bangladesh 
1.  For an end to the practice of human trafficking 
2.  For spiritual and material comfort for victims of natural disasters 
3.  For all people to have access to clean water 
4.  For families separated by economic necessity 
5.  For progress that respects human rights and the integrity of  
creation 

  
Day 104:     6 February 2012 
 BHUTAN (Asia) 
Literacy:  59.5% 
Life Expectancy:  69yrs M / 59.5 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  96.37/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $5,500 
Population:  672,425  Growth:  2.082%  Density:  45/sq km 
Ethnicity :  Drukpa 50%, Lhotsampas 35%, Indigenous 
Religion:  Lamaistic Buddhist 75% (state religion), Hindus 
Resources:  Hydroelectricity, timber, limestone, clay, slate 
Industry :  Electricity, recorded media, palm oil, copper wire 
  
Bhutanõs early history is steeped in mythology.  The òLand of the 
Thunder Dragonó only opened its borders to outsiders in the 
1970s. One of the smallest and least developed economies, its 
rugged  
terrain makes it difficult to develop roads and infrastructure.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bhutan 
1.That Bhutan and its neighbors may come to agreement on the  
development of regional power transmission 
2.That the economy be  managed wisely for the prosperity of all 
3.That Bhutanõs example of using happiness as a ôdevelopment  
indicatorõ will be accepted throughout the world 
4.That health care facilities be accessible to all 
5.That the wonders of creation be valued as Godõs precious gift 

  
Day 105:     7 February 2012 
 BRUNEI DARUSSALAM (Asia) 
Literacy: 94.7% 
Life Expectancy:  76.6yrs M/ 79.8yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $51,600 
Population:  406,200  Growth:  2.1% 
Ethnicity :  Malay, Chinese, other indigenous 
Religion:  Islam 
Resources:  Oil and natural gas 
Industry :  Oil, liquefied natural gas, petroleum products, garments 
  
Brunei was the only Malay state in 1963 to choose to remain a British 
dependency rather than join the Malaysian Federation.  It became 
independent in 1984.  Since 1962, the sultan has ruled by decree. 
Large reserves of oil and gas have given Brunei one of the highest 
standards of living in the world.  
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Brunei Darussalam 
1.That Brunei make progress in its goal of increasing domestic rice 
production 
2.That government and industry succeed in diversifying the economy 
3.That the nationõs  wealth may be used wisely, and invested for 
future generations 
4.That the young may learn the value of work in the midst of plenty   
5. That regional security may be guaranteed by ASEAN cooperation 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 106:    9 February 2012 
 CAMBODIA (Asia) 
Literacy: 85% M / 64% F 
Life Expectancy:  59yrs M / 63yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  58/1000 
Population:  13.4M  Annual Growth:  1.54% 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,100 
Ethnicity :  Cambodian 90%, Vietnamese , Chinese, hill tribes 
Religion:  Theravada Buddhist 95%, Muslim, Animist 
Resources: Timber, gemstones, iron ore, manganese, phosphate 
Products:  Rice, rubber, corn, meat, vegetables, dairy, flour 
Industry :  Garment, shoes, rice milling, tobacco, fisheries, others 
World Heritage Site:  Angkor Preah Vihear Temple 
  
Traditionally, the Khmer recorded information on tra leaves.  Tra leaf 
books recording legends of the Khmer people and other prayer 
books are cared for and wrapped in cloth to protect from moisture 
and the climate.  Under Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge, 1.7 million 
perished in the òkilling fieldsó. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Cambodia 
1.That the nation heal from the disastrous years of the Khmer Rouge  
2.That the perpetrators of the killing fields be brought to justice 
3. That the military effectively secure the peace  in the Thai border 
4. That families protect themselves from the booming sex industry 
5.  For growth and stability in the transitional  economy as it moves 
away from the US dollar. 

  
Day 107:     10 February 2012 
CHINA (Asia) 
Literacy: 93 % 
Life Expectancy:  72.54yrs M/ 76.77yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  16.51/1000 
Population: 1.33B Growth:  0.494%  Per Capita (PPP): $7,600 
Ethnicity :  Han Chinese, Zhuang, Manchu, Hui, Miao, Uyghur, 
Tujia, Yi, Mongol, Tibetan, Buyi, Dong, Yao, Korean 
Religion: Officially atheist, Taoist, Buddhist, Christian, Muslim 
Resources:  Abundant including coal, mercury, tin, tungsten, etc. 
Products:  Rice, wheat, potatoes, corn, peanuts, tea, millet etc 
Industry :  Complete range  of manufactures 
World Heritage Site:  41 sites including Great Wall, Imperial 
Palaces of the Ming and Qing,  Peking Man Site 
  
China is the oldest continuous major world civilization, with records 
dating back 3500 yrs.   The worldõs most populous nation, it has 
implemented a strict birth limitation policy.  Now the worldõs fastest 
growing economy it is undergoing a ôsecond industrial revolutionõ 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for China 
1.That the Chinese Church may persevere in fidelity to the Gospel 
2.That the government may guarantee freedom of expression 
3.That the environment be protected from the ravages of  
industrialization 
4. That military personnel may be protected while serving for peace 
5. That families may cope with the changes economic progress brings 

  
Day 108:    11 February 2012 
DEM PEOPLEõS REP. OF KOREA (Asia) 
Literacy:  99% 
Life Expectancy:  63.8 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  51.3/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,900 
Population:  24.05M 
Ethnicity :  Korean 
Religion:  òIrreligionó  64.3%, Korean shamanist16%,  
Cheondoist 13.5%, Buddhist 4.5%, Christian 1.7% 
Resources:  Iron, zinc, coal, fluorite, copper, salt, lead, tungsten 
Products:  Fresh fruit, apples 
Industry :  Military products, electric power, chemicals, mining 
World Heritage Site:  Koguryo Tombs 
  
One of the worldõs most secretive societies, North Korea is one of 
the few countries still under communist rule.  It maintains one of the 
worldõs largest standing armies and militarism pervades everyday 
life.  A cult of personality surrounds the ruling Kim family 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for North Korea 
1.   For leaders to heed the  legitimate call for reform 
2.  For food to be fairly distributed to the starving and malnourished 
3.  For Christians to persevere amidst danger and persecution. 
4.  For people to be given basic human rights. 
5.  For peaceful coexistence in the Korean peninsula 

  
Day 109:     13 February 2012 
 INDIA (Asia) 
Literacy:  61% 
Life Expectancy:  66.46 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  49.13/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $3,500 
Population:  1.17B  Growth:  1.376% 
Ethnicity :  Indo-Aryan72%, Dravidian 25%, others 
Religion:  Hindu 80.5%, Muslim,13.4%, Christian, Sikh, others 
Resources:Coal, iron ore, manganese, mica, bauxite, diamonds 
Products:  Wheat, rice, coarse grains, oilseeds, sugar, jute, tea 
Industry :  Textiles, jute, steel, machinery, transport equipment, 
World Heritage Site:  28 sites including Agra Fort, Taj Mahal, 
Jantar Mantar in Jaipur, Mountain Railways of India 
  
India has 2.4% of the worldõs land area but 15% of world population, 
with median age of 25. Its civilization dates back to 2500BC.  Locked 
in a tense rivalry with neighboring Pakistan, India has made great 
strides in information and nuclear technology.  In the last  
election in 2009, 344 million people cast their votes. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for India 
1.  For the 41 million Indians without a home 
2.  For those who suffer from barriers imposed by caste 
3.  For political leaders to be enlightened as they chart a course for 
one billion people. 
4. For peace with Pakistan and resolution of the Kashmir issue 
5. For more opportunities for people to hear the Gospel 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 110:     14 February 2012 
INDONESIA (Asia) 
Literacy: 90.4 % 
Life Expectancy:  70.76 yrs 
Infant Mortality : 29.97/1000 
Population:240.3M  Growth:1.14% Per Capita (PPP): $4,200 
Ethnicity :  Javanese, Sundanese, Madurese, Minangkabau 
Religion:  Muslim 86.1%, Protestant, Catholic, Hindu 
Resources:  Oil and gas, bauxite, silver, tin, copper, gold, coal 
Products:  Timber, rubber, rice, palm oil, coffee 
Industry : Garments, footwear, electronics, furniture, paper etc  
World Heritage Site: 7 sites including Borobudur, Komodo 
National Park, Sumatra Rainforest 
 Indonesia has the worldõs second-largest tropical forest, the fastest 
deforestation rate, and the third-largest contributor of greenhouse gas 
emissions.  Also home to the greatest marine biodiversity on the 
planet, the government is taking the lead in coral conservation.  
Indonesia has the worldõs largest Muslim population. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Indonesia 
1.  That  democratic institutions may strengthen and deepen 
2.  That  the nation find the will to address the discrimination and 
exploitation that was a feature of its past 
3. That  government and society grow in transparency and  
accountability 
4.  That  civil society find the voice to fight corruption 
5.  That  forest resources be soundly managed and wildlife protected 

  
Day 111:     15 February 2012 
 JAPAN (Asia) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  79yrs M/ 86yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  2.8/1000 
Population:127M Growth:-0.19% Per Capita(PPP): $34,000 
Ethnicity :  Japanese, Korean, Chinese 
Religion:  Shinto, Buddhist, Christian 
Resources:  Fish, few minerals 
Products:  Rice, vegetables, fruit, milk, meat, silk, fish 
Industry :  Full range of manufacturing 
World Heritage Site: 16 Sites including Ancient Kyoto, Ancient 
Nara, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Japan sits on the boundaries of 3 tectonic plates, 20% of the worldõs 
earthquakes occur here.  A 9.0 magnitude earthquake in March 2011 
triggered a catastrophic tsunami.  Rebuilding its infrastructure will be 
its greatest challenge since World War II.  Japan has the longest life 
expectancy in the world, and lowest infant mortality rate. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Japan 
1. For all who continue to suffer the effects of the 2011 tsunami 
2. For reconstruction to proceed with purpose and discipline 
3. For the troubled youth of Japan to have opportunity to hear the 
Gospel 
4. For continuing diplomatic dialogue with North Korea 
5. For the government to find resources to continue caring for the 
aging population 

  
Day 112:    16 February 2012 
 KAZAKHSTAN (Asia) 
Literacy:  98.4% 
Life Expectancy:  61.9yrs M/ 72.84yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  27.4/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $12,700 
Population:  15.6M  Growth:  1.08% 
Ethnicity :  Kazakh, Russian, Ukrainian, Uzbek, German 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 47%, Russian Orthodox 44%, others 
Resources:  Oil and gas, minerals, coal, iron ore, copper, zinc 
Products:  Wheat, livestock, barley, cotton, rice 
Industry :  Oil and gas condensate,  natural gas, 
World Heritage Site: Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, 
Tamgaly Petroglyphs, Steppe/Lakes of Northern Kazakhstan 
  
A huge country with vast mineral resources, the different ethnic 
groups in Kazakhstan generally live in harmony.  The government is 
addressing its major ecological problems  including the desiccation of 
the Arral Sea and protection of the fragile Caspian ecosystem. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Kazakhstan 
1. For good leaders to steer the nation through the economic boom 
2. For abundant natural resources to benefit all the people 
3. For  the government  to develop needed infrastructure 
4. For a credible successor and peaceful transition of power from the 
decades long reign of President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
5.  For peaceful coexistence with its neighbors 

  
Day 113:    17 February 2012 
 KIRIBATI (Asia) 
Literacy:  92% 
Life Expectancy:  61 yrs. 
Infant Mortality :  46/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $6,200 
Population:  100,835  Growth:  1.8% 
Ethnicity :  Micronesian 99% 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 55%, Kiribati Protestant, other 
Resources:  Phosphates, fish 
Products:  Seaweed, shark fins, copra 
Industry :  Tourism, copra, fish 
World Heritage Site:  Phoenix Islands Protected Area 
  
33 atolls make up Kiribati. Its economic zone comprises 3.55 million 
sq km, stretching 4000 km from east to west and 2000 km from 
north to south, straddling the Equator.  Dependent on coconut and 
fishing license revenue, Kiribati needs to import nearly all essential 
foodstuffs and manufactured items. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Kiribati 
1. For responsible stewardship of its vast marine resources 
2. For public finance reform to improve revenue collection 
3. For government to wisely allocate scarce human and financial  
resources to basic infrastructure and services 
4. For the international community to act on global warming that 
threatens the very existence of small islands like Kiribati 
5. For improved information on the health risks posed by cigarettes 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 114:    18 February 2012 
 LAOS (Asia) 
Literacy: 69% 
Life Expectancy:  65.4 yrs 
Infant Mortality : 77.82/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,500 
Population:  6.5M  Growth:  2.3% 
Ethnicity :  Tai-Kadai (6 groups), Austro-Asiatic (30 groups), 
Hmong-Yao, Tibeto-Burman, others 
Religion:  Buddhist 75%, Christians, Muslim 
Resources:  Hydroelectric power, timber, minerals 
Products:  Glutinous rice, coffee, corn, sugarcane, tobacco, ginger, 
water buffalo, pigs, cattle, poultry, sweet potatoes 
Industry :  Copper, tin, gold, gypsum, timber, electric power 
World Heritage Site: Luang Prabang, Champasak Landscape 
  
Buddhism and spirit worship coexist easily.  Landlocked, Laos is 
poor, with inadequate infrastructure and a largely unskilled work-
force.  Endemic corruption continues to hamper economic growth. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Laos 
1.That society may take a forceful stand against corruption 
2.That authorities succeed in  controlling the òYabaaó drug epidemic 
3. That government resettle the communities that will be affected by 
the proposed Xayaburi hydropower dam 
4. That government effectively halt timber smuggling to Vietnam 
5. That authorities effectively police the trafficking of bile-based 
traditional medicines that pose a threat to endangered bears 

  
Day 115:     19 February 2012 
 MALAYSIA (Asia) 
Literacy: 93.5% 
Life Expectancy:  71.9yrs M/ 76.4yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  6.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $14,700 
Population:  28.3M Growth:  1.7% 
Ethnicity :  Malay 53.3%, Chinese 26%, indigenous, Indian 
Religion:  Muslim, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu 
Resources:  Petroleum, liquefied natural gas, tin, minerals 
Products: Palm oil, rubber, timber, cocoa, rice, fruits, fish 
Industry :  Electronics, electrical products, chemicals, food, 
beverage, metal and machine products, apparel 
World Heritage Site:  Gunung Mulu Park, Kinabalu Park,  
Melaka and George Town 
  
A multi-racial society containing many ethnic groups, Malaysia has 
been peaceful for several decades.  Regional cooperation is a 
cornerstone of Malaysiaõs foreign policy.  It was a founding member 
of ASEAN, and a frequent contributor to UN peacekeeping missions. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Malaysia 
1. That political leaders may act with honesty and integrity 
2. That the different races and religions continue its peaceful  
coexistence 
3. That Malaysia is able to care for refugees and asylum seekers 
4.  That people manage their savings efficiently for  their old age 
5.  That economic prosperity may encourage social responsibility 

  
Day 116:     21 February 2012 
 MALDIVES (Asia) 
Literacy:  97% 
Life Expectancy:  72 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  24/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $6,900 
Ethnicity :  Maldivians 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 
Resources:  Marine life 
Industry :  Tourism, transport, communications, fishing 
  
Maldives comprises 1,191 islands in the Indian Ocean.  With its 
abundant sealife and sandy beaches, the Maldives is a choice tourist 
destination.  There is growing concern about the coral reef and 
marine life because of coral mining, sand dredging and solid waste 
pollution and climate change.  The 2004 tsunami prompted interest 
in global climate change.  
  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Maldives 
1.  That the international community act on global warming for the 
threat it poses to the very existence of the Maldives 
2.  That responsible tourism may be promoted 
3.  That the coral reefs be preserved for the good of the planet. 
4.  That the young may have access to good quality education 
5.  That the sick and the elderly may have access to health care 

  
Day 117:     22 February 2012 
 MARSHALL ISLANDS (Asia) 
Literacy:  98% 
Life Expectancy:  65.7yrs M/ 69.4yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  3% Majuro and Ebeye; 9% on atolls 
Per Capita (PPP);  2,500 
Population:  61,300  Growth:  2.14% 
Ethnicity :  Marshallese 90%, Filipino, Chinese, NZealander 
Religion:  Christian, mostly Protestant 
Resources:  Marine resources, mariculture, seabed minerals 
Products:  Copra, breadfruit 
Industry :  Copra processing, fishery, tourism, pearl farming 
World Heritage Site:  Bikini Atoll Nuclear Test Site 
  
Marshall Islands consist of two chains of coral atolls, together with 
1000 islets just north of the Equator.  The atolls are coral deposits on 
the crater rims of submerged volcanoes.  It is a sovereign nation with 
a compact with the US, which provides security and defense  
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Marshall Islands 
1.  For protection from high tides and storm surges 
2.  For preservation of the coral deposits for the good of the planet 
3.  For peaceful coexistence between the natives and expatriates 
4.  For international action on global warming for the threat it poses 
to the very existence of the Marshall Islands 
5.  For access to health care for those who need it.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
Day 118:    23 February 2012 
 MICRONESIA (Asia) 
Literacy: 89% 
Life Expectancy:  68.8yrs M/ 72.6yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 27.03/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,200 
Population:  102,624  Growth:  0.26% 
Ethnicity :  9 ethnic Micronesian and Polynesian groups 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 50%, Protestant 47% 
Products:  Kava, betel nut, breadfruit, coconuts, bananas,taro 
Industry :  Fishing, agriculture, tourism, construction, crafts 
  
Situated in the Western Pacific, Micronesia consists of 600 islands.  A 
compact of free association with the USA guarantees security and 
foreign aid.  Despite its small population and large foreign aid,  
Micronesia has high unemployment, which is compounded by the  
increasing numbers of Filipino migrant workers. Many live without 
electricity or running water.  Tourism offers a possibility of lessening 
dependence on foreign aid. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Micronesia 
1.  That  government and industry may generate more jobs 
2.  That migrant workers, including Filipinos, may be welcomed and 
treated fairly 
3.  That people may gain access to electricity and running water 
4.  That the Church may encourage an end to the use of magic 
5.  That the use of the narcotic, sakau, be restricted.  

  
Day 119:     24 February 2012 
 MONGOLIA (Asia) 
Literacy: 98% 
Life Expectancy:  67.9yrs 
Infant Mortality :  19.4/1000 
Population: 2.7M Growth: 1.4 % Per Capita (PPP): $3,600 
Ethnicity :  Mongol predominantly Khalkha 95%, Turkic, Buriat 
Religion:  Buddhist Lamaism, Muslim 
Resources:Coal, copper, molybdenum, silver, iron, phosphates, 
Products: Livestock and byproducts, hay fodder, vegetables 
Industry :  Mining, manufacturing, utilities, minerals, beverages 
World Heritage Site: Uuvs Nuur Basin, Orkhon Valley  
Landscape, Petroglyphs of Mongolian Altai 
  
Once the heart of an empire under Genghis Khan, who united  
warring tribes and established the Mongol empire in the 13th century, 
Mongoliaõs population is now smaller than the Mongol population of 
China.  Untapped mineral wealth is expected to transform the  
economy in coming years. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Mongolia 
1.For programs to bolster the countryõs energy independence 
2.For action to protect endangered species in the Gobi Desert 
3. For natural resources to be extracted responsibly 
4. For  government sensitivity to the plight of herders in Inner  
Mongolia and their issues against mining companies 
5. For peaceful relations between ethnic Mongolians and Chinese 
immigrants 

  
Day 120:     25 February 2012 
MYANMAR (Asia) 
Literacy:  % 
Life Expectancy:   yrs 
Infant Mortality :  /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,250 
Population:   55.4M  Growth: 
Ethnicity :  Bamar, Shan, Karen, Rakhine, Chinese, others 
Religion:  Buddhist 89% 
Resources: Sapphire, pearl, jade, ruby, 
Products:  Rice, teak, opium 
Industry :  Agricultural goods, textiles, gems, metals, oil, gas 
  
Ruled by a military junta, Myanmarõs army stands accused of gross 
human rights abuses.  A largely rural, densely forested country, 
Burma is rich in natural resources, though its people remain poor.  
The arts, particularly literature, have been influenced by the local 
form of Theravada Buddhism.  Monks are venerated by the people. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Myanmar 
1.  That the military junta may heed the peopleõs calls for reform 
2. That the riches of the land be extracted responsibly for the good of 
all 
3.  For transparency in large-scale infrastructure projects 
4.  For genuine multi-ethnic participation and a sound regulatory 
framework for foreign investments in resource rich ethnic areas 
5.  For conservation of the nationõs ecosystems 

  
Day 121:     27 February 2012 
NAURU (Asia) 
Literacy:  97% 
Life Expectancy:  55.2yrs M/ 57.1yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  45.8 
Per Capita (PPP):  P5,000 
Population:  9,976 Growth:  2.1% 
Ethnicity :  Nauruan 93%, Chinese, Pacific Islander, European 
Religion:  Christian, 2/3 Protestant 1/3 Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Phosphates 
Products: 
Industry:   Phosphate mining 
  
Phosphate mining in the central plateau of Nauru has left a barren 
terrain of jagged prehistoric coral pinnacles up to 15 meters high.  A 
century of mining has stripped and devastated four-fifths of the total 
land area.  Efforts to rehabilitate mined-out areas have been  
unsuccessful.  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Nauru 
1.  That the international community act on global warming that 
threatens the very existence of small islands like Nauru 
2.  That the lessons of uncontrolled phosphate mining may bring 
intelligent policies for the future 
3.  That efforts at reforestation may succeed 
4.  That the government may generate more job opportunities 
5.  That citizens be made aware of the health risks posed by cigarettes 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 122:    28 February 2012 
 NEPAL (Asia) 
Literacy: 57% 
Life Expectancy:  67yrs 
Infant Mortality : 41/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,200 
Population: 29.3 M  Growth:  2.132% 
Ethnicity : Brahman, Chetri, Newar, Gurung, Magar, Sherpa  
Religion:  Hindu 81%, Buddhist, Muslim, others 
Resources:  Water, hydropower, limited fertile agricultural land 
Products:  Rice, wheat, maize, sugarcane, oilseed, jute, millet 
Industry :  Carpets, pashmina, garments, cement, cigarettes, 
bricks, sugar, soap, matches, jute, hydroelectric power 
World Heritage Site: Kathmandu, Sagamantha National Park, 
Royal Chitwan Park, Birthplace of Buddha in Lumbini 
  
Buddhist and Hindu shrines and festivals are respected and  
celebrated by many.  With eight of the ten highest mountain peaks 
including Mount Everest, Nepal is a tourist destination.  Trafficking 
in women and child labor remain serious problems. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Nepal 
1.  That public opinion be made more aware of human trafficking 
2.  That concrete solutions may be found to end human trafficking 
3.  That  government continue its efforts  against money laundering 
4. That the political parties and the Maoists succeed in forging  
national consensus 
5.  That Mount Everest and the other wonders of creation be  
preserved 

  
Day 123:     29 February 2012 
 PAKISTAN (Asia) 
Literacy: 63% M/ 36%F 
Life Expectancy:  63yrs M/ 65yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 66.95 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $2,500 
Population:  167.8M Growth: 1.81 %  Unemployment: 14% 
Ethnicity :  Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashtun, Baloch, Muhajir, Saraiki 
Religion:  Muslim 97%, Christians, Hindus 
Resources:  Arable land, natural gas, limited oil, coal, iron ore, etc 
Products: Wheat, cotton, rice, sugarcane, eggs, fruits, vegetables, 
Industry:   Textiles, apparel, food processing, pharmaceuticals, 
construction, shrimp, fertilizer, paper products 
World Heritage Site: 6 sites including Fort and Shalamar Gardens 
in Lahore, Rohtas Fort, Ruins at Moenjodaro 
  
The modern state of Pakistan was born out of the partition of the 
Indian subcontinent in 1947.  Kashmir  has been the flashpoint of 3 
wars against India. Civilian politics has been tarnished by corruption, 
but military rule has not succeeded either in establishing security.  In 
May 2011, US forces found  and killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Pakistan 
1. That extremism may be countered by respect and tolerance  
2. That victims of natural disasters may receive compassionate aid 
3. That political and diplomatic dialogue with India may bring peace 
4. That the poor and unemployed  may receive the aid and support 
they need to build a brighter future. 
5. That people may have access to clean drinking water. 

  
Day 124:     1 March 2012 
 PALAU (Asia) 
Literacy:  95.2% 
Life Expectancy:  68yrs M / 76yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  16.2/1000 
Population: 20,000   Growth: 1.3% Per Capita (PPP):  $8,100 
Ethnicity :  Micronesian with Malayan, Melanesian elements 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Modekngei 
Products:  Coconuts, taro, bananas 
 Industry :  Trade, government, construction, tourism 
  
More than 200 volcanic and coral islands make up the nation of Palau 
in the northern Pacific.  Palau favors sustainable tourism, which 
along with foreign aid is the mainstay of the economy.    Tourists are 
attracted to Palauõs diverse and pristine marine  
environment, and above-water tropical beauty. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Palau 
1. That despite the asylum granted to Chinese  Uighurs, relations 
with China may be restored and investments renewed 
2. That tourism be conscientious in  conserving the environment 
3.  That the coastal storms program, that seeks to help Palau  
prepare for hazardous conditions, may continue to receive funding 
4.  That the elderly and the sick may have access to health care 
5. That the international community act on global warming that 
poses a threat to Palauõs existence 

  
Day 125:     2 March 2012 
 PAPUA NEW GUINEA (Asia) 
Literacy: 49.3 % 
Life Expectancy: 62 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  69/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,500 
Population: 6.5M Growth:  2%  Ethnicity :  Indigenous 
Religion:  Christian 96% 
Resources:  Gold, copper ore, crude oil, natural gas, timber, fish 
Products:  Coffee, cocoa, coconuts, palm oil, tea, vanilla 
Industry :  Copra crushing, palm oil processing, plywood and wood 
chip production, mining of gold, silver, copper, tourism 
World Heritage Site:  Kuk Early Archeological Site 
  
Traditionally, Papua New Guineans recognize bonds of kinship  
beyond the immediate family group. Though land may be inherited by 
women, women are generally considered as inferiors and gender 
violence is endemic.  There is rapid spread of HIV 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Papua New Guinea 
1. That  the health crisis posed by the spread of HIV be addressed 
2. That a solution be found to mine waste disposal that will not be 
harmful to the environment 
3. That vast natural resources may be extracted for the good of all 
4. That social tensions that come with urbanization may be addressed 
5.  That the government may put an end to sorcery-related killings 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 126:    3 March 2012 
 REPUBLIC OF KOREA (Asia) 
Literacy: 98% 
Life Expectancy:  75.56yrs M/ 82.28yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 4.24/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $30,000 
Population:  48.64M  Growth: 0.258% 
Ethnicity :  Korean, small Chinese minority 
Religion:  Christian, Buddhist, Shaman, Chondogyo 
Resources:  Coal, tungsten, graphite, molybdenum, lead 
Products:Rice, root crops, barley, vegetables, fruit, cattle, pigs  
Industry : Electronics, telecoms, automobiles, chemicals, ships 
World Heritage Site:  10 sites including Hwaseong Fortress, 
Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty, Hahoe and Yangdong 
  
The Korean War ended in 1953, though no peace agreement has 
been signed.  South Korea has become one of the most affluent 
nations in Asia, powered by family owned industrial conglomerates, 
among them Hyundai and Samsung. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for South Korea 
1.That conflicts with Pyongyang and Japan be settled diplomatically 
2. That society firmly reject corruption in politics and industry 
3. That the youth be protected from violence in the media 
4. That the Church  may offer a path to those disillusioned with 
modernity 
5. That workers may be kept safe in their places of employment 

  
Day 127:     5 March 2012 
 SAMOA (Asia) 
Literacy: 98.6% 
Life Expectancy:  66yrs M/ 70yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 24 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $3,791 
Population:  183,203 Growth: 1.4% 
Ethnicity :  Samoan 92.6%, Euronesian, European 
Religion:  Christian 98.9% 
Products: Coconuts, fish, taro 
Industry :  Tourism, coconuts, small scale manufacturing, fishing 
  
Nine volcanic islands make up the Independent State of Samoa.  It was 
governed by New Zealand until independence in 1961.  The 
traditional Samoan way, the Faõa Samoa, remains a strong force in life 
and politics.  Deeply conservative and devoutly Christian, Samoan 
society centers around the extended family which is headed by an 
elected chief.  Many Samoan villages hold up to 20 minutes of prayer 
curfews in the evenings.  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Samoa 
1. That Godõs Word be listened to, contemplated, loved and lived. 
2. That Christians may live in peace and unity 
3.  That leaders of the nation may govern with wisdom and integrity 
4.  That prayer customs may ground Samoans in truth. 
5.  That the poor and the sick may have access to health care. 

  
Day 128:     6 March 2012 
 SINGAPORE (Asia) 
Literacy: 95.9 % 
Life Expectancy:  79yrs M/ 83.7yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 2 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $62,100 
Population:  5.077M  Growth: 1.8% 
Ethnicity :  Chinese 74.1%, Malays 13.4%, Indians 9.2%, others 
Religion:  Buddhist, Taoist, Muslim, Christian, Hindu 
Resources: None 
Products:  Poultry, orchids, vegetables, fruits, ornamental fish 
 Industry :  Electronics, petroleum products, machinery, metal 
products, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, transport equipment 
  
Singaporeõs economic importance is disproportionate to its small 
size.  A largely corruption-free government, skilled work force and 
advanced and efficient infrastructure have attracted massive foreign 
investment.  It has enjoyed full employment for long periods of time 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Singapore 
1. That material wealth may encourage Singaporeans to reach out to 
the less fortunate in the world. 
2. That future generations may always remember the hard work and 
discipline that created their prosperous society. 
3. That different ethnic groups may continue to live in harmony 
4. That families may instill good moral values in their children 
5. That the mentally ill may receive the support they need  

  
Day 129:     7 March 2012 
SOLOMON ISLANDS  (Asia) 
Literacy:  76.6% 
Life Expectancy:  76 yrs 
Infant Mortality : 37/1000 
Population: 539,000 Growth: 2.3 % Per Capita (PPP):  $2,900 
Ethnicity :  Melanesian, Polynesian, Micronesian, other 
Religion:  Christian 92% 
Resources:  Forests, fish, agricultural land, marine products, gold 
Products:  Copra, cocoa, palm oil, palm kernels , yams , taro 
Industry :  Fish canning, sawmilling, boats, rattan /wood furniture, 
fiberglass production, shell jewelry, tobacco, beer 
World Heritage Site:  East Rennell 
  
A former British protectorate in the Pacific, the Solomon Islands is 
trying to recover from a civil conflict between ethnic Melanesians and 
migrant Malaitans, that brought the nation to the brink of collapse.  
Australia intervened and brokered a peace deal.  Economic hopes rest 
on the resumption of palm oil production  & gold mining. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Solomon Islands 
1.  That the people scarred by civil conflict may learn to live in peace 
2.  That dolphins be preserved and the Bitaõama community that 
traditionally hunts dolphins be given development assistance 
3.  That the crocodile population be controlled 
4.  That economic growth provide more opportunities to the young, 
and control the rise in teenage prostitution  
5.  That personal disputes over land be sorted out in the courts 

    

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  
Day 130:   8 March 2012 
SRI LANKA (Asia) 
Literacy: 91% 
Life Expectancy:  73yrs M/ 77yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 18.57/1000 
Population: 21.3 M Growth:  0.9% Per Capita (PPP): $5,000 
Ethnicity :  Sinhalese 74%, Tamils 18%, Muslims, others 
Religion:  Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, Christian 
Resources:  Limestone, graphite, mineral sands, gems, phosphates 
Products:  Rice, tea, rubber, coconut, spices 
Industry : Garments, leather goods, rubber products, chemicals 
World Heritage Site:  8 sites including Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya, 
Sacred Cities of Anuradhapura and Kandy, Sinharaja Reserve 
  
Historical divisions continue to impact Sri Lankan society and  
politics.  Bitter civil war between the majority Sinhalese and  
minority Tamils may have ended with the capture of the last area 
controlled by Tamil Tigers in 2009.  About 15% of the population 
remains impoverished.   
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Sri Lanka 
1. That the Sinhalese and Tamils may learn to live in peace 
2. That healing may come to lives torn apart by  natural disasters 
3. That reconstruction may be planned with wisdom and foresight 
4.  That internally displaced peoples  may find permanent homes 
5.  That economic growth may lift people out of poverty 

  
Day 131:     9 March 2012 
 TAJIKISTAN (Asia) 
Literacy: 97.4% 
Life Expectancy:  62.29yrs M/  68.52yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  41.03/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $2,000 
Population:  7.3M  Growth: 1.9 % 
Ethnicity :  Tajik 80%, Uzbek 15%, Russian, others 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 95%, Shiõa Muslim 3% 
Resources:  Hydropower, uranium, gold, mercury, brown coal, etc 
Products: Cotton, grain, fruits, grapes, vegetables, cattle, sheep 
Industry :  Aluminum, zinc, lead, chemicals, fertilizers, cement, etc 
World Heritage Site:  Proto-urban site of Sarazm 
  
Earthquakes of varying degrees are frequent in Tajikistan and flooding 
and landslides occur during the annual spring thaw.  Civil war broke 
out almost as soon as it gained independence from the Soviet Union.  
Lack of transparency in the legislative process and concerns regarding 
due process demonstrate the weakness of civil society.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Tajikistan 
1. For regional cooperation on water  management in the Amu Darya 
Basin 
2.  For civil society to stand against corruption in higher education  
3.  For improved supply of electricity and power 
4. For peace in the borders with Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan 
5. For economic growth to improve the lives of the people 

  
Day 132:     10 March 2012 
 THAILAND (Asia) 
Literacy:  94.9% M/ 90.5% F 
Life Expectancy:   70.51yrs M/ 75.27yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 18.23 /1000 
Per Capita:  $4,716 
Population:  67M  Growth: 0.5% 
Ethnicity :  Thai 89%, others 
Religion:  Buddhist 93%, Muslim 5%, Christian, Hindu 
Resources:  Tin, rubber, natural gas, tungsten, tantalum, timber, 
lead, fish, gypsum, lignite, fluorite 
 Industry :  Tourism, textiles, food processing, cement, integrated 
circuits, jewelry, electronics, petrochemical, auto assembly 
World Heritage Site: Ayutthaya, Sukhothai, Ban Chiang and 
Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest, 
  
Thailand is the only country in south-east Asia to have escaped 
colonial rule.  Buddhism and the monarchy have shaped Thai society 
and politics.  The countryõs recent political history has been 
turbulent, characterized by coups and popular protests. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Thailand 
1.  For peaceful dialogue between the political parties. 
2.  For different sectors of society to reach out in ways that will 
ensure peace for the nation 
3.  For sweatshop workers to receive better wages 
4.  For freedom from the corruption that protects the sex trade 
5. For peaceful transition after the reign of King Bhumibol 

  
Day 133:     11 March 2012 
TIMOR-LESTE (Asia) 
Literacy:  50.1% 
Life Expectancy:  62yrs 
Infant Mortality : 64/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,600 
Population: 1,066,582 
Ethnicity :  Timorese 
Religion:  Catholic 96.5% 
Resources:  Oil and natural gas 
Products:  Coffee 
Industry :  Coffee, oil and natural gas 
  
East Timor gained independence from Indonesia after a long and 
traumatic struggle.  The rebuilding of East Timor has been one of the 
UNõs biggest success stories, though security remains precarious.  
Prone to drought, the country will be dependent on foreign aid for 
many years. 
  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Timor-Leste 
1.  For crises to be resolved by negotiation and dialogue 
2.  For strengthening of public institutions 
3.  For continued progress in human development indices 
4.  For government and industry to create more job opportunities 
5.  For international aid to be used effectively 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 134:    13 March 2012 
 TONGA (Asia) 
Literacy: 99.2% 
Life Expectancy:  67.3yrs M/ 73yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 19/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $6,100 
Population:  103,365  Growth: 0.3 % 
Ethnicity :  Tongan 98%, other Polynesian, European 
Religion:  Christian 
Resources:  Fish 
Products:  Root crops, squash, vanilla, kava, fish, marine products 
Industry :  Fuels, minerals ,chemicals, food products, machinery 
and transport equipment 
  
Tonga is composed of 170 islands spread over the South Pacific.  The 
last of the Polynesian monarchies, Tongan society is deeply 
conservative and Christian.  It has no strategic or mineral resources, 
and must rely on agriculture, fishing and OFW remittances. 
  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Tonga 
1.  For fishermen to be blessed with a bountiful harvest 
2.  For wise stewardship of marine resources 
3.  For overseas workers to be blessed with good jobs 
4.  For government to be responsive to the needs of the people 
5.  For Christians to live the values of Jesus 

  
Day 135:     14 March 2012 
 TURKMENISTAN (Asia) 
Literacy: 98.8% 
Life Expectancy:  67.87 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  46.36/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $7,500 
Population:  4.88M Growth:  1.14% 
Ethnicity :  Turkmen 85%, Uzbek 5%, Russian 4% 
Religion:  Muslim 89%, Eastern Orthodox 9% 
Resources:  Natural gas, oil 
Products: Cotton, grain, livestock, fruit and vegetables 
Industry :  Natural gas, oil, petroleum products, textiles, food 
World Heritage Site: Ancient Merv, Kunya-Urgench, Parthian 
Fortresses of Nisa 
  
Turkmenistan has been populated since ancient times, as armies 
marched along toward more prosperous territories.  Today, it is an 
authoritarian state, with efforts focused on centralizing state control.  
In 2007, equal rights were granted to women, but women continue 
to face discrimination.  Corruption is pervasive. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Turkmenistan 
1.  For increased public awareness on the issue of human trafficking 
2.  For government to prevent and prosecute human traffickers 
3.  For economic reforms to create more employment opportunities 
and to lift people out of poverty  
4.  For government to develop strategies on climate change 
5.  For civil society to find the courage to oppose corruption 

  
Day 136:     15 March 2012 
TUVALU (Asia) 
Literacy: 95 % 
Life Expectancy:   61.5 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  17.3/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $3,400 
Population:  11,149  Growth: 1.6% 
Ethnicity :  Polynesians, Micronesians 
Religion:  Church of Tuvalu 97%, Seven Day Adventist, Bahai 
Products:  Copra 
 Industry :  Fishing, tourism, copra, handicrafts, stamps 
  
Tuvalu is a group of nine tiny islands in the South Pacific which won 
independence from the British in 1978.  Five of the islands are coral 
atolls.  No point on Tuvalu is higher than 4.5 meters above sea level.  
Locals campaign against global warming because of the risk of rising 
sea levels to the islandsõ very existence. Democratic values are 
strong.  There is relatively little disparity between rich and poor.  It 
maintains an independent but generally pro-Western foreign policy. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Tuvalu 
1. That the international community act on global warming for the 
risk it poses to  Tuvalu. 
2.  That the nation may adhere to its democratic values 
3. That the small nation may continue to live in peace 
4. That the economy sustain the needs of the population 
5. That the island continue to receive international assistance 

  
Day 137:     16 March 2012 
 UZBEKISTAN (Asia) 
Literacy:  99.3% 
Life Expectancy:  69.48yrs M/ 75.71yrs F 
Population: 28.128M 
Ethnicity :  Uzbek 80%, Russian, 5.5%, Tajik 5%, Kazakh, other 
Religion:  Muslim 88%, Eastern Orthodox 9% 
Resources:  Natural gas, petroleum, gold, coal, uranium, silver, 
copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, molybdenum 
Products:  Cotton (4th largest), vegetables, fruits, grain, l 
Industry :  Textiles, food processing, machine building, metallurgy, 
natural gas, automobiles, chemicals 
World Heritage Site:  Itchan Kala, Historic Centers of Bukhara 
and Shakhrisyabz, Samarkand 
  
After more than a century of Russian rule, Uzbekistan became a 
sovereign country in 1991.  Situated on the ancient Silk Road,  
heritage sites Bukhara and Samarkand were centers of trade and 
culture.  Today, the government allows no political opposition; its 
human rights record is widely criticized. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Uzbekistan 
1. For government action on forced child labor in the cotton industry 
2. For humane treatment of dissidents who have been imprisoned 
3. For more transparency to encourage more foreign investment 
4. For government to address the challenges posed by radical Islam 
5.  For civil society to oppose the corruption of the ruling elite 

    

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 138:    17 March 2012 
 VANUATU (Asia) 
Literacy: 84.8% 
Life Expectancy:  70 yrs 
Infant Mortality :14 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $5,100 
Population:  234,023  Growth: 2.3 % 
Ethnicity :  ni-Vanuatu 94%, European 4%, Pacific Islanders 
Religion:  Predominantly Christian 
Resources:  Forests, agricultural land, marine resources 
Products:  Copra, cocoa, coffee, cattle, timber 
Industry:   Copra, sawmilling,  tourism, financial services 
World Heritage Site: Chief Roi Mataõs Domain 
  
A string of 80 islands once known as the New Hebrides, Vanuatu 
achieved independence from both France and Britain.  Christianity 
has had a profound influence, beginning with the arrival of 
missionaries in the 1830s.  Local traditions are strong; women still 
have lower social standing and fewer educational opportunities. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Vanuatu 
1. That diplomacy may govern its relations with Russia and Georgia 
2. That the status of women may be recognized and respected 
3.  That fishermen may be blessed with a bountiful harvest. 
4.  That more educational opportunities be made available to all 
5.  That social and health services be made available to the poor. 

  
Day 139:     19 March 2012 
 VIETNAM (Asia) 
Literacy: 94% 
Life Expectancy:  73yrs 
Infant Mortality :  20.9/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $3,100 
Population:  90M Growth: 1.077 % 
Ethnicity :  Vietnames (Kinh) 85.7%, Tay, Thai, Muong 
Religion:  Buddhist 50%, Catholics, Cao Dai, Protestants 
Resources:  Coal, crude oil, zinc, copper, silver, gold, iron 
Products: Rice, coffee, cashews, maize, pepper, pork, peanut, etc 
Industry:   Mining, quarrying, manufacturing, electricity, gas, water  
World Heritage Site: 7 sites including Ha Long Bay, My Son 
Sanctuary, Citadel of the Ho Dynasty 
  
The beginnings of Vietnamese civilization date back to the early 
Bronze Age.  Today, it is a one-party communist state that became a 
unified country once more in 1975 when the forces of the communist 
north seized the south.  Vietnam has a high level of biodiversity. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Vietnam 
1.That the memory of war may strengthen resolve to live in peace 
2.That  economic growth may limit the increase in bad debts 
3.That  authorities succeed in the campaign against human trafficking 
4.That ethnic minorities be treated with dignity 
5. That Christians who face persecution may persevere in faith 

  
Day 140:     20 March 2012 
 AUSTRALIA (Australasia) 
Literacy:  99+% 
Life Expectancy:   78.7yrs M/ 83.5 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  4.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $41,000 
Population:   22.3M Growth: 2.1% 
Religion:  Catholic  Anglican, Buddhist, Muslim, no religion 19% 
Resources: Abundant 
Products:  Abundant 
 Industry :  Full range of manufacturing 
World Heritage Site:  19 sites including Great Barrier Reef, 
Tasmanian Wilderness, Fraser Island, Sydney Opera House 
  
Australiaõs cultural achievements bear distinctive features evolving 
from the environment and aboriginal culture.  The vigor and 
originality of its arts, and the skill and talents of its athletes are 
internationally renowned.  Australiaõs growing orientation towards 
its Asian neighbors is reflected in its economic policy.  Isolated from 
other continents, Australia has a abundance of plant and animal life. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Australia 
1. That Australia continue to be a force for peace in the region. 
2. That Australians continue to share with justice the resources of 
the earth, and live in goodwill with one another 
3. That Australian youth may be encouraged to live in truth 
4.  That Australiaõs sports programs continue to develop world-class 
athletes 
5.  That the government respond efficiently to natural disasters 

  
Day 141:     21 March 2012 
 FIJI (Australasia) 
Literacy:  93% 
Life Expectancy:  66yrs M/ 70yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  16 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,400 
Population:  847,793 Growth:  0.5% 
Ethnicity :  Indigenous Fijian, Indo-Fijian 
Religion:  Christian, Hindu, Muslim 
Resources:  Gold, mineral water 
Products:  Sugar, fish 
Industry:   Tourism, sugar, garments 
  
Eight hundred volcanic and coral islands make up the Pacific nation of 
Fiji.  Since 1987, racial and political tensions between the indigenous 
Fijians and the Indo-Fijians have been a source of instability and 
international isolation.  In 2009 it was suspended from the British  
Commonwealth over its lack of progress towards democracy.  
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Fiji 
1. That fishermen and all who work at sea may have bountiful harvest 
2. That Fiji be welcomed back to the British Commonwealth by 
putting in place needed reforms 
3.  That the ethnic groups may settle their differences peacefully 
4. That social and health services may be made available to the poor 
5. That the level of water supply improve, and people have access to 
clean and safe drinking water  

    

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 142:    22 March 2012 
 NEW ZEALAND (Asia) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  78.4yrs M/ 82.4yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 5.1/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $27,700 
Population: 4.36 M  Growth: 1.3 % 
Ethnicity : European, Maori, Asian, Polynesian, others  
Religion:  Christian 55.6%, no religion 34.7%, Hindu, other 
Resources:  Timber, natural gas, iron sand, coal 
Products:  Dairy products, meat, forestry products 
Industry : Finance, insurance,  manufacturing, fishing, forestry etc  
World Heritage Site:  South West New Zealand, Tongariro 
National Park, New Zealand Sub-Antarctic Islands 
  
The ancestors of the Maoris arrived on the islands around 1000 years 
ago.  New Zealanders of European descent today constitute a majority 
of the population.  In 2008, it became the first Western country to sign 
a free trade deal with China.   
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for New Zealand 
1. That government  follow through on its aims to tackle child  
welfare issues and the  high rate of child beatings and killings 
2. That victims of earthquakes be given needed assistance  
3. That leaders address the growing gap between the rich and poor 
4. That the economy successfully diversify while protecting the 
environment 
5. That young graduates find good employment opportunities 



 

 

 

  

 

Map of Europe 

Area 

¶ 10.18M sqkm 

¶ 2% of the Earthõs total surface 

¶ 6.8% of total land area 
Population 

¶ 731 M (2009) 

¶ 11% of world population 

¶ Density:  70/sqkm 
 



 

 

 

EUROPE 

ü 49 Countries  

ü Starting March 23 with Albania 

ü Ending May 18 with The United Kingdom 

 
 

Week 
#  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

24 

18 
    

Day 143: Mar 23 Day 144:  Mar 24 

    
Albania Andorra 

25 

25 

Day 145: Mar 26 Day 146: Mar 27 Day 147: Mar 28 Day 148: Mar 29 Day 148: Mar 30 Day 149:  Mar 31 

Armenia Austria Azerbaijan Belarus Belgium Bosnia & Herzegovina 

26 

1 

Day 150: Apr 2 Day 151: Apr 3 Day 152: Apr 4 Day 153: Apr 5 Day 154: Apr 6 Day 155: Apr 7 

Bulgaria Croatia Cyprus Czech Republic Denmark Estonia 

27 

8 

Day 156: Apr 9 Day 157: Apr 10 Day 158: Apr 11 Day 159: Apr 12 Day 160: Apr 13 Day 161:  Apr 14 

Finland France Georgia Germany Greece Hungary 

28 

15 

Day 162: Apr 16 Day 163: Apr 17 Day 164: Apr 18 Day 165: Apr 19 Day 166: Apr 20 Day 167:  Apr 21 

Iceland Ireland Italy Kyrqyzstan Latvia Liechtenstein 

29 

22 

Day 168: Apr 23 Day 169: Apr 24 Day 170: Apr 25 Day 171: Apr 26 Day 172: Apr 27 Day 173: Apr 28 

Lithuania Luxembourg Malta Monaco Montenegro Netherlands 

30 

29 

Day 174: Apr 30 Day 175: May 1 Day 176: May 2 Day 177: May 3 Day 178: May 4 Day 179: May 5 

Norway Poland Portugal Rep of Moldava Romania 
Russian 
Federation 

31 

6 

Day 180: May 7 Day 181: May 8 Day 182: May 9 Day 183: May 10 Day 184: May 11 Day 185: May 12 

San Marino Serbia Slovakia Slovenia Spain Sweden 

32 

13 

Day 187: May 14 Day 188: May 15 Day 189: May 16 Day 190: May 17 Day 191: May 18 
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Day 143:    23 March 2012 
 ALBANIA (Europe) 
Life Expectancy:  74.95yrs M/ 80.53yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 20.02/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $8,000 
Population: 3.64M  Unemployment:  13.75% 
Ethnicity :  Albanian 98.6%, Greeks, others 
Religion: Muslim 70%, Albanian Orthodox, Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Oil, gas, coal, iron, copper, chrome ores 
 Industry :  Services, transport, communication, construction 
World Herit age Site:  Butrint, Historic Centers of Berat and  
Gjirokastra 
  
Albania is a small mountainous country in the Balkan peninsula.  The 
birthplace of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, its Muslim majority is a 
legacy of centuries of Ottoman rule.  It became a Stalinist state after 
World War II, transitioning to democracy in 1990.  Albania is 
distinguished for its rich biological diversity in three eco-regions , 
with over 3000 plant species, around 30% of flora found in Europe. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Albania 
1.  That  political parties may find common ground for the good of all 
2.  That results of elections be respected  
3.  That growth in the textile and footwear industry  may increase job 
opportunities 
4.  That miners be given good wages and better working conditions  
5.  That Albaniaõs rich biological diversity be protected 

  
Day 144:     24 March 2012 
 ANDORRA (Europe) 
Literacy: 100% 
Life Expectancy:  84yrs 
Infant Mortality :  3/1000 
GDP:  $3.6B Per Capita (PPP): $46,700 
Population: 85,015  Growth: 1.1 % 
Ethnicity :  Catalan, Spanish, French, Portuguese 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Hydroelectric power, mineral water, timber, iron ore, 
Products:  Tobacco, sheep 
Industry :  Tourism (mainstay), tobacco products, furniture 
World Heritage Site:  Madriu-Perafita-Claror Valley 
  
A land of narrow valleys and mountainous landscapes, Andorra is the 
last independent survivor of the March states, created by Charlemagne 
to keep the Moors from advancing into France.  For more than 700 
years, it has been ruled jointly by the leader of France and the Spanish 
Bishop of Urgel.  Andorrans are a minority in their own country.  
Thriving tourism is the mainstay of the economy. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Andorra 
1.  That economic prosperity may not blind Andorrans to the Gospel 
2.  That leaders may responsibly chart the nationõs future 
3.  That the beauty of Andorra be preserved 
4.  That the Church raise strong believers to witness to Christ 
5. That the elderly may have access to health care 

  
Day 145:     26 March 2012 
 ARMENIA (Europe) 
Literacy:  99% 
Life Expectancy:  72.68yrs 
Infant Mortality : 20.21/1000 
Population: 3.23M   Per Capita (PPP): $5,700 
Ethnicity :  Armenian 97%, Yezidi, Russian, Greek, others 
Religion :  Armenian Apostolic Church 90% 
Resources:  Copper, molybdenum, zinc, gold, silver, lead, marble 
Products:  Fruits, vegetables, wines, dairy, livestock 
Industry :  Diamond processing, metal-cutting machine tools,  
forging-pressing machines, electric motors, tires, knitwear, brandy 
World Heritage Site: Monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahin, 
Churches of Echmiatsin, Zvartnots, Geghard and Upper Azat Valley  
  
In 301 AD, Armenia became the first nation to adopt Christianity as a 
state religion. Situated along the Great Silk Road, it has felt the 
influence of many empires. It is trying to address its environmental 
problems and the huge diaspora that has seen a quarter of the 
population emigrating since 1990. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Armenia 
1.  For the Armenian diaspora 
2.  For families separated by economic necessity 
3. For traditions of the Eastern Churches to be known & esteemed 
4.  For diplomatic solutions to the conflict with Azerbaijan 
5.  For authorities to respond effectively to environmental problems 

  
Day 146:     27 March 2012 
AUSTRIA (Europe) 
Literacy: 98% 
Life Expectancy:  77.4yrs M/ 82.9yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.6/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $40,400 
Population:  8.36M Growth: 0.4% 
Ethnicity :  Germans, Turks, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Bosnians 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 73.6%, Lutheran, Muslim, none 12% 
Resources:  Iron ore, crude oil, natural gas, timber, tungsten, etc 
Products:  Livestock, forest products, grains, wine, sugar beets 
Industry :  Iron and steel, chemicals, capital equipment, 
World  Heritage Site: 9 sites including Salzburg, Schonbrunn  
Palace, Graz, Historic Vienna, Alpine Prehistoric Pile dwellings 
  
Famous for its spectacular mountain scenery, Austria lies in the 
geographical heart of Europe.  Joined to Nazi Germany from 1938-
1945, it now maintains permanent neutrality.  Its rich cultural heritage 
in the music of Mozart and Schubert, and the ideas of Freud and 
Wittgenstein has left an indelible mark on the world. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Austria 
1. That authorities keep alert to the threats posed by the far-right 
2.  That the interior ministry create the proposed task force to fight 
against the spreading of hatred on the internet 
3.  That Austria can remain an open and pluralistic society 
4.  That the unemployed may find gainful employment 
5. That Austrians  may continue to enjoy comprehensive health care 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 147:    28 March 2012 
 AZERBAIJAN (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.5% 
Life Expectancy:  62.53yrs M/ 71.34yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 52.84/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,900 
Population 9.077M  Growth: 1.1% 
Ethnicity :  Azeri 90.6%, Dagestani, Russian, Armenian, other 
Religion: Muslim 93.4%, Russian Orthodox, Armenian 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, metals 
Products:  Cotton, tobacco, grain, rice, grapes, tea, cattle 
Industry :  Oil, natural gas, oilfield equipment, steel, iron ore. 
World Heritage Site: City of Baku, Gobustan Rock Art 
  
Azerbaijan combines the heritage of the Seljuk Turks and ancient 
Persians.  Its name is derived from the Persian, meaning òLand of 
Fireó referring both to its petroleum deposits known since ancient 
times and to its status as former center of the Zoroastrian faith.  
Today it faces serious environmental challenges, soil contaminated 
with DDT, and pollution. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Azerbaijan 
1.  May the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh be settled peacefully 
2.   May Azerbaijan and Armenia continue diplomatic means to 
settle their border issues 
3.  May the government respect its international commitments 
4.  May people of different faiths live in peace with each other 
5.  May the government fulfill its goal of reducing poverty 

  
Day 148:     29 March 2012 
 BELARUS (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.6% 
Life Expectancy:  64.95yrs M/ 76.67yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  6.43/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $13,600 
Population: 9.65M  Growth: -0.378% 
Ethnicity :  Belarusian 81.2%, Russian, Polish,  Ukrainian, Jewish 
Religion:  Eastern Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, other 
Resources:  Forest land, peat deposits, potash, oil, natural gas 
Products:  Grain, potatoes, vegetables, flax, beef, milk 
Industry :  Machinery/ transport equipment, chemicals, fabrics 
World Heritage Site:  Bialowieza Forest, Mir Castle, Complex of 
the Radziwill Family at Nesvizh, Struve Geodetic Arc 
  
An estimated 70% of the nuclear fallout from the 1986 accident at 
Chernobyl landed on Belorusian territory and about 20% of the land 
remains contaminated.  The country faces growing air, land, and water 
pollution from potash mining in the south of the country.  It remains 
heavily dependent on Russia for its energy needs. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Belarus 
1. That nature heal from the contamination of Chernobyl 
2. That cooperation with the regions of the Russian Federation bring 
political stability and economic growth 
3. That government succeed in meeting the fiscal targets  set by IMF 
4.  That the unemployed may find work 
5.  That leaders respect human rights and release political prisoners 

  
Day 149:     30 March 2012 
 BELGIUM (Europe) 
Literacy:  99% 
Per Capita (PPP):  $37,800 
Population: 10.84 Growth: 0.08%  Density:  862.6/sqmile 
Ethnicity :  Flemings, Walloons, Italians, French, Dutch 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim 
Resources:  Coal 
Products: Livestock, grain, sugar beets, milk, tobacco 
Industry:   Engineering, metal products, vehicle assembly, 
transportation equipment, scientific instruments, textiles, 
World Heritage Site: 10 sites including La Grand-Place, Belfries 
of Belgium, Historic Brugge, Tournai Cathedral  
  
Belgium is one of Europeõs true melting pots.  Language, economic 
and political differences between Flanders and Wallonia have led to 
divisions in Belgian society.  Its capital, Brussels, is the 
headquarters of the European Union and NATO.  It is  
famous for its culinary tradition, especially chocolate and beer. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Belgium 
1. That Belgians may find strength in their diversity 
2. That Belgium be protected from the threats of jihadists after 
banning the wearing of face-covering burqas in public 
3. That government may succeed in narrowing the budget deficit 
4. That Belgium continue its contributions to peace-keeping 
5. That Belgians assist  international campaigns for food safety 

  
Day 150:     31 March 2012 
BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA (Europe) 
Literacy: 94.1% M / 78% F 
Life Expectancy: 70.09yrs M/ 75.8yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  21.05/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $6,600 
Population:  3.8M Growth:  0.45% 
Ethnicity :  Bosniak 48.3%, Serb 34%, Croat 15.4%, others 
Religion:  Muslim 40%, Orthodox 31%, Catholic, Protestant 
Resources:  Hydropower, coal, iron ore, bauxite, manganese, etc  
Industry :  Steel, aluminum, minerals, vehicle assembly, textiles 
World Heritage: MostarBridge Mehmed Pasa Sokolovic Bridge 
  
An independent state after the break-up of Yugoslavia in the 1990s, 
Bosnia Herzegovina is today under international administration, 
backed by NATO and a European Union peacekeeping force.  The war 
completely destroyed the countryõs infrastructure and displaced about 
2 million people, about half the population. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bosnia Herzegovina 
1. That the society ravaged by war may find new hope for the future 
2. That the country receive the help it needs to rebuild its  
infrastructure 
3. That  the results of the last elections be respected 
4. That the system of decentralized government established in Dayton 
bring peace to Srpska 
5. That integration into the European Community bring stability 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 151:    2 April 2012 
 BULGARIA (Europe) 
Life Expectancy:  69.48yrs M/ 76.91yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 17.87/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $13,500 
Population 7.35M  Decline: -0.7% 
Ethnicity :  Bulgarian 83.94%, Turkish, Roma other 
Religion:  Bulgarian Orthodox 82.6%, Muslim 12.3%, Christian 
Resources:  Bauxite, copper, lead, zinc, coal, timber, bismuth 
Products:  Tobacco, raspberries 
Industry :  Textiles, metallurgy, fuel and food processing, mining 
World Heritage Site:  9 sites including Thracian Tomb of  
Kazanlak and Sveshtanri, Churches of Ivanovo, Rila Monastery 
  
During World War II, the Bulgarian government divested Jews of 
civil rights, but the Tsar supported by parliament, the Orthodox 
Church, and the general public aided the Jews and helped 50,000 
survive the war despite harsh conditions.  The Bulgarian Jews  
were permitted to emigrate to Israel after the war.   
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bulgaria 
1. That ethnic minorities be respected and guaranteed their rights 
2.  That the religions show the way to serving peace and tolerance 
3. That the economy continue to grow and create jobs for the 10% 
who are unemployed 
4.  That family incomes and living standards may increase 
5.  That Bulgaria continue its efforts to protect children and prevent 
people-trafficking 

  
Day 152:     3 April 2012 
 CROATIA (Europe) 
Life Expectancy:  72.3yrs M/ 79.2yrs F 
Infant Morta lity :  5.58/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $17,400 
Population: 4.43M  Decline:  -0.12% 
Ethnicity :  Croat 89.6%, Serb 4.5%, other 
Religion:  Catholic 87.8%, Orthodox 4.4%, Slavic Muslim 
Resources:  Oil, bauxite, low-grade iron ore, calcium, natural 
asphalt, mica, clays, salt, hydropower 
Industry :  Shipbuilding, food processing, pharmaceuticals, IT 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Palace of Diocletian, Old 
Dubrovnik, Historic Trogir, Cathedral of St. James in Sibenik 
  
Croatia is now in the final stage of its European Union accession 
negotiations.  One of the requirements is for Croatia to demonstrate 
full cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia.  It has made progress dealing with post-conflict 
issues such as status of refugees.  Its stunning Adriatic coastline has 
made Croatia a popular tourist destination. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Croatia 
1. For the compassionate treatment of refugees 
2. For dedication in determining the fate of missing persons 
3. For lasting reconciliation among Bosnians, Serbs and Croats 
4. For the economy to be managed according to principles of justice 
5.  For spiritual breakthroughs among the population of drug addicts 
who are in desperate need of hope 

  
Day 153:     4 April 2012 
 CYPRUS (Europe) 
Literacy: 99 % 
Life Expectancy:  75yrs M / 80yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  7.04/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $21,000 
Population:  803,200 (Government controlled) Growth: 0.8% 
Ethnicity :  Greek 77%, Maronite and Armenian 
Religion:  Greek Orthodox, Muslim, Maronite, Roman Catholic 
Resources: Pyrites, copper, asbestos, gypsum, lumber, salt,  
Products:  Potatoes, citrus, olives, grapes, wheat, carob seeds 
Industry :  Mining, cement, construction, utilities, manufacturing, 
World Heritage Site: Paphos, Troodos, Choirokoitia 
  
Cyprus is an island in the Mediterranean, partitioned into Turkish 
north and Greek south.  Archeological remains of water wells  
believed to be the oldest in the world date back to 10000BC.  In 
Greek myth, Cyprus was home to Aphrodite, Adonis and  
Pygmalion. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Cyprus 
1. That children have access to good education and health care 
2. That the banking sector may emerge strengthened from the  
current crisis 
3.  That authorities may be able to implement labor union reform 
4.  That supply be electricity may be stabilized 
5. That people may grow in harmony through mutual respect 

  
Day 154:     5 April 2012 
CZECH REPUBLIC (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.8% 
Life Expectancy:  73.34yrs M/ 79.7yrs F 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $25,600 
Population: 10.5B  Growth:  0.1% 
Ethnicity :  Czech 94%, Slovak, Roma, Silesian, Polish, German 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant 
Resources:  Coal, coke, timber, lignite, uranium, magnesite 
Products: Wheat, rye, oats, corn, barley, hops, potatoes, beets 
Industry :  Motor vehicles, machinery, equipment, iron, steel, etc.  
World Heritage Site:  12 sites including Historic Prague, Holy 
Trinity Column in Olomouc, Lednice-Valtice Cultural Landscape 
  
The 1993 òVelvetó Revolution led to the breakup of Czechoslovakia.  
The Czechs have a robust democratic tradition, a highly developed 
economy and a rich cultural heritage.  A large percentage of the 
Czech population claim to be atheists (40%) . It is home to the 
miraculous statue of the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Czech Republic 
1. For expansion in the industrial sector to create more jobs 
2. For government to succeed in cutting public deficits 
3. For the Roma minority to be guaranteed their fundamental rights 
4. For government to act decisively on the trafficking of women and 
children for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation 
5. For decisive action on the trafficking of men for forced labor 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 155:    6 April 2012 
DENMARK   (Europe) 
with Greenland and Faroe Islands 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  76.5yrs M/ 80.8yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.6/1000 
Population 5.56M  Growth:  1% Per Capita (PPP):  $36,600 
Ethnicity :  Scandinavian, Inuit, Faroese, Turkish, German, others 
Religion: Danish Lutheran 80.7%, Muslim, other Christian 
Resources:  Oil and gas; fish, shrimp, zinc, lead, molybdenum 
Products:  Meat, milk, grains, seeds, hides, fur skin, shell/fish 
Industry :  Industrial/construction equipment, electronics, others 
World Heritage Site:  Jellling Burial Mounds, Roskilde Cathedral, 
Kronborg Castle, Ilulissat Icefjord 
  
The Nobel laureate Niels Bohr, the writers Hans Christian Andersen 
and Karen Blixen, the philosopher Soeren Kierkegaard, were all 
Danes.  Its rich intellectual heritage and long history dating back to 
the Vikings affords Danes skepticism on European union.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Denmark 
1. For government to institute independent investigation of police 
brutality incidences 
2. For Denmark to continue its diligence in respect of human rights 
3. For Danes to share their expertise with developing countries 
4. For Danes to continue receiving comprehensive health care 
5. For continued efforts to control human trafficking to Denmark 

  
Day 156:     7 April 2012 
 ESTONIA (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.8% 
Life Expectancy:  69.84yrs M/ 80.07yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  3.3/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $19,100 
Population: 1.34M Growth: 0.012% 
Ethnicity:  Estonians 68.8%, Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians 
Religion:  Evangelical Lutheran, Estonian Apostolic Orthodox 
Resources:  Oil shale, phosphorus, limestone, blue clay 
Products:  Livestock (milk, meat eggs), cereals, legumes 
Industry:   Engineering, electronics, wood products, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Historic Tallinn, Struve Geodetic Arc 
  
Estonian, the official language, is one of the worldõs most difficult 
languages to learn, with 14 cases that can be a challenge even for 
skilled linguists.  The Estonians are one of the longest-settled  
European peoples who have lived along the Baltic Sea for over 5,000 
years.  The country has unique traditions in folk song and verse that 
have been extensively recorded, especially those sung by women. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Estonia 
1.  That the unique traditions be preserved for future generations 
2.  That authorities be alert to cyber threats to internal security 
3. That Estonia maintain good fiscal policies that keep deficits down 
4.  That  neighboring countries, including Russia, cooperate on the 
security of the supply of natural gas 
5.  That authorities may effectively control the spread of Nazism 

  
Day 157:     9 April 2012 
 FINLAND (Europe) 
Literacy: almost 100% 
Life Expectancy:  75.79yrs M / 82.89yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.43 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $35,400 
Population:  5,26M  Growth:  0.075%   
Ethnicity :  Finns, Swedes, Lapps, Sami, Roma, Tatars 
Religion:  Lutheran 82.5%, Orthodox, Christian, none 15.1% 
Resources:  Forests, copper, zinc, iron, farmland 
Products:  Pork, beef, wheat, rye, barley, oats, dairy, rapeseed 
Industry :  Metal, electronics, engineering, chemicals, shipbuilding 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Old Rauma, Bronze Age 
Burial Site of Sammallahdenmaki, Kvarken Archhipelago 
  
Two-thirds of Finland is covered in forest and a tenth by water.  In 
the north, the sun does not set for around 10 weeks during the òwhite 
nightsó of summer, while in winter it does not rise for nearly 8 weeks.  
This landscape greatly influenced the work of Jean Sibelius, Finlandõs 
greatest composer, in its struggle for independence. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Finland 
1. That the abundant forests be valued as Godõs precious gift 
2. That growth may decrease youth unemployment, currently at 20% 
3. That society may address the pressing issue of immigration  
4. That Finland maintain its high quality education systems 
5.  That Finland find new growth industries as Nokiaõs market slumps 

  
Day 158:     10 April 2012 
FRANCE (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Infant Mortality : 3.7 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $33,100 
Population: 63.1M Growth: 0.55% 
Ethnicity :  Celtic, Latin, Teutonic, Slavic,  African, Indochinese 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Muslim, Protestant, Jewish 
Resources:  Abundant 
Products:  Abundant 
Industry : Aircraft, electronics, chemicals, textiles, steel, etc  
World Heritage Site:  37 sites including Chartres Cathedral, 
Fontainebleu, Historic Lyons, Saint-Emilion, Le Havre, Versailles 
  
France is home to both the largest Muslim and Jewish populations in 
Europe.  It ranks as the top tourist destination in the world and is 
recognized for the immense wealth of its tradition in  painting,  
architecture, literature, music, fashion, and the culinary arts 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for France 
1. That French  peace-keeping forces succeed in keeping the peace 
2. That the 9.7% unemployed may find gainful employment 
3.  That racially motivated violence against Muslims, Jews and North 
African immigrants be curtailed 
4.  That government address the issue of police brutality and abuse 
5.  That the courageous Joan of Arc continue to inspire France to 
grow in holiness 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 159:    11 April 2012 
 GEORGIA (Europe) 
Literacy: 100% 
Life Expectancy: 72yrs 
Infant Mortality : 30/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,900 
Population 4.6M  Decline:  -0.3%  HIV/AIDS : 6.5/100,000 
Ethnicity :  Georgian 83.8%, Azeri, Armenian, Russian 
Religion:  Orthodox Christian 83.9%, Muslim, Armenian, other 
Resources: Forests, hydropower, nonferrous metals, manganese 
Products:  Citrus fruits, tea wine 
Industry :  Steel, aircraft, machine tools, foundry equipment, etc. 
World Heritage Site:  Bagrati Cathedral and Gelati Monastery, 
Mtskheta Monuments, Upper Svaneti 
  
Situated in the Caucasian crossroads where Europe meets Asia, 
Georgia has an ancient cultural heritage, reaching back to the  
kingdom of Colchis in the 6th century BC.  Russia annexed Georgia 
in the 19th century and it became a member state of the Soviet 
Union.  Independence cost Georgia cheap access to energy. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Georgia 
1.  For continued cooperation between the government and NGOs 
in caring for those infected with HIV, the highest rate in the EU 
2.  For progress on the proposed reform of the election code 
3.  For peaceful dialogue between the ethnic groups and religions 
4. For government to guarantee civil rights for all citizens 
5. For the peaceful resolution of the situation in South Ossetia 

  
Day 160:     12 April 2012 
 GERMANY (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  76.26yrs M/ 82.42yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.99 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $35,700 
Population: 82.33M  Growth: -0.053% 
Ethnicity :  German 91.5%, Turkish, Danish, Sorbian 
Religion:  Protestant, Roman Catholic, Muslim, other 
Resources:  Abundant 
Products:  Abundant 
Industry :  Complete range of manufactures 
World Heritage Site:  36 sites including Aachen Cathedral, 
Cologne Cathedral, Luther Memorials in Eisleben  and Wittenberg  

  
Germany has one of the worldõs highest levels of education, 
technological development and economic productivity. Germans 
have long excelled in the arts, literature, philosophy and sports. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Germany 
1.  For German industry to generously collaborate in the fight 
against modern-day epidemics 
2.  For Germans to share  their technological expertise to bring 
progress to other nations 
3.  For citizens to maintain a strong sense of civic responsibility 
4.  For security against the threats posed by right-wing extremists 
5.  For Christians to rediscover Jesus  

  
Day 161:     13 April 2012 
GREECE (Europe) 
Literacy: 97.5 % 
Life Expectancy:  77.69yrs M / 82.35yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  5.43/1000 
Population: 11.3M  Per Capita (PPP): $29,600  Decline: -4% 
Ethnicity :  Greek, Turkish, Albanian, 
Religion:  Greek Orthodox, Muslim, Jewish, Christian 
Resources:  Bauxite, lignite, magnesite, oil, marble 
Products:  Beets, wheat, maize, tomatoes, olives/oil, wine, fruits  
Industry :  Transportation, tourism, communications, trade 
World Heritage Site:  17 including Acropolis, Delphi, Rhodes, 
Mount Athos,  Thessalonika, Olympia, Corfu, Delos 
  
Greece was inhabited as early as the Paleolithic period and by 
3000BC had become home to a culture whose art remains among 
the most evocative in world history.  It is the birthplace of  
democracy, Western philosophy, the Olympic Games, and both 
tragedy and comedy in Western drama. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Greece 
1.That Greece may succeed in its efforts at fiscal consolidation 
2.That the Greek economy may recover from its debt crisis 
3.That structural adjustment policies take into account the need for 
a new source of funds for the productive sectors. 
4.That pollution of rivers resulting from industrial waste be halted 
5.That Greek art and philosophy may continue to inspire the world 

  
Day 162:     14 April 2012 
HUNGARY (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.4% 
Life Expectancy: 68.73 yrs M/ 77.38yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  8.21/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $18,800 
Population: 10M 
Ethnicity :  Magyar 89.9%, Romany, German, Serb, Slovak 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 51.9%, Calvinist, Lutheran, Jewish 
Resources:  Bauxite, coal, natural gas, and arable land 
Products: Meat, corn, wheat, sunflower seeds, potatoes, beets 
Industry :  Machinery, vehicles, food, beverages, tobacco etc 
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Budapest, Caves of 
Aggtelek Karst, Early Christian necropolis of Pecs, Tokaj Region 
  
Hungary is a landlocked country that emerged from the Ottoman 
and Habsburg empire as an independent country after World War I.  
It has a rich tradition in folk and classical music. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Hungary 
1.  For improvement in the economy, particularly in the financial 
situation of households and commercial real estate 
2.  For progress in the drafting of a new constitution 
3.  For new church laws to recognize an individualõs right to choose 
4.  For government to guarantee freedom of the press 
5.  For St. Elizabeth of Hungary to continue to inspire Hungarians to 
serve those in need. 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 163:    16 April 2012 
 ICELAND (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.9% 
Life Expectancy:  79.5yrs M/ 83.5yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 2.2/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $38,300 
Population 318,452M  Growth:  0.26% 
Ethnicity : Homogenous mixture of Norwegians & Celts 
Religion:  Evangelical Lutheran 84.4% 
Resources:  Marine products, hydroelectric /geothermal power 
Products:  Fish, potatoes, turnips, carrots, tomatoes, cereal etc.  
Industry : Aluminum smelting, fishing, hydro/geothermal power 
World Heritage Site:  Pingvellir National Park, Surtsey 
  
Iceland holds all the characteristics of a very-close knit society.  
Literature and poetry are legendary passions with the population, 
with per capita publication of books and magazines ranking the 
highest in the world. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Iceland 
1.  That Iceland may continue on the road of economic recovery 
following the  debt crisis of 2008 
2. That Iceland take responsible action on the fishing of mackerel 
3. That the nation find resources to deal with volcanic eruptions 
4. That the government continue to invest in people and reap 
benefits in increased innovation 
5.  For the effective policing of prostitution and human trafficking 

  
Day 164:     17 April 2012 
 IRELAND (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  76.8yrs M/ 81.6yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  3.71/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $37,300 
Population: 4.47M 
Ethnicity :  Irish, English 
Religion: Roman Catholic 86.8%, Church of Ireland 3%, others 
Resources:  Zinc, lead, natural gas, barite, copper, gypsum, etc 
Products: Cattle, meat, dairy products, barley, hay, silage, wheat 
Industry : Food,beverages, engineering, computer equipment, etc 
World Heritage Site: Bend of the Boyne, Skellig Michael Site 
  
In the decades following the Great Potato Famine of the 1840s, Ireland 
became a nation of emigrants, losing half its population.  It gained 
independence from the UK after World War I but at the price of civil 
war and partition.  Anglo-Irish writers like Oscar Wilde, James Joyce, 
and George Bernard Shaw have made major contributions to world 
literature. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Ireland 
1.  That simmering religious tensions be settled peacefully 
2.  That prisoners be treated with justice and dignity 
3.  That the unemployed may find job opportunities soon 
4.  That the Church may grow in faith and recover from the crisis of 
clerical abuse 
5.  That the life of St. Patrick may continue to fortify the Irish in faith 

  
Day 165:     18 April 2012 
 ITALY (Europe) 
Literacy:  98% 
Life Expectancy:  79.1yrs M / 84.3yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  3.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $30,500 
Population:  60.6M Growth:  0.04% (due to immigration) 
Ethnicity :  Primarily Italian, German, French, Slovene, Albanian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Fish and natural gas 
Products:  Wheat, rice, grapes, olives, citrus fruits, potatoes, etc 
Industry :  Tourism, machinery, iron and steel, chemicals, food 
processing, textiles, motor vehicles, clothing, footwear, ceramics 
World Heritage Site: 47 sites including Florence, Venice, San 
Gimignano, Ravenna, Cinque Terre, Villa dõEste, Assisi, Rome 
  
Europeõs Renaissance began in Italy and Italian achievements in 
painting, sculpture, and architecture have had an incandescent 
influence on Western civilization.   
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Italy 
1.That Italy may continue its contributions to peace-keeping  
2. That economic reforms may halt the spiraling of debt 
3. That the government address the issue of youth unemployment 
4. That the integrity of the family be valued and preserved 
5. That Italian artistic genius may continue to inspire the world 

  
Day 166:     19 April 2012 
KYRGYZSTAN (Europe) 
Literacy: 98.7% 
Life Expectancy:  67.7yrs 
Infant Mortality :  29.2/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,200 
Population:  5.36M Growth: 1.38% 
Ethnicity :  Kyrgyz 68.9%, Russian 9.1%, Uzbek, Dungan, Uighurs 
Religion:  Muslim, Russian Orthodox 
Resources:  Abundant hydropower, gold, rare earth metals, coal,  
natural gas, bauxite, copper, molybdenum, mercury, antimony 
Industry :  Small machinery, cotton, wool processing, textiles, food 
processing, construction materials, shoes, furniture, mining 
World Heritage Site:  Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain 
  
Kyrgyzstan is a central Asian state that shares a border with China.  It 
maintains close relations with other former Soviet republics.  Roza 
Otunbayeva is the nationõs caretaker president and the regionõs first 
post-communist female leader. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Kyrgyzstan 
1. That the ethnic strife  in Aravan region be diffused 
2.  That Uzbeks and Kyrgz learn to live in peace 
3. For the success of Poppy-2011 that seeks to  find and destroy illegal 
drugs 
4.  For a new generation of leaders to establish a legacy of service 
5.  For workers to be safe in their places of employment 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 167:    20 April 2012 
 LATVIA (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.8% 
Life Expectancy:  68.3yrs M/ 78.1yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 7.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,700 
Population 2,25M  Decline:  -0.6% 
Ethnicity : Latvians 59.4%, Russians, Belarussians, Ukrainians 
Religion: Roman Catholic 22.2%, Lutherans , Orthodox 
Resources:  Peat, limestone, dolomite, gypsum, timber 
Products:  Cattle, dairy foods, cereals, potatoes, timber 
Industry :  Metalworking, machinery and tools, electrical fittings/ 
equipment, textiles, footwear, tech instruments 
World Heritage Site:  Historic Riga, Struve Geodetic Arc 
  
Latvia is situated in north-eastern Europe with a coastline along the 
Baltic Sea.  It reflects the strong cultural and religious influences of 
centuries long Germanic and Scandinavian colonization.  This highly 
literate society places strong emphasis upon education. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Latvia 
1. That Latvia succeed in meeting its economic targets 
2.  That  government develops needed infrastructure 
3.  That  the European Union adopt a common agricultural policy 
that will benefit Latvian farmers 
4.  That the educated youth may contribute positively to society 
5.  That peace and stability may come to the region 

  
Day 168:     21 April 2012 
 LIECHTENSTEIN (Europe) 
Life Expectancy:  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  /1000 
GDP:  $4.8B Per Capita (PPP): $141,100 
Population: 36,157  Growth: 0.7% 
Ethnicity:  Liechtensteiners 67%, Swiss, Austrians, Germans 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 78.4%, Protestant 
Products:  Wheat, barley, corn, potatoes, livestock, dairy 
Industry :  Electronics, metal manufacturing, textiles, ceramics, 
pharmaceuticals, food products, precision instruments 
Financial services: 33% of GDP and 17.4% of workforces 
  
The tiny principality of Liechtenstein is a landlocked country between 
Switzerland and Austria.  In the last 40 years, it has developed from a 
mainly agricultural state to one of the most highly industrialized 
countries in the world.  Approximately 5% of the countryõs revenue is 
invested in research and development. 
  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Liechtenstein 
1.  That the riches of the earth, given by God, may be used wisely. 
2.  That Liechtenstein share its abundance with the rest of the world 
3. That leaders may wisely invest todayõs wealth for future  
generations. 
4.  That the young people learn the value of hard work in the midst of 
plenty. 
5.  That Christians may live authentic lives. 

  
Day 169:     22 April 2012 
 LITHUANIA (Europe) 
Literacy:  99.6% 
Life Expectancy:  66.3yrs M /77.57 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  6.9/1000 
Per Capita PPP:  $16,000  Unemployment:  14.5% 
Population:  3,24M Decline:  -0.6% 
Ethnicity :  Lithuanians 84.6%, Poles, Russians 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Russian Orthodox, Protestant 
Resources:  Limestone, clay, sand, gravel, iron ore, granite 
Industry : Mineral products, machinery, appliances, chemicals, etc  
World Heritage Site:  4 sites including Historic Vilnius, and 
Cultural Reserve of Kernave 
  
Lithuania is the largest and most populous of the Baltic states.   
Neither Slavic nor German but strongly influenced by both, 
Lithuanians are highly literate and society places strong emphasis on 
education.  The Lithuanian language is fascinating for linguistic 
study. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Lithuania 
1. That language and identity be preserved as a priceless heritage 
2.  That the governmentõs stimulus package prevents recession 
3. That economic expansion translates to increased employment 
4. That the initiative to restore the old Jewish quarter in Vilnius may 
succeed and remind people of important events in history 
5. That gifted athletes may find opportunity to develop their skills 

  
Day 170:     24 April 2012 
LUXEMBOURG (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  77.6yrs M/ 82.7yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  2.5/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $82,600 
Population: 502,066 Growth:  2% 
Ethnicity :  Celtic, French ,German, Portuguese, Italians, Belgians 
Religion:  Historically and predominantly Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Iron ore, timber 
Products:  Dairy, wine, forestry, animal feed crops 
Industry:   Steel, chemicals, banking and financial services 
World Heritage Site: Old Luxembourg 
  
Described as the òGreen Heart of Europeó, its pastoral land coexists 
with a highly industrialized, export-intensive, and high-tech services 
economy.  Luxembourg enjoys a degree of economic prosperity  
almost unique among industrialized democracies. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Luxembourg 
1. That  affluence may not blind Luxembourg to the painful reality for 
most of the world who live in poverty 
2.That the country contribute resources to combat modern scourges 
3. That the issue of prison overcrowding be addressed 
4. That the people may continue to receive generous social benefits 
5. That the law continue to protect women, minorities, and the  
disabled from discrimination 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 171:    25 April 2012 
 MALTA (Europe) 
Literacy: 93% 
Life Expectancy:  77.7yrs M/ 82.2yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 5.3/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $25,600 
Population:412,970  Density:  3,400/sq mile 
Ethnicity :  Maltese  Religion:  Roman Catholic 98% 
Resources:  Limestone, salt, arable land 
Products:  Fodder crops, potatoes, onions, fruits, vegetables 
Services:  60.60% of GDP 
World Heritage Site:  City of Valletta, Hal Saflieni 
Hypogeum, Megalithic Temples of Malta 
  
The Maltese archipelago lies south of the Italian island of Sicily.  
It has a long history of colonial rule starting with the Phoenicians 
and ending with the British.  It gained its independence in 1964, 
is a member of the EU  
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Malta 
1.  For continued cooperation with its neighbors in the  
Mediterranean including Turkey 
2.  For the success of the countryõs humanitarian efforts in Libya 
in the form of health care and scholarships to students  
3. For employment opportunities for all who seek it 
4. For humane treatment of refugees 
5. For Christians to answer the call to sanctity. 

  
Day 172:     26 April 2012 
 MONACO (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  76.3yrs M/ 84.09yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  5/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $30,000 
Population: 35,646  Growth: 0.83% 
Ethnicity :  French 47%, Italian 16%, Monegasque 16%, other 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 90%, other 
Industry :  Tourism, construction, chemicals, food products, 
plastics, precision instruments, cosmetics, ceramics 
  
The Principality of Monaco is the second-smallest independent state 
in the world, after Vatican City.  Low taxes have drawn many foreign 
companies to Monaco, and tourism drives the economy.  A 
constitutional monarchy headed by Prince Albert, it is surrounded on 
three sides by France, occupying under 2 sq km of the Cote dõAzur. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Monaco 
1.  That affluence may not blind the Monegasques to the painful  
reality of the majority in the world who live in poverty 
2.  That the leaders  may be wise stewards of the nationõs resources 
3.  That Christians may rediscover Jesus 
4.  That business and community leaders conduct themselves with 
integrity 
5.   That the elderly and the sick receive the comfort and care they 
need 

  
Day 173:     27 April 2012 
MONTENEGRO (Europe) 
Literacy: 
Life Expectancy:  71.7yrs M / 76.6yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  5.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,100 
Population:  630,548 Growth: 4.1% 
Ethnicity :  Montenegrin 43%, Serbian, Bosniak , Albanian 
Religion:  Orthodox 74%, Muslim 18%, Roman Catholic 4% 
Resources:  Bauxite, hydropower, timber 
World Heritage Site:  Bay of Kotor, Durmitor Park 
  
Montenegro, which means òBlack Mountainó, has a coast on the 
Adriatic and is bordered by Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia, Kosovo and 
Albania.  Half the country is covered in thick forest.  
Montenegrins resisted the rule of the Ottoman Turks and 
maintained its independence by playing off its powerful 
neighbors against each other.  It became part of Yugoslavia, and 
is today a sovereign state, following a referendum in 2006. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Montenegro 
1.  For respectful discourse on issues concerning the countryõs 
identity. 
2.  For peaceful coexistence between the ethnic groups 
3.  For recognition of the aspirations of ethnic minorities 
4.  For leaders who will govern with integrity 
5. For responsible development of the tourism industry 

  
Day 174:     28 April 2012 
NETHERLANDS (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  79.55yrs 
Infant Mortality :  3.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $40,300 
Population:  16.6M 
Ethnicity :  Predominantly Dutch, Moroccans, Turks, Surinamese 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Muslim 
Resources:  Natural gas, petroleum, fertile soil 
Products:  Dairy, poultry, meat, flower bulbs, cut flowers, etc 
Services : 72.8% GDP 
World Heritage Site:  9 sites including Wadden Sea, 17th century 
canal ring area of Amsterdam 
  
The Netherlands is a small, densely populated country, with more 
than a quarter of its land area under sea level.  It is dependent on 
industry, intensive agriculture and horticulture.  It has produced 
many of the worldõs most famous artists from Rembrandt in the 17th 
century to Van Gogh in the 19th. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Netherlands 
1. That the Dutch continue their contributions to peacekeeping 
2.That Dutch expertise in land management be shared with the world 
3. That the Dutch health care system serve as a model for the world 
4. That the artistic genius of the Dutch continue to inspire the world 
5.That the testimony of saints may fortify Christians in their faith. 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 175:    30 April 2012 
NORWAY (Europe) 
Literacy: 100% 
Life Expectancy:  78.6yrs M/ 83.1yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.1/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $54,600 
Population 4.89M  Growth: 1.3% 
Ethnicity :  Norwegian, Sami, foreign nationals 
Religion: Church of Norway 80.7%, Roman Catholic, Christian 
Resources: Petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, copper, lead, zinc, etc  
Products:  Dairy, livestock, grain, potatoes, berries, furs, wool 
Industry :  Petroleum and gas, food processing, shipbuilding, pulp 
and paper, aluminum, ferroalloys, iron and steel, petrochemicals 
World Heritage Site:  7 including Bryggen, Rock Art of Alta, 
West Norwegian Fjords 
  
Norway has a comprehensive health care system and a public pension 
system.  It is in the top rank of nations in the number of books printed 
per capita.  Famous Norwegian artists include the dramatist Henrik 
Ibsen, and the artist Edvard Munch. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Norway 
1.  That the nation heal from the brutality unleashed by Breivik 
2.  That government deal with the threats posed by the far-right 
3.  That the open society discuss the pressing issue of immigration 
4. That the government continue its commitment to overseas  
development assistance 
5.  That leaders be wise stewards of the nationõs resources 

  
Day 176:     1 May 2012 
 POLAND (Europe) 
Literacy: 98% 
Life Expectancy:  71.5yrs M/ 80.1yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  6.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $18,800 
Population: 38,1M 
Ethnicity :  Polish , German, Ukrainian, Belarusian, Lithuanian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 94%, Eastern Orthodox, Jewish 
Resources:  Coal, copper, sulfur, natural gas, silver, lead, salt 
Products:  Grains, hogs, dairy, potatoes, horticulture, oilseed 
Industry :  Machine building, chemicals, mining, shipbuilding, etc 
World Heritage Site:  13 sites including Historic Cracow, 
Auschwitz Birkenau, Historic Warsaw, Medieval Torun 
  
Poland today is ethnically almost homogeneous, in contrast to 
World War II era when there were significant ethnic minorities 
including 3 million Jews.  Poland is the birthplace of Pope John Paul 
II and St. Faustina, the Apostle of Divine Mercy. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Poland 
1. That Poland control the exploitation and trafficking of women 
2. That the government address the issue of a judiciary that is  
ineffective and inefficient 
3. That the two million Poles living abroad may build new lives 
4. That economic growth may create more jobs and lift eight  
million Poles out of poverty 
5. That Blessed John Paul II continue to inspire the world 

  
Day 177:     2 May 2012 
PORTUGAL (Europe) 
Literacy:  93.3% 
Life Expectancy:  78.7yrs 
Infant Mortality :  3.25/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $23,000  Unemployment:  10.8% 
Population:  10.6M Growth: 0.8%   Density: 114/sq km 
Ethnicity :  Homogenous Mediterranean stock, small minorities 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 92%, Protestant, atheists 3% 
Products:  Livestock, crops, fish 
Industry :  Textiles, footwear, wood, cork, porcelain, ceramics etc 
Services (75.4% GDP):  Trade, hotels and tourism, restaurants 
World Heritage Site: 13 sites including Monastery of Batalha, 
Evora, Oporto, Sintra Landscape, Prehistoric Art in Coa Valley 
Fatima:  Our Lady appeared to Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta in 1917 
  
Portugal has a long, at times turbulent, history as a seafaring colonial 
power.  Its Golden Age was in the 15th century, when Portuguese like 
Vasco de Gama helped build an empire spanning the globe 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Portugal 
1.  That Portugal succeed in meeting its fiscal targets 
2.  That government find a solution to high unemployment 
3.  For improved prison conditions 
4.  For stricter compliance with Europeõs air quality standards 
5. For stricter government compliance with standards for the  
elimination of human trafficking 

  
Day 178:     3 May 2012 
Rep of MOLDAVA (Europe) 
Literacy: 96% 
Life Expectancy:  68.4yrs 
Infant Mortality :  11.1/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $2,500 
Population: 3.65M Decline:  -0.3% 
Ethnicity :  Moldavan 83.7%, Ukrainian, Russian, Gagauz, others 
Religion:  Christian Orthodox 96%, Baptist, Adventist, Jewish 
Resources:  Lignite, phosphates, gypsum, arable land, limestone 
Products:  Vegetables, fruits, wine, spirits, grain, sugar beets 
Industry :  Processed food and beverages, wine, refined sugar, 
vegetable oil, tobacco, machinery, textiles, shoes, furniture 
World Heritage Site: Struve Geodetic Arc 
  
Moldava is one of the poorest countries in Europe, the second-
smallest of the former Soviet republics and the most densely 
populated.  Separatist forces maintain control of the Transnistrian 
region of the country. Its once-flourishing wine trade has been in 
decline and it is now heavily dependent on Russia for energy. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Rep. of Moldava 
1. For more research into renewable energy sources 
2. For increased awareness on energy efficiency 
3. For improved efficiency in the justice system 
4. For continued progress in developing democratic institutions 
5.For peaceful resolution of the separatist demands in Transnistria 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 179:    4 May 2012 
 ROMANIA (Europe) 
Literacy: 97.3% 
Life Expectancy:  70.26yrs M/ 77.42yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 11.32/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $11,600 
Population 21.49M  Growth:  -0.247% 
Ethnicity :  Romanians 89.5%, Hungarians, Germans, Ukrainians 
Religion:  Orthodox 86.8%, Roman Catholic, Protestant, others 
Resources:  Oil, timber, natural gas, coal, salt, iron ore 
Products:  Corn, wheat, potatoes, oilseeds, vegetables, livestock 
Industry :  Machine building, mining, construction, chemicals etc 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Danube Delta, Historic 
Sighisoara, Wooden Churches of Maramures 
  
Romanians trace their roots to Latin-speaking Romans.  During 
World War II, Jews were subject to harsh persecution, and now 
number less than 10,000.  Poetry and the theater play an important 
role in contemporary Romanian life.  The Orthodox monasteries and 
the Transylvanian Churches are repositories of artistic treasures. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Romania 
1. For continued progress in judicial reform to combat corruption 
2. For resources to complete the land cadastre in Romania which will 
enable the development of agricultural lands 
3. For police to deal firmly with the buying and selling of slaves  
4. For victims of human trafficking to be successfully reintegrated  
5. For humane treatment of minorities 

  
Day 180:     5 May 2012 
 RUSSIAN FEDERATION (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.4% 
Life Expectancy:  59.54yrs M/ 73.17yrs F 
Per Capita (PPP) $15,900   
Population: 139.4M  Growth:  -0.465% 
Ethnicity :  Russian 79.8%, Tatar, Ukrainian, others 
Religion:  Russian Orthodox, Muslim, Jewish, Christian 
Resources:  Abundant 
Products:  Grain, sugar beets, sunflower seeds, meat, dairy 
Industry :  Complete range of manufactures 
World Heritage Site: 24 sites including Kremlin and Novgorod 
  
Russiaõs educational system has produced nearly 100% literacy 
with great emphasis placed on science and technology.   The  
unraveling of the Soviet Union and the physical and psychological 
traumas of transition resulted in a decline in the health of the  
Russian people.  It faces a demographic crisis, with births lagging 
behind deaths, and a rise in HIV/AIDs cases. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Russian Federation 
1. For leaders to address the looming demographic crisis 
2.For society to address the issues of  crime, drug abuse and family 
breakdown 
3. For a brighter future for the estimated million children living on 
the streets in Russiaõs cities 
4. For peace and stability in this region of volatile  tensions 
5. For workers to be safe in their places of employment 

  
Day 181:     7 May 2012 
SAN MARINO (Europe) 
Literacy:  96% 
Life Expectancy:  80.9yrs M / 86yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  2.99/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $36,200  GDP Growth:  -12.5% in 2009 
Population:  31,928  Ethnicity :  Sammarinese, Italian 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Building stone 
Products:  What, grapes, maize, olives, cattle, pigs, horses, meat, 
Industry :  Tourism, textiles, electronics, ceramics, cement, wine 
World Heritage Site: San Marino Historic Center,Mount Titano 
  
One of the worldõs smallest countries, San Marino is surrounded by 
Italy.  Mount Titano dominates its landscape.  Said to have been 
founded in the 4th century by a devout Christian stonemason named 
Marinus, its rugged isolation helped develop and keep its 
independence.  Three million tourists visit every year. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for San Marino 
1.  That economic opportunities be available to all 
2.  That the beauty of creation be valued as a precious gift from God. 
3.  That San Marino find success in athletic competition 
4.  That the local Church be seen as a secure house built on strong  
foundation. 
5.  That the elderly and the sick be  cared for 

  
Day 182:    8 May 2012 
SERBIA (Europe) 
Literacy: % 
Life Expectancy:  71.1yrs M/ 76.4yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  6.65/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $10,900 
Population:  7,3M  Growth: -0.4% 
Ethnicity :  Serbian, minority Hungarian, Bosniak, Romany 
Religion Mainly Orthodox, Catholic, Muslim, Protestant 
Resources:  Coal, petroleum, natural gas, antimony, copper, 
lead, zinc, timber, bauxite, gold, silver, navigable rivers 
Industry :  Manufacturing, transport, storage, communication 
World Heritage Site:  4 sites including Studenica Monastery, 
Medieval Monuments of Kosovo 
  
The assassination of the Austrian Archduke by a Serb triggered 
World War I.  Serbian communists led by Marshall Tito ruled 
political life in the former Yugoslavia.  The Former Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic is now standing trial for war crimes. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Serbia 
1.  That men responsible for war crimes be brought to justice 
2.  That extremism may be countered by respect and tolerance 
3.  For peace and stability in the region 
4. For responsible extraction of natural resources 
5.  For success in meeting the fiscal targets imposed by the IMF. 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 183:   9 May 2012 
 SLOVAKIA (EUROPE)) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  70yrs M/ 78yrs F 
Infant Mortality : /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $22,000 
Population 5.4M  Growth:  0.13% 
Ethnicity :  Slovaks . Hungarians, Roma, Czechs, Ruthenians 
Religion: Roman Catholic 69%, Protestant, Greek Catholic 
Resources: Antimony, mercury, iron, copper, lead, zinc, uranium 
Products: Grains, potatoes, poultry, cattle, hogs, beets, hops 
Industry :  Iron and steel, chemicals, automobiles, light industry 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Historic Banska  
Stiavnica, Caves of Aggtelek Karst, Bardejov Town 
  
The òVelvet Revolutionó in 1989 led to the downfall of communism 
and the birth of an independent Slovakia in 1993. At the heart of 
Europe, Slovakia has preserved its own language and cultural 
traditions.  The status of ethnic Hungarians and Roma present a 
challenge to the government and its relations with its neighbors. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Slovakia 
1.  For government to succeed in meeting its fiscal targets 
2. For government to address the issue of an aging population  and 
very low birth rates 
3.  For responsible extraction and development of natural resources 
4. For government to address the discrimination in the school system 
5. For humane treatment of minorities, especially the Roma 

  
Day 184:     10 May 2012 
 SLOVENIA (Europe) 
Literacy: % 
Life Expectancy:  75.7yrs M/ 82.3 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  2.4/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $28,200 
Population: 2.05M  Growth:  0.72% 
Ethnicity : Slovenes 83.06%, Croats, Serbs, Bosniaks, Hungarians 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 57.7%, no declaration 15.7%, atheist 
10.1%, Orthodox Christian 2.3%, Muslim 2.4% 
Resources:  Coal, mercury, timber 
Products:  Wheat, corn, poultry, beef, pork, milk, orchard fruits 
Industry :  Electrical equipment, chemicals, textiles, others 
World Heritage Site:  Skocjan Caves, Alpine Pile dwellings 
  
Slovenia, at the crossroads of Europe, the Mediterranean and the 
Balkans, is today a vibrant democracy, but roots of this go back 
deep in Slovene history.  A country with spectacular mountains and 
forests, it also enjoys economic stability.  Unlike the other Yugoslav 
republics, independence was relatively bloodless. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Slovenia 
1.  For continued progress in the prevention of human trafficking 
2.  For the Roma minority to be given adequate housing, access to 
safe drinking water and basic public services 
3.  For continued improvement in the employment picture 
4.  For improvement in the quality of education and health care 
5.  For government to address the issue of an aging population 

  
Day 185:     11 May 2012 
SPAIN  (Europe) 
Literacy: 97.6 % 
Life Expectancy:  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $29,400  Unemployment: 21.29%(Q1 ô11) 
Population:  47.15M 
Ethnicity :  Basque, Catalan, Galicians 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 75%, Protestant, others 
Resources:  Coal, lignite, iron ore, uranium, mercury, pyrites 
Products: Grains, vegetables, citrus, deciduous fruits, wine, olives, 
Industry :  Processed foods, textiles, footwear, petrochemicals,  etc 
World Heritage Site: 43 including Alhambra, Escurial, Burgos 
Cathedral, Cordoba, Works of Gaudi, Santiago de Compostela, 
  
Spain was the most powerful nation in the 16th century.  It controlled 
a vast overseas empire until the 19th century.  Today, the government 
is involved in a campaign against ETA, a Basque organization  
dedicated to promoting independence. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Spain 
1.  For peace in the Basque region 
2.  For government to succeed in meeting its fiscal targets 
3.  For communities to create opportunities for the unemployed 
4.  For Spanish foreign policy to remain true to the promotion of 
democracy 
5.  For continued cooperation and investment in Latin America 

  
Day 186:    12 May 2012 
SWEDEN (Europe) 
Literacy: 99% 
Life Expectancy:  78.59yrs M/ 83.26yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  2.75/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $39,100 
Population: 9.4M Growth:  0.83% 
Ethnicity :  Indigenous Swedes, Finns, Sami 
Religion:  Lutheran 75%, Protestant, Muslim, Roman Catholic 
Resources:  Forests, hydroelectricity iron ore, copper, lead, zinc, 
gold, silver, tungsten, uranium, arsenic, feldspar, timber 
Products:  Dairy, meat, grains, sugar beets, potatoes wood, 
Industry : Machinery, chemicals, aircraft, precision equipment 
World Heritage Site:  14 including Rock Carvings in Tanum, 
Hanseatic town of Visby, Southern Oland Landscape 
  
Sweden has one of the worldõs longest life expectancies and lowest 
birth rates. It has an extensive child-care and social welfare system.  
Throughout the world, Sweden is known for its neutrality. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Sweden 
1. That the country may continue its contributions to peacekeeping 
2. That the stateõs generous support of its citizens may continue 
3. That the beauty of Sweden be preserved 
4.That Sweden contribute in the fight against modern-day scourges 
5. That the world may draw lessons from the òSwedish modeló of 
public-private partnership 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
Day 187:    14 May 2012 
 SWITZERLAND (Europe) 
Literacy: 100% 
Life Expectancy:  79.4yrs M/ 84.2yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.9/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $42,600 
Population 7.8M 
Ethnicity:  Mixed European 
Religion:  Catholic 42%, Protestant, Muslim,  no religion 11% 
Resources:  Water power, timber, salt 
Products:  Dairy, livestock, grains, fruit, wine, vegetable 
Industry:   Machinery, petro/chemicals, time pieces, precision 
instruments, textiles, pigment, transportation , services: 70% GDP 
World Heritage Site:  11 including Benedictine Convent at  
Mustair, Old Berne, Swiss Alps, Lavaux Vineyard Terraces 
  
Switzerland sits at the crossroads of several major European cultures.  
It has four official languages, and many Swiss speak more than one 
language.  It consistently ranks high on quality of life indices. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Switzerland 
1. That the riches of the earth, given by God, may be used wisely 
2. That the Swiss may continue to share their wealth with the world 
3.  That the elderly may find security in those who care for them  
4.  That the Swiss may continue their commitment to justice around 
the world. 
5.  That the  government continue its investment in research 

  
Day 188:     15 May 2012 
 REP OF MACEDONIA (Europe) 
Literacy: 96.1% 
Life Expectancy:  72.6yrs M/ 77.8yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 8.54 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $9,700  Unemployment:  31.7% 
Population: 2.06M  Growth:  0.2% 
Ethnicity :  Macedonian 64.18%, Albanian, Turkish, Roma, Serb 
Religion:  Eastern Orthodox 65%, Muslim, Catholic, others 
Resources:  Steel, Chromium, lead, zinc, nickel 
Products:  Tobacco, lamb, wine, textiles 
  
After the breakup of Yugoslavia in 1991, Macedonia faced 
formidable economic challenges, and tense regional conflicts 
including the war in Bosnia, sanctions on Serbia and crisis in 
Kosovo.  Its political and security situation is stable and this has 
allowed the government to focus energies on domestic reforms. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Rep. of Macedonia 
1.  That lessons of history may show the way forward in peace. 
2.  That government may be supported in its efforts at reform 
3. That media refrain from ethnic fear mongering 
4. That government succeed in increasing foreign investments and 
reducing unemployment 
5. That the government increase investment in education, to  
improve the labor market 

  
Day 189:     16 May 2012 
 TURKEY (Europe) 
Literacy:  87.4% 
Life Expectancy:  71.96yrs 
Infant Mortality : 25.78 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $12,300 
Population:  76.8M Growth:  1.312% 
Ethnicity :  Turkish, Kurdish, other 
Religion:  Muslim 99%, Kurdish, Arabic, Armenian, Greek 
Resources:  Coal, chromium, mercury, copper, boron, oil, gold 
Products:  Tobacco, cotton, sugar beets, hazelnuts, wheat, barley 
Industry : Automotive, electronics, textiles, metals, chemicals 
World Heritage Site: 10 including Historic Istanbul, Troy, 
Selimiye Mosque, Hittite City of Hattusha 
  
Modern Turkey encompasses cosmopolitan centers, pastoral farming 
villages, barren wastelands, peaceful Aegean coastlines, and steep 
mountain regions.  The modern secular republic was established by 
Kemal Ataturk; in its bid to join the European Union, it introduced 
substantial human rights and economic reforms. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Turkey 
1.  For the military to support  duly elected governments 
2.  For continued progress toward democracy  
3.  For closer cooperation between Turkey and her neighbors 
4.  For the government to control its borders and illegal migration 
5.  For the people of this ever-ancient and ever-new land to end 
religious discrimination  and return church properties to Christians 

  
Day 190:   17 May 2012 
UKRAINE (Europe) 
Literacy: 99.4% 
Life Expectancy:  62.56yrs M/ 74.74yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  8.73/1000 
Population:  45.8M   Per Capita (PPP) :  $6,700 
Ethnicity :  Ukrainians, Russians, Belarusians, Moldavans, others 
Religion: Ukrainian Orthodox, Ukrainian Catholics, Jewish,  
Resources:  Vast fertile lands, coal, iron ore, mineral deposits 
Products:  Grain, sugar beets, sunflowers, vegetables, beef, milk 
Industry :  Coal, ferrous/nonferrous metals, fuel and petroleum  
World Heritage Site:  Kiev, Historic Lõviv, Primeval Beech 
Forests, Residence of Bukovinian and Dalmatian Metropolitans 
  
Ukraine is the largest contiguous country in Europe.  Its history 
dates back to the 9th century, and independence from the Soviet 
Union came in 1991.  The tradition of the Easter Egg (òpysankyó) 
has long roots in the Ukraine.  The Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant 
is located 100 km north of the capital, Kiev. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Ukraine 
1. That Ukraineõs leaders fulfill the promise of the Orange  
Revolution for more democracy and prosperity 
2. That Ukraine address the need for genuine reform of the justice 
system that can effectively deal with official corruption 
3.  That civil society may be encouraged to build institutions 
4.  That workers may be safe in their places of employment 
5.  That foreign investment may improve the lives of the majority 

    

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-UN Members and Dependent Territories 
  

ü Starting May 19 with the Dependencies of Australia, China, and Denmark 

ü Ending May 29 with Vatican City 

Week # Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

32 

13 

          Day 192: May 19 

          
Dependencies AU? 
NZ/NL/NO 

33 

20 

Day 193: May 21 Day 194: May 22 Day 195: May 23 Day 196: May 24 Day 197: May 25 Day 198: May 26 

Dependencies 
FR/USA Dependencies GB Hong Kong Macau Antarctica Northern Cyprus 

34 

27 

Day 199: May 28 Day 200: May 29  Day 201:  May 30  Day 202:  May 31   2 

Taiwan Vatican City  Philippines  Culminating Event     

 

Day 191:    18 May 2012 
 UNITED KINGDOM (Europe) 
Literacy: 99%  
Life Expectancy:  77.8yrs M/ 82.1yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 4.69/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $34,800 
Population 62.2M  Growth:  0.56% 
Ethnicity :  British, Irish, West Indian, South Asian 
Religion:  Anglican, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Muslim 
Resources:  Coal, oil, natural gas, tin, limestone, iron ore, salt, etc  
Products: Cereals, oilseed, vegetables, cattle, sheep, poultry, fish 
Industry :  Steel, heavy engineering, metals, textiles, vehicles, etc  
Services (75% GDP):  Financial, business, distribution, transport,  
communication, hotels 
World Heritage Site:  28 sites including City of Bath, Blenheim Palace, 
Tower of London, Maritime Greenwich, Canterbury Cathedral,  
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland make up the United Kingdom.  
Two World Wars have diminished its empire but the UK remains a major 
economic and military power, with considerable political and cultural 
influence around the world.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for United Kingdom 
1.That the governmentõs austerity measures may succeed in reducing deficits 
2.That at a time of international instability, British economy may grow and 
create jobs 
3. That the military may be supported in its peace-keeping missions 
throughout the world 
4. That the public be made more aware of the dimensions of human trafficking 
5. That the mother of parliaments continue to serve as model for political  
debate and discourse 

 



 

 

Dependent Territories  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dependencies of Australia 

¶ Christmas Island 

¶ Cocos Islands 

¶ Cora Sea Islands Territory 

¶ Heard and McDonald Islands 

¶ Norfolk Island 
 

Dependencies of France 

¶ French Guiana 

¶ French Polynesia 

¶ French Southern Islands 

¶ Guadaloupe 

¶ Martinique 

¶ Mayotte 

¶ New Caledonia 

¶ Reunion 

¶ Saint Pierre and 
Miquelon 

¶ Wallis and Futuna 
 

Dependencies of Great Britain 

¶ Anguilla 

¶ Bermuda 

¶ British India Ocean 
Territory 

¶ British Virgin Islands 

¶ Cayman Islands 

¶ Falkland Islands 

¶ Gibraltar 

¶ Guernsey 

¶ Isle of Man 

¶ Jersey 

¶ Montserrat 

¶ Pitcairn Island 

¶ Saint Helena 

¶ South Georgia 

¶ Turks and Caicos Islands 

Dependencies of USA 

¶ American Samoa 

¶ Guam 

¶ Navassa 

¶ Northern Mariana 
Islands 

¶ Puerto Rico 

¶ US Minor Pacific Islands 

¶ US Virgin Islands 

Dependencies of Denmark 

¶ Faroe Islands 

¶ Greenland 

Dependencies of China 

¶ Hong Kong 

¶ Macau 

Dependencies of Norway 

¶ Bouvet Island 

¶ Jan Mayen 

¶ Svalbard 
 

Dependencies of Netherlands 

¶ Aruba 

¶ Netherlands Antilles 
 

 

Dependencies of New Zealand 

¶ Cook Island 

¶ Niue 

¶ Tokelau 

 

Non-UN Members 
¶ Antarctica 

¶ Northern Cyprus 

¶ Taiwan 

¶ Vatican City 



 

 

 
  
Day 192:     19 May 2012 
 Dependencies of Australia, 

Christmas Island 
Cocos Island 
Coral Sea Islands Territory 
Heard and McDonald Islands 
Norfolk Island 

Dependencies of New Zealand 
Cook Island 
Niue 
Tokelau 

 Dependencies of Netherlands 
Aruba 
Netherlands Antilles  

Dependencies of Norway 
Bouvet Island 
Jan Mayen 
Svalbard 

Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions 
1.  For leaders to be responsible stewards of their nationõs resources 
2.  For men of faith to lead the way to peace between nations 
3. For  governments to respect the human rights of its citizens 
4. For governments to care for the poor and downtrodden 
5. For conservation and preservation of the riches of creation 
  

  
Day 193:     21 May 2012 
 Dependencies of France 

French Guiana                       French Polynesia 
French Southern Islands     Guadeloupe 
Martinique                              Mayotte 
New Caledonia                        Reunion 
Saint Pierre and Miquelon   Wallis and Futuna 

        Wallis and Futuna 
Dependencies of USA 

American Samoa                    Guam 
Navassa                                      Northern Mariana Islands 
Puerto Rico                               US Minor Pacific Islands 
US Virgin Islands 
  

  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions 
1. That nations may be at peace with one another. 
2.  That women and children be protected from exploitation. 
3.  That those in positions of power and influence may come to 
understand the true spirit of service 
4.  That the sick and all who suffer may receive the care they need 
5.  That people protect and care for the environment. 
   

  
Day 194:     22 May 2012 
 Dependencies of Great Britain 

Anguilla 
Bermuda 
British India Ocean Territory 
British Virgin Islands 
Cayman Islands 
Falkland Islands 
Gibraltar 
Guernsey 
Isle of Man 
Jersey 
Montserrat 
Pitcairn Island 
Saint Helena 
South Georgia 
Turks and Caicos Islands 

  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions 
1. For the security of the brave men and women in the military 
2. For leaders to serve with integrity  
3. For aid workers to be supported in their efforts and be given the 
grace to treat all people with respect. 
4. For nations to pass laws that enhance human dignity and respect 
human rights. 
5. For nations to respect diversity and live in peace and tolerance 

  
Day 195:     23 May 2012 
   
Hong Kong (Dependency of China)  
Literacy:  97.1% 
Life Expectancy:  79.16 yrs. M/ 84.79 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  1.5/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  45,736 
Population : 7M    Density:  6,480/sq km 
Ethnicity :  Taishanese, Chiu Chow, Cantonese, Hakka, others 
Religion:  Buddhist, Taoist, Confucian, Christian 
Resources:  Negligible 
Services:  90% GDP 
  
Hong Kong is a special administrative region of the Peopleõs Rep. of 
China.  Situated on the Pearl River Delta and South China Sea, it is 
renowned for its skyline and deep natural harbor.  Under the 
principle of one country-two systems, Hong Kong has a different 
political system from mainland China.  An 800 person Election 
Committee selects the Chief Executive of Hong Kong. 
. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Hong Kong 
1.  That the energy and drive of the people serve the good of society 
2.   That freedoms be safe-guarded 
3.   That domestic workers be treated with dignity 
4.   That people may have opportunity to hear the word of God 
5.  That families continue to care for the elderly with love and  
respect 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
  
Day 196:     24 May 2012 
  
Macau 
 Literacy:  93.5% 
Life Expectancy:  84.36 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  4.43/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $59,451 
Population: 544,600  Density:  18,568/sq km 
Ethnicity :  Chinese 95%, Portuguese, Macanese 
Industry:   Gambling, tourism,  textile, garment 
  
Macau is a special administrative region of the Peopleõs Republic of 
China.  The territoryõs economy relies heavily on gambling and 
tourism.  Under the policy of òone country, two systemsó the  
Peopleõs Republic is responsible for defense and foreign affairs, while 
Macau maintains its own legal system, police force, monetary 
system, customs and immigration policy. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Macau 
1. That the government succeed in instituting a compulsory  
education system. 
2.  That Macau maintain sound economic and trade practices 
3. That Macau continue on the path of fiscal balance 
4.  For peaceful relations with its neighbors 
5.  For professionalism in the Macau Security Force and effective law 
enforcement  

  
  
Day 197:     25 May 2012 

Antarctica 
  
  
  
 Antarctica is the Earthõs southernmost continent, encapsulating the 
South Pole.  98% of Antarctica is covered by ice that averages at least 
1.6km in thickness.  It is considered a desert with annual  
precipitation of only 8 inches along the coast and far less inland. 
There are no permanent human residents though 1,000-5,000  
people reside at research stations scattered across the continent.  The 
Antarctic Treaty prohibits military activity and mineral mining, 
prohibits nuclear blasts, supports scientific research and protects the 
continentõs ecozone.   
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions 
1.  That the continent provide rich data for scientific research 
2. That nations respect the terms of the Antarctic Treaty  
prohibiting military activity and mineral mining on the continent 
3.  For the conservation of Antarcticaõs biodiversity 
4.  For nations to abide by the regulations managing all southern 
ocean fisheries, particularly  the fishing of ôChilean Sea Bassõ 
5.  For nations to respect the continentõs neutrality 

  
Day 198:     26 May 2012 
  
Northern Cyprus 
Life Expectancy:  78 yrs M/ 83 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 3.1/1000 
Per Capita: $14,765 
Population 274,436   
Ethnicity :  Turkish Cypriot, Greek Cypriots, Maronites 
Religion:  Muslim 98% 
Products: citrus, dairy, potatoes, grapes, olives, poultry, lamb 
Industry :  Textile, ship repair, clay, gypsum, copper, furniture 
  
Located on the northern portion of the island of Cyprus, Northern 
Cyprus is a de facto independent state.  Tensions between Greeks 
and Turks in 1974 ended with a military invasion by Turkey  
resulting in partition and resettlement of many inhabitants.  It has 
received diplomatic recognition only from Turkey.  
 Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Northern Cyprus 
1.  For a peaceful resolution to political divisions in the island. 
2.  For promotion of schemes for the training and re-training of the 
labor force 
3.  For authorities to respect international laws concerning refugees 
4.  For Christians among the expatriate student communities to be 
able to meet together for worship 
5.  For government to ease restrictions on minorities and grant them 
the right to vote. 

  
Day 199:     28 May 2012 

Taiwan 
Literacy: 97.78% 
Life Expectancy:  75.59 yrs M/ 81.94 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 4.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $35,700 
Population  23M Growth:  0.23% 
Ethnicity :  Taiwanese, Hakka 
Resources:  Coal, natural gas, limestone, marble, asbestos 
Products: Pork, rice, fruits, vegetables, flowers, sugarcane 
Industry :  Electronics, flat panel products, petro/chemicals, basic 
metals, machinery, textiles, 
Services:  67.1% GDP 
  
The political status of Taiwan is disputed because it is claimed by the 
Peopleõs Republic.  Its rapid economic growth after World War II 
transformed it into an industrialized developed country. 
 Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions 
1.  That the reinstitution of the death penalty compel the justice 
system to set rigorous checks with death penalty cases. 
2.  That Taiwanese industry maintain the quality of its products 
3.  That government succeed in generating 10% of energy from 
renewable sources, such as wind and solar energy 
4.  That government keep to its conservative fiscal policies that has 
shielded Taiwan from Asian financial crises 
5.  That workers be protected in their places of employment 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
  
Day 200:  29 May 2012 
  
Vatican City 

  
  
   
  
World Heritage Site:  Santa Maria Maggiore, St. John Lateran, 
St. Paul Outside the Walls 
  
Vatican City is a sovereign-state whose territory consists of a 
walled enclave within the city of Rome.  It has an area of 44  
hectares and a population of just over 800.  Established in 1929 by 
the Lateran Treaty, it is distinct from the Holy See which dates 
back to early Christianity and is the main Episcopal see of 1.2 
billion Roman and Eastern Catholics.  It is an ecclesiastical state 
ruled by the Bishop of Romeñthe Pope. The Vatican Library and 
the Vatican Museums are treasures of the highest historical,  
scientific and cultural importance.    
  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Vatican City 
1.  That the  Pope, bishops, priests, and consecrated men may 
mirror Godõs love by their fatherly care 
2. That we be attentive to carrying out the will of God in our daily 
lives, and see it as a great privilege and not as a burden 
3.  That the Church under the leadership of Benedict XVI may 
continue in prayer so that in all things Godõs will may be done. 
4. That Godõs love and compassion may heal all who were hurt by 
clerical abuse and wrongdoing  
5.  That the Catholic Church may be supported in its campaign to 
respect human life  from the moment of conception to natural 
death. 
  

  
  
Day 201:  30 May 2012 

Philippines  
Literacy: 93.4% (basic) 86.4% (functional) 
Life Expectancy:  67.8 yrs M/ 72.5 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 25/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $3,500 
Population 92.2 M  Growth: 2.04% 
Ethnicity :  Malay, Chinese 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Muslim, Evangelical, Iglesia ni 
Kristo, Aglipayan, other Christian 
Resources:  Copper, nickel, iron, cobalt, silver, gold 
Products: Rice, coconut, sugar, corn, pork, bananas, pineapple 
products, aquaculture, mangoes, eggs 
Industry :  Textiles, garments, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, wood 
products, paper products, tobacco, business process outsourcing 
World Heritage Site:  Baroque Churches of the Philippines, 
Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, Rice Terraces of the Philippine 
Cordilleras, Historic Town of Vigan, Puerto-Princesa 
Subterranean River National Park 
   
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for the Philippines 
1. That diplomats may find a resolution to the Spratly issue 
2.  That the government investigate and prosecute killings and 
abuses by the military 
3.  That citizens come to understand the responsibilities that come 
with democratic freedoms. 
4. That Filipinos may practice the great commandment  to love 
one another 
5.  That the citizenry may elect good and capable leaders 

    

 
COUNTRY INDEX 

Country Name Date 

Afghanistan 4-Feb-12 

Albania 23-Mar-12 

Algeria 5-Dec-11 

Andorra 24-Mar-12 

Angola 10-Oct-11 

Antarctica 25-May-12 

Antigua and Barbuda 26-Dec-11 

Argentina 27-Dec-11 

Armenia 26-Mar-12 

Australia 20-Mar-12 

Austria 27-Mar-12 

Azerbaijan 28-Mar-12 

Bahamas 28-Dec-11 

Bahrain 6-Dec-11 

Bangladesh 6-Feb-12 

Barbados 29-Dec-11 

Belarus 29-Mar-12 

Belgium 30-Mar-12 

Belize 30-Dec-11 

Benin 11-Oct-11 

Bhutan 7-Feb-12 

Bolivia 31-Dec-11 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 31-Mar-12 

Botswana 12-Oct-11 

Brazil 2-Jan-12 

Brunei Darussalam 8-Feb-12 

Bulgaria 2-Apr-12 

Burkina Faso 13-Oct-11 

Burundi 14-Oct-11 

Cambodia 9-Feb-12 

Cameroon 15-Oct-11 

Canada 3-Jan-12 

Cape Verde 17-Oct-11 

Central African Republic 18-Oct-11 

Chad 19-Oct-11 

Chile 4-Jan-12 

China 10-Feb-12 

Colombia 5-Jan-12 

Comoros 20-Oct-11 

Congo 21-Oct-11 

Costa Rica 6-Jan-12 

Cote d'Ivoire 22-Oct-11 

Croatia 3-Apr-12 

Cuba 7-Jan-12 

Cyprus 4-Apr-12 

Czech Republic 5-Apr-12 

Dem PR of Korea 11-Feb-12 

Dem Rep of the Congo 24-Oct-11 

Denmark 6-Apr-12 

Dependencies AU/NZ/ NL/ 
NO 19-May-12 

Dependencies FR/USA 21-May-12 

Dependencies GB 22-May-12 

Djibouti 25-Oct-11 

Dominica 9-Jan-12 



 

 

COUNTRY INDEX 

Dominican Republic 10-Jan-12 

Ecuador 11-Jan-12 

Egypt 7-Dec-11 

El Salvador 12-Jan-12 

Equatorial Guinea 26-Oct-11 

Eritrea 27-Oct-11 

Estonia 7-Apr-12 

Ethiopia 28-Oct-11 

Fiji 21-Mar-12 

Finland 9-Apr-12 

France 10-Apr-12 

Gabon 29-Oct-11 

Gambia 31-Oct-11 

Georgia 11-Apr-12 

Germany 12-Apr-12 

Ghana 1-Nov-11 

Greece 13-Apr-12 

Grenada 13-Jan-12 

Guatemala 14-Jan-12 

Guinea 2-Nov-11 

Guinea Bissau 3-Nov-11 

Guyana 16-Jan-12 

Haiti 17-Jan-12 

Honduras 18-Jan-12 

Hong Kong 23-May-12 

Hungary 14-Apr-12 

Iceland 16-Apr-12 

India 13-Feb-12 

Indonesia 14-Feb-12 

Iran  8-Dec-11 

Iraq 9-Dec-11 

Ireland 17-Apr-12 

Israel 10-Dec-11 

Italy 18-Apr-12 

Jamaica 19-Jan-12 

Japan 15-Feb-12 

Jordan 12-Dec-11 

Kazakhstan 16-Feb-12 

Kenya 4-Nov-11 

Kiribati 17-Feb-12 

Kuwait 13-Dec-11 

Kyrqyzstan 19-Apr-12 

Laos PDRep 18-Feb-12 

Latvia 20-Apr-12 

Lebanon 14-Dec-11 

Lesotho 5-Nov-11 

Liberia 7-Nov-11 

Libyan ArabJamahiriya 15-Dec-11 

Liechtenstein 21-Apr-12 

Lithuania 23-Apr-12 

Luxembourg 24-Apr-12 

Macau 24-May-12 

Madagascar 8-Nov-11 

Malawi 9-Nov-11 

Malaysia 20-Feb-12 

Maldives 21-Feb-12 

Mali 10-Nov-11 

Malta 25-Apr-12 

Marshall Islands 22-Feb-12 

Mauritania 11-Nov-11 

Mauritius 12-Nov-11 

Mexico 20-Jan-12 

Micronesia 23-Feb-12 

Monaco 26-Apr-12 

Mongolia 24-Feb-12 

Montenegro 27-Apr-12 

Morocco 16-Dec-11 

Mozambique 14-Nov-11 

Myanmar 25-Feb-12 

Namibia 15-Nov-11 

Nauru 27-Feb-12 

Nepal 28-Feb-12 

Netherlands 28-Apr-12 

New Zealand 22-Mar-12 

Nicaragua 21-Jan-12 

Niger 16-Nov-11 

Nigeria 17-Nov-11 

Northern Cyprus 26-May-12 

Norway 30-Apr-12 

Oman 17-Dec-11 

Pakistan 29-Feb-12 

Palau 1-Mar-12 

Panama 23-Jan-11 

Papua New Guinea 2-Mar-12 

Paraguay 24-Jan-11 

Peru 25-Jan-11 

Philippines 30-May-12 

Poland 1-May-12 

Portugal 2-May-12 

Qatar 19-Dec-11 

Rep of Macedonia 15-May-12 

Republic of Korea 3-Mar-12 

Republic of Moldava 3-May-12 

Romania 4-May-12 

Russian Federation 5-May-12 

Rwanda 18-Nov-11 

Saint Kitts and Nevis 26-Jan-11 

Saint Lucia 27-Jan-11 

Samoa 5-Mar-12 

San Marino 7-May-12 

Sao Tome & Principe 19-Nov-11 

Saudi Arabia 20-Dec-11 

Senegal 21-Nov-11 

Serbia 8-May-12 

Seychelles 22-Nov-11 

Sierra Leone 23-Nov-11 

Singapore 6-Mar-12 

Slovakia 9-May-12 

Slovenia 10-May-12 

Solomon Islands 7-Mar-12 

Somalia 24-Nov-11 

South Africa 25-Nov-11 

Spain 11-May-12 

Sri Lanka 8-Mar-12 

St Vincent & the Grenadines 28-Jan-11 

Sudan 26-Nov-11 

Suriname 30-Jan-12 

Swaziland 28-Nov-11 

Sweden 12-May-12 

Switzerland 14-May-12 

Syrian Arab Repubic 21-Dec-11 

Taiwan 28-May-12 

Tajikistan 9-Mar-12 

Tanzania 1-Dec-11 

Thailand 10-Mar-12 

Timor-Leste 12-Mar-12 

Togo 29-Nov-11 

Tonga 13-Mar-12 

Trinidad and Tobago 31-Jan-12 

Tunisia 22-Dec-11 

Turkey 16-May-12 

Turmenistan 14-Mar-12 

Tuvalu 15-Mar-12 

Uganda 30-Nov-11 

Ukraine 17-May-12 

United Arab Emirates 23-Dec-11 

United Kingdom 18-May-12 

Uruguay 2-Feb-12 

USA 1-Feb-12 

Uzbekistan 16-Mar-12 

Vanuatu 17-Mar-12 

Vatican City 29-May-12 

Venezuela 3-Feb-12 

Viet Nam 19-Mar-12 

Yemen 24-Dec-11 

Zambia 2-Dec-11 

Zimbabwe 3-Dec-11 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A world at prayer 
is a world at peace 

 
FATHER PATRICK PEYTON, CSC 

Father Patrick Peyton, CSC, the òRosary Priestó and candidate for sainthood, 
was a member of the Congregation of Holy Cross and a graduate of Notre Dame 
University.  Believing himself cured of tuberculosis through the intercession of the 
Blessed Mother, his devotion to Mary and Rosary prayer were the most important 
elements in his life.   

As a way to bring honor and glory to Mary, he began the Family Rosary in 
1942 by writing to every bishop in the United States, asking them to promote the 
family Rosary in their dioceses.  He coordinated Rosary events in more than 40 
countries, gathering more than 28 million people worldwide in Rosary prayer and has 
influenced generations for decades.   
  

Fr. Peyton first came to the Philippines in 1951 to 
conduct a rosary rally at the University of Sto. Tomas.  In 
the same year, the Rosary Hour was launched over DZPI 
and continued for the next 10 years.  He was invited once 
more to the country by Cardinal Rufino Santos in 1958 and 
a rally was held in Luneta in December the following year 
with 1.5 million attending.  Finding the Filipinos naturally 
Marian and family oriented, Fr. Peyton instinctively fell in 
love with the Filipinos, frequenting and staying in the 
Philippines more often and longer than any other country.  

 Fr Peytonõs Cause for Sainthood was opened on 
June 1, 2001.   
 
FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADE PHILIPPINES 

In the spirit of Father Patrick Peyton, CSC, and 
under the sponsorship of the Congregation of Holy Cross, 
Family Rosary Crusade serves Jesus Christ and His Church 
throughout the Philippines by promoting and supporting 
the spiritual well-being of the family. 

Faithful to MARY, the Mother of God, the Family 
Rosary Crusade encourages family prayer especially the 
Holy Rosary. 

The Family Rosary Crusade in the Philippines 
directs its efforts to the promotion of cultural values, and 
the traditional solidarity and moral upliftment of the 
Filipino Family through the propagation of family prayer. 

 

         THE LOGO OF AMRoW                

The logo is a stylized rose with multi colored petals attached to a 
stylized stem.   
 
 The stem is the letter òPó in alibata, the pre-colonial alphabet of the 
Malay race. This  alibata letter òPó signifies three wordsñPilipinas, 
panalangin, pag-asa. The Philippines as a stem from which the rose 
bloomed offers hope to a world in turmoil through the power of prayer. 
The stem is blue signifying the love of the Filipinos for the Blessed 
Mother of God. There is a single thorn in the stem symbolizing the 
thorn of many sufferings that Filipinos carry on their heads like Jesus. 
This thorn is our glory not our scourge. 
 
 The four petals colored blue, white, green and red refer to the four 
winds of the worldñeast, west, south and north winds. They refer to 
the universality of this prayer campaign through Filipinos who live in 
the Philippines and the overseas Filipinos in all the continents of the 
world praying for world peace. The four petals each symbolize an 
aspect of true peace. Blue is the color of sincerity and calm. White is 
the color of purity and kindness. Green is the color of fruitfulness and 
life. Red is the color of courage and passion. These four colors put 
together teach us what the task of peacemaking imposes on all of usñ

sincerity, purity, fruitfulness and courage. Without these, the world 
cannot see peace.  
 
The fifth petal in yellow represents the òfifth windó in the worldñthe 
wind of the Holy Spirit. Yellow, not red, is used to refer to the òfifth 
windó to signify that the wind of the Spirit is the source of our joy and 
cheerfulness in the world despite the tensions in our world. Yellow is 
also the color for clarity and creativity.  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

            PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

  
                A MILLION ROSES FOR THE WORLD 

              FILIPINOS AT PRAYER, PEACE FOR ALL NATIONS 
  

ALMIGHTY GOD, 
WE ADORE YOU AND WE PRAISE YOU 

FOR BLESSING MARY AMONG ALL WOMEN 
AND CREATING HER FULL OF GRACE. 

  
THROUGH MARY, 

WE RECEIVED JESUS YOUR SON 
WHOSE BIRTH HAS MADE ALL THINGS NEW FOR US HERE ON EARTH. 

  
WE SEEK YOUR BLESSING THROUGH HER PRAYING HANDS, 

SO THAT PEACE MAY REIGN IN THE WORLD 
AND HARMONY MAY BE ESTABLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS. 

  
I  COMMIT TO PRAY THE ROSARY EVERYDAY, 

AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE WITH MY FAMILY, 
FOR EACH AND EVERY NATION ON EARTH 

SO THAT WAR MAY END, 
FAMINE MAY CEASE, 

TERRORISM MAY STOP, 
JUSTICE MAY REIGN 

AND ONLY YOUR LOVE AND MERCY MAY PREVAIL. 
  

I  COMMIT TO LIVE IN THE STATE OF GRACE, 
TO AVOID ALL OCCASIONS OF SIN 

AND TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
AS FREQUENTLY AS MY SITUATION MAY ALLOW 

SO THAT YOUR NAME MAY BE GLORIFIED 
AND ALL PEOPLES MAY KNEEL DOWN BEFORE YOU GOD OF PEACE 

IN WORSHIP, ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 
NOW AND FOREVER. 

AMEN 
 

                        IMPRIMATUR:  THE MOST REV. SOCRATES B. VILLEGAS, D.D. 
ARCHBISHOP OF LINGAYEN-DAGUPAN 

 

 


